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4rd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, 8:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness    
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Song                         “Prepare Him Room”         

O behold the mystery now unfolds     See the star shine on the virgin foretold 
Angels sing and light up the sky     Hope rings out in a newborn's cry 
]Swing wide you ancient gates     For Christ is born today 

 

(Chorus) Prepare Him room prepare     Him room Let the King of Glory enter in    

God with us the promise has come to be    This the one the prophets were longing to see 

In the darkness a blazing light    To the hungry the words of life 
His kingdom now is near    For those with ears to hear (Chorus) 
     

Oh our hearts as busy as Bethlehem     Hear Him knock don't say there's no room in the inn  

   

Through the cradle cross and grave     See the love of God displayed 
Now He's risen and he reigns     Praise the Name above all names (Chorus x2) 
 

Let the King of Glory enter in 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle    “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”      

Light one candle to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness  
He shall bring salvation to Israel 
God fulfills the promise  
 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd 
gently lead them homeward 
 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
for the King of glory  
 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness 
He is coming tell the glad tidings 
Let your lights be shining    

CCLI Song # 3756133 Wayne L. Wold © 2002 Birnamwood Publications (Admin. by MorningStar Music Publishers) For use solely with the 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



First Reading   Isaiah 7: 10-16 

A reading from Isaiah. 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah 
reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that 
is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, 
saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz 
said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 
 

Psalm   Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19  
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God; 
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
O LORD

 God of hosts, 
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we never turn away from you; 
give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
Restore us, O LORD

 God of hosts; 
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 

 



Gospel Reading Matthew 1: 18-25 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten 
child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God 
saves.” 18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with 
us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                      “What A Surprise!”                                      Jack Holmquest 

 

Song of the Day “God With Us”  
                       

Oh You've come to bring peace     

to be Love To be nearer to us 
 

You've come to bring life  
to be Light To shine brighter in us 
 

Oh Emmanuel God with us 
   

(Chorus) Our Deliverer You are Savior     In Your presence we find our strength 
                Over ev'rything our Redemption     God with us You are God with us    

Oh You've come to be Hope to this world     For Your honor and name 
And You've come to take sin to bear shame     And to conquer the grave 
Oh Emmanuel God with us (Chorus)    
 

You are here You are holy     We are standing in Your glory (Lord) (x4) (Chorus x2) 
    

Oh God with us You are God with us 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering and Announcements  Text to Give: 605-250-6765 

 

Prayer Song   “Breathe” (Chorus only) 

And I I'm desperate for You 
And I I'm lost without You 
CCLI Song # 1874117 Marie Barnett © 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 631100 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Following each prayer… Leader: Lord in your mercy; Congregation: Hear our prayer. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Hospitalized/Ill:,  Randy Johnson, Mara Lukonen, Sheri Rokusek, Barry Johnson,  
 Joyce Foster, Ronda Kutter, Roslyn & Dayton Meyer 
 

Death:  Blake Kruger 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Song   “Breathe” (Chorus only) 

And I I'm desperate for You 

And I I'm lost without You 

This is the air I breathe This is the air I breathe 
CCLI Song # 1874117 Marie Barnett © 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 631100 

  



Blessing 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Song   “Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)”  

Joy to the world the Lord is come  
Let earth receive her King    Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
 

And heaven and nature sing  
And heaven and nature sing   
And heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world the Savior reigns 
Let all their songs employ    While fields and floods rocks hills and plains    

Repeat the sounding joy  
Repeat the sounding joy  
Repeat repeat the sounding joy    

(Chorus) Joy unspeakable joy     An overflowing well No tongue can tell 
                Joy unspeakable joy     It rises in my soul Never lets me go    

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove    The glories of His righteousness    

And wonders of His love  
And wonders of His love  
And wonders wonders of His love (Chorus) 
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Call to Service                    Go in peace. Christ is near. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS023757. New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Serving This Weekend 
 

Preaching: Jack Holmquest; Presiding: Pastor Dave Nerdig; Accompanist: Worship Team; Sound 
& Projection: Darian Givens and Kent Anderson; Lector: Pam Raeder; Greeters: Barb Frentz; Ushers: 
Terry Ulrich, Al Raeder and Pam Raeder; Coffee Servers: Adam Lauseng;  
 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
2001 Second St NW ● Watertown SD 

Phone: 886-2696 
Email: office@lcoorwatertown.org 
Web: https://lcoorwatertown.org 

 
 

Staff 
Senior Pastor 
OPEN 

Interim Associate Pastor 
Dave Nerdig 

Worship & Music Coordinator 
Robbyn Givens  

Welcoming & Caring Ministries 
Twila Schmitt 

Christian Education Director 
Rachel Clendenin 

Youth Director 
Philip Lickei 

Business Manager 
Jodi Spilde  

Business Administrative Assistant 
Megan Thyen 

Preschool 
Nikki Landmark, Director/Teacher 
Wendy Kruger, Paraprofessional 

Custodian 
Adam Lauseng 

 
Salvation Army—Cereal & Granola Bars Needed  
During December, our friends at The Salvation Army 
Food Pantry would appreciate boxed cereal and 
granola bars. As you go grocery shopping, please 
consider picking up a couple extras to donate. Drop 
these items off at LCOOR and we will deliver them to 
the Salvation Army. Thanks in advance for your 
generosity! 
 

Poinsettias 
Order a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved 
one or to the glory of God. These lovely red 
poinsettias will beautify the sanctuary for our 
Christmas Eve weekend worship services. You may 
take them home following the 10pm worship service 
on Christmas Eve. Cost of each poinsettia is $15.00. 
Order by December 20th! 

THIS WEEK: Dec. 18 to Dec. 25 
 

SUNDAY Dec. 18 
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
9:30 a.m. Church School 
10:30 a.m. Church School Christmas Program 

4:00 p.m. HS Youth Group  

MONDAY Dec. 19 

No Preschool- Christmas Break (Dec. 19-Jan. 2) 
8:00 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry 
3:00 p.m. Foster Family Christmas 
6:30 p.m. Rt 56 & MS Merge 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B) 
 

TUESDAY Dec. 20 

No Preschool-Christmas Break (Dec. 19-Jan. 2) 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Group 
11:00 a.m. Text Study  
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

WEDNESDAY Dec. 21 

No Preschool-Christmas Break (Dec. 19-Jan. 2) 
January Newsletter Deadline 
8:00 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry 
4:45 p.m. Wednesday Meal  
5:30 p.m. Church School 
6:30 p.m. Church School Christmas Program   
7:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal  
7:15 p.m. 7/8 Confirmation Workshop 
7:30 p.m. Praise & Rejoice Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 p.m. HS Night Owlz 
 

THURSDAY Dec. 22 

No Preschool- Christmas Break (Dec. 19-Jan. 2) 
5:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B) 
 

FRIDAY Dec. 23 

8:00 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry 
Church Office Closes at Noon 
 

SATURDAY Dec. 24 

1:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion 
3:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion 

5:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion 
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion 
 

SUNDAY Dec. 25  
10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Worship w/ Holy Communion 

MONDAY Dec. 26 

Church Office Closed 



Attendance & Offering 

Dec. 4  Live Stream –112  
Saturday, Dec. 10 – 45 
Sunday, Dec. 11– (8:30) 180 , (10:30) 98 

Wednesday, Dec. 7  –121  
 

Offering  (Dec. 11) 

General Fund: $13,808 Sandwich Ministry: $500 
Mission of the Month: $255; Church School: $7; 
Roof: $1,000; Debt Reduction: $125; 2023 Offering: 
$2,000; 
 

Simply Giving Offering (12/5-12/9) 
General Fund: $5,412.72; Mission of the Month: 
$44.43; Other: $20; Debt Reduction: $130; 

 
. 

New Members Welcome for January 
While we welcome new members all year round, we 
“officially” receive new members twice a year. We will 
“Welcome New Members” during worship services 
on January 4 (Wednesday), January 7 (Saturday) 
and January 8 (Sunday). If you -- or others you know 
-- wish to join our LCOOR family, please contact 
Twila at 605-886-2696. 
 

Cookies for Sandwich Ministry  
Sandwich ministry is in need of cookies. We have 
cookie kits available for pick up at the welcome 
center or church office. You are also welcome to 
bake your own and bring them in.   
 

2023 Offering Envelopes Here 
Stop by before or after worship across from the 
Welcome Center to pick up your next year’s offering 
envelopes. Or stop into the church office Monday – 
Thursday 8:30am – 5pm or 8:30-Noon on Friday to 
pick up your envelopes. 
 

LCOOR at Winter Wonderland 
As you tour the Optimist Winter Wonderland at City 
Park, be sure to watch for LCOOR’s brilliant display! 
Thanks to the families who helped design & set up! 
Winter Wonderland is open Fridays, Saturdays & 
Sundays from 6 to 9 p.m. through December 26.  

Additional Worship Help Needed  
December is a busy month for all of us. Even if you 
are not scheduled to serve during the month of 
December; please stop by the Welcome Center to 
sign-up to help when you can. There are many 
additional services on Christmas Eve which offers 
many more opportunities to serve. You can sign up to 
serve by talking with Twila in the Church office, at the 
Welcome Center or on-line:  www.lcoorwatertown.org 
then click on SERVE → CLICK HERE TO 
VOLUNTEER AT WORSHIP IN DECEMBER…or see 
Twila to indicate your interest. 
 

   

 

Mission of the Month: LCOOR Care Fund 
Our Mission of the Month for December is the Care 
Fund.  Dollars donated to the Care Fund are primarily 
passed along to church members needing help with 
food, clothing, rent, utility payments, transportation, 
lodging and other emergencies.   
 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion on 
December 24th with services at 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
5:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Christmas Day Worship 
with Holy Communion on December 25th with service 
at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Holidays got you down?  
If you’re just not feeling in the Christmas spirit, or 
simply wish you had someone to talk to as the 
holidays approach, our BeFrienders are here for you. 
We are fortunate to have several trained BeFrienders 
here at LCOOR who are happy to spend time with 
you and simply listen. Please call Twila in the church 
office at 605-886- 2696 to learn more. 
 

7th/8th Grade Confirmation                                             
Remaining Workshop dates for this month are…                                
December 21 – Small Group Christmas Parties                                       
December 28 – NO Workshop (Christmas Break)        
 
 


