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3rd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 2022, 8:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness    
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Song                         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”         

O come O come Emmanuel And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lowly exile here Until the Son of God appear 
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night And death's dark shadows put to flight 
   

(Chorus) Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel Shall come to thee O Israel 
                Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel Shall come to thee O Israel rejoice (Repeat from beginning) 
CCLI Song # 1936508 John Mason Neale | Steven Curtis Chapman © Words: Public Domain Music: 1995 Primary Wave Brian (Chapman Sp Acct) (Admin. by BMG 
Rights Management (US) LLC) Sparrow Song (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 631100                            

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/lcoor/


Lighting of the Advent Candle    “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”      

Light one candle to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness  
He shall bring salvation to Israel 
God fulfills the promise  
 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd 
gently lead them homeward 
 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah 
let the light banish darkness 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
for the King of glory  
 

CCLI Song # 3756133 Wayne L. Wold © 2002 Birnamwood Publications (Admin. by MorningStar Music Publishers) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 631100 

   

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 
that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Special Music                      “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”    arr. by Heather Sorenson     

    Praise & Rejoice Choir- Directed by Tera McDonnell 

 

First Reading   Isaiah 35: 1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”  
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth 
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 



unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
 

Psalm   Psalm 146: 5-10  
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
who keeps promises forever; 
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
The LORD sets the captive free. 
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous.  
The LORD cares for the stranger; 
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
The LORD shall reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 

Children’s Church                                             Rachel Clendenin 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 11: 2-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”7As they went away, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in 
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 
written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon                       “Rejoice”                                      Cathy Zubke 

 

Song of the Day “Long Ago the Prophet Came”  
                       

Long ago the prophet came To the Jordan to proclaim 
“Turn from sinning, new beginning, Make righteousness your aim.” 
   

(Chorus) “Oh, in the desert make a way For the Lord to pass today.” 
                 John’s voice crying. Faith undying. “God’s salvation come today.” 
   

To the Jordan John was sent To baptize, to cry out “Repent!” 
Water cleansing, Spirit mending, Changed Hearts were evident. (Chorus) 
     

After John came God’s own Son Holy Reign through him begun. 
New ways teaching, lost lives reaching, Vict’ry from death he won. (Chorus) 
   

We await his last return Satan’s stronghold to o’erturn. 
Justice reigning, peace attaining. For Christ’s new rule we yearn. (Chorus) 
Title: Long Ago the Prophet Came (WOV #646) Author: Pamela J. Gonzalez  

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering and Announcements                      Text to Give: 605-250-6765 
 

Mission & Endowment Grant Presentations 
 

Prayer Song   “Agnus Dei” (Chorus only) 

(Chorus) (You are) Holy holy Are You Lord 
                 God Almighty Worthy is the Lamb  
                 Worthy is the Lamb (Repeat all) 
CCLI Song # 626713 Michael W. Smith © 1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 631100 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Following each prayer… Leader: Lord in your mercy; Congregation: Hear our prayer. 



Prayers of the Church 
Hospitalized/Ill:  Randy Johnson, Grant & Baylee Lukonen, Shirley Lundy, Blake Kruger,  
 Sheri Rokusek, Barry Johnson 
 Jim Aesoph- friend of the congregation 
Death:  Doug Harrington,  
 Beverly Langner, Mother of Chuck (Lynn) Langner 
 

Prayer Song   “Agnus Dei” (Chorus only) 

(Chorus) (You are) Holy holy Are You Lord 
                 God Almighty Worthy is the Lamb  
                 Worthy is the Lamb (Repeat all)                   

                 Amen 
CCLI Song # 626713 Michael W. Smith © 1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 631100 

 

Communion 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



Invitation to Communion  
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
 

Blessing 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Song   “Everlasting God”  

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord  
We will wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord  
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord 
 

(Chorus) Our God You reign forever Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer  
                You are the everlasting God The everlasting God 
 You do not faint You won't grow weary  
 You're the defender of the weak You comfort those in need  
 You lift us up on wings like eagles 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord  
We will wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord  
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord  
We will wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord (Chorus) 2x 
CCLI Song # 4556538 Brenton Brown | Ken Riley © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 631100 

 

Call to Service                    Go in peace. Christ is near. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS023757. New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Serving This Weekend 
 

Preaching: Cathy Zubke; Presiding: Pastor Dave Nerdig; Accompanist: Worship Team; Sound & 
Projection: Sam Langner and Crosby Ruesch; Lector: Confirmation Youth; Greeters: Pam Luckhurst, 
Darlene Bailey, Ken and Bonnie Karst; Ushers: Dustin Brinkman, Bob and Dorothy Synstad; Coffee 
Servers: Kevin and Bernie Luoma; Communion Assistants: Confirmation Youth 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
2001 Second St NW ● Watertown SD 

Phone: 886-2696 
Email: office@lcoorwatertown.org 
Web: https://lcoorwatertown.org 

 
 

Staff 
Senior Pastor 
OPEN 

Interim Associate Pastor 
Dave Nerdig 

Worship & Music Coordinator 
Robbyn Givens  

Welcoming & Caring Ministries 
Twila Schmitt 

Christian Education Director 
Rachel Clendenin 

Youth Director 
Philip Lickei 

Business Manager 
Jodi Spilde  

Business Administrative Assistant 
Megan Thyen 

Preschool 
Nikki Landmark, Director/Teacher 
Wendy Kruger, Paraprofessional 

Custodian 
Adam Lauseng 

 

Salvation Army—Cereal & Granola 
Bars Needed  
During December, our friends at The Salvation Army 
Food Pantry would appreciate boxed cereal and 
granola bars. As you go grocery shopping, please 
consider picking up a couple extras to donate. Drop 
these items off at LCOOR and we will deliver them to 
the Salvation Army. Thanks in advance for your 
generosity! 
 

THIS WEEK: Dec. 11 to Dec. 18 
 

SUNDAY Dec. 11 
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship w/ Holy Communion 
8:30 a.m. Mission & Endowment Grant Presentations  
9:30 a.m. Church School 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship w/ Holy Communion 
7:00 p.m. HS Youth Group  

MONDAY Dec. 12 

8:00 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B) 
 

TUESDAY Dec. 13 

11:00 a.m. Text Study  
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
3:00 p.m. Foster Family Christmas 
6:30 p.m. Executive Committee  
7:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

WEDNESDAY Dec. 14 

8:00 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry 
10:00 a.m. Preschool Christmas Program- Forest Friends 
12:15 p.m. Men’s Lunch 
2:00 p.m. Preschool Christmas Program- Wise Owls 
4:45 p.m. Wednesday Meal  
5:30 p.m. Church School 
6:30 p.m. Church School Christmas Program   
6:30 p.m. Handbell Christmas Potluck and Rehearsal  
7:15 p.m. 7/8 Confirmation Christmas Visiting  
7:30 p.m. Praise & Rejoice Choir Rehearsal 
 

THURSDAY Dec. 15 

9:00 a.m. Quilting  
10:00 a.m. Book Club 
2:00 p.m. Communion at Edgewood 
3:00 p.m. Communion at Stoneybrook  
5:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B) 
 

FRIDAY Dec. 16 

Salvation Army Angel Tree Gifts Due Back 
8:00 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry 
9:00 a.m. Quilting  
Church Office Closes at Noon 
 

SATURDAY Dec. 17 

5:30 p.m. Worship (Lay Led) 
 

SUNDAY Dec. 18  
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
9:30 a.m. Church School 
10:30 a.m. Church School Christmas Program 
4:00 p.m. HS Youth Group 
 
 
 



Attendance & Offering 

Nov. 27  Live Stream – 88  
Saturday, Dec. 3 – 92 
Sunday, Dec. 4– (8:30) 165, (10:30) 106 

Wednesday, Nov. 30  – 110 
 

Offering  (Dec. 4) 

General Fund: $12,756 Other: $104 
Mission of the Month: $169.88; Church School: $23; 
Roof: $13,100; Debt Reduction: $145;  
 

Simply Giving Offering (11/28-12/2) 
General Fund: $9,945.24; Mission of the Month: $80; 
Other: $680.29; Debt Reduction: $3.00; 

 
. 

New Members Welcome for January 
While we welcome new members all year round, we 
“officially” receive new members twice a year. We will 
“Welcome New Members” during worship services 
on January 4 (Wednesday), January 7 (Saturday) 
and January 8 (Sunday). If you -- or others you know 
-- wish to join our LCOOR family, please contact 
Twila at 605-886-2696. 
 

Angel Tree Donations 
The Salvation Army Angel Tree is up near the Church 
Office. Pick up a tag or two from the tree soon, and 
please be sure to return your unwrapped gifts no later 
than Friday, Dec. 16. Thanks for helping with this 
important ministry! 
 

 
 

Poinsettias 
Order a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved 
one or to the glory of God. These lovely red 
poinsettias will beautify the sanctuary for our 
Christmas Eve weekend worship services. You may 
take them home following the 10pm worship service 
on Christmas Eve. Cost of each poinsettia is $15.00. 
 

 

Cookies for Sandwich Ministry  
Sandwich ministry is in need of cookies. We have 
cookie kits available for pick up at the welcome 
center or church office. You are also welcome to 
bake your own and bring them in.   

2023 Offering Envelopes Here 
Stop by before or after worship across from the 
Welcome Center to pick up your next year’s offering 
envelopes. Or stop into the church office Monday – 
Thursday 8:30am – 5pm or 8:30-Noon on Friday to 
pick up your envelopes. 
 

Additional Worship Help Needed  
December is a busy month for all of us. Even if you 
are not scheduled to serve during the month of 
December; please stop by the Welcome Center to 
sign-up to help when you can. There are many 
additional services on Christmas Eve which offers 
many more opportunities to serve. You can sign up to 
serve by talking with Twila in the Church office, at the 
Welcome Center or on-line:  www.lcoorwatertown.org 
then click on SERVE → CLICK HERE TO 
VOLUNTEER AT WORSHIP IN DECEMBER…or see 
Twila to indicate your interest. 
 

   

Mission of the Month: LCOOR Care Fund 
Our Mission of the Month for December is the Care 
Fund.  Dollars donated to the Care Fund are primarily 
passed along to church members needing help with 
food, clothing, rent, utility payments, transportation, 
lodging and other emergencies.   
 

Church School Christmas Programs 
Celebrate the coming of baby Jesus with the 
preschool through sixth grade church school 
students. The Wednesday School Christmas 
Program is Wednesday, December 14th at 6:30 p.m., 
in lieu of WOW Worship. The Sunday Church School 
Program is Sunday, December 18th at 10:30 a.m., in 
lieu of the 10:30 traditional worship service.  
 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion on 
December 24th with services at 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
5:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Christmas Day Worship 
with Holy Communion on December 25th with service 
at 10:30 a.m.  


