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3rd Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 20, 8:30 a.m.

Welcome
Invocation, Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our
pilgrimage.
Amen.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)
Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have
ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have
failed to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach
us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor.
Amen.
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus,
God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins
are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

Opening Hymn

“Lord Reign In Me”
Over all the earth You reign on high; Every mountain stream every sunset sky
But my one request Lord my only aim; Is that You'd reign in me again
Chorus: Lord reign in me reign in Your pow'r; Over all my dreams in my darkest hour
You are the Lord of all I am; So won't You reign in me again
MEN: Over every thought over every word; May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord
WOMEN: 'Cause You mean more to me; Than any earthly thing
ALL: So won't You reign in me again
Chorus (2X)
So won't You reign in me again; So won't You reign in me again
Brenton Brown, 1998 Vinyard Songs

Prayer of the Day
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Special Music

“Jesus”

Psalm

Praise & Rejoice Choir

Psalm 63:1-8
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you,
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
2
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
3
For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
4
So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.
5
My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
6
when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
7
For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
8
My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.
1

Children’s Church

Rachel Clendenin

Gospel

Luke 13:1-9

1

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. 2(Jesus) asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam
fell on them — do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 6Then he told
this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and
found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on
this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir,
let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“When Towers Fall

Pastor Dave Nerdig

Hymn of the Day

“Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace)”
All these pieces broken and scattered; In mercy gathered mended and whole
Empty handed but not forsaken; I've been set free; I've been set free
Amazing grace; How sweet the sound; That saved a wretch like me
Oh I once was lost; But now I am found; Was blind but now I see
Oh I can see You now; Oh I can see the love in Your eyes
Laying Yourself down; Raising up the broken to life
You take our failure You take our weakness; You set Your treasure in jars of clay
So take this heart Lord I'll be Your vessel; The world to see Your life in me
Amazing grace; How sweet the sound; That saved a wretch like me
Oh I once was lost; But now I am found; Was blind but now I see
Oh I can see You now; Oh I can see the love in Your eyes
Laying Yourself down; Raising up the broken to life
Joel Houston, Jonas Myrin © 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering and Announcements

Text to Give: 605-250-6765

Prayer Song

“In Christ Alone”
In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground; Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace; When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my all in all; Here in the love of Christ I stand

Prayers of Intercession
Prayers of the Church
Hospitalized/Ill: Tenley Schmig, Pastor Keith Smith, Sheri Rokusek, Melanie Schroeder,
Chuck Schuchard, Ron Koosman, Mandy Kohlhoff, Arlyn Adolphsen,
Kathy Carstens, Joan Hakeman, Joyce Foster
Kevin Stark, brother of Carol (Ron) Bergan
Brian Pribyl, cousin of Pam Luckhurst
Sara Austad, daughter-in-law of Roger and Linda Austad

Prayer Song

“In Christ Alone”
No guilt in life no fear in death; This is the pow'r of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath; Jesus commands my destiny
No pow'r of hell no scheme of man; Can ever pluck me from His hand
'Til He returns or calls me home; Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 2001 Thankyou Music

Holy Communion

Words of Institution – The Lord’s Prayer – Distribution

Benediction

Sending Hymn

“All the People Said Amen”
You are not alone if you are lonely; When you feel afraid you're not the only
We are all the same in need of mercy; To be forgiven and be free
It's all you got to lean on; But thank God it's all you need
Chorus:
And all the people said amen whoa; And all the people said amen
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends; And all the people said amen
If you're rich or poor well it don't matter; Weak or strong you know love is what we're after
We're all broken but we're all in this together; God knows we stumble and fall
And He so loved the world; He sent His son to save us all
Chorus
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart
Blessed are the people hungry for another start
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God
Chorus (2X)
And all the people said amen
Matt Maher, Paul Moak, Trevor Morgan, Stuart Townend © 2013 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing

Call to Service Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Postlude
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023757. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Serving This Weekend
Presiding and Preaching: Pastor Dave Nerdig
Worship Team; Sound and Projection: Evan Rieber, Roger Whittle

Lenten Worship
Wednesdays, through April 6
5:30 p.m. Church School (No Church School March 16)
4:45 – 6:15 p.m. Soup Supper
4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten Worship
Schedule:

March 23

Robbyn Givens

“Judas: So Misunderstood”

March 30

Phil Lickei

“The Centurion: A Letter to Capernaum”

April 6

Monte Hopper

“Nicodemus: A Visit in the Night”

April 14 (Maundy Thurs.) LCOOR Troupe

“Living Last Supper”

Lenten Offerings will go to Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Pre-School and Church School
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March Mission of the Month
ELCA World Hunger
More than 820 million people -- about 11 percent of
people in our world today -- are hungry. As
members of the ELCA, we are called to respond.
ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to
reach communities in need. From health clinics to
microloans, water wells to animal husbandry,
community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA
World Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to
respond, supporting solutions that get at the root
causes of hunger and poverty. All Mission of the
Month donations are intended to be above and
beyond your regular giving. Clearly mark your
offering “Mission of the Month.”

THIS WEEK: March 21 – March 30
MONDAY March 21
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
5 p.m. Newsletter deadline
7:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
TUESDAY March 22
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
11 a.m. Text Study
7:15 p.m. Worship-Music Comm. Meeting
WEDNESDAY March 23
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
4:30 p.m. Traditional Lenten Worship
4:45-6:15 p.m. Soup Supper
6:30 p.m. Contemporary Lenten Worship
w/Youth Music Team

7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice
7:30 p.m. Praise & Rejoice Choir Practice
THURSDAY March 24
10 a.m. Book Club
5:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
FRIDAY March 25
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
SATURDAY March 26
5:30 p.m. Worship (Lay led)
SUNDAY March 27
NO CHURCH SCHOOL
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
MONDAY March 28
MEALS ON WHEELS
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
7:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
TUESDAY March 29
MEALS ON WHEELS
10 a.m. Staff Meeting
11 a.m. Text Study
WEDNESDAY March 30
MEALS ON WHEELS
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
4:30 p.m. Traditional Lenten Worship
4:45-6:15 p.m. Soup Supper
5:30 p.m. Church School
6:30 p.m. Contemporary Lenten Worship
w/Youth Music Team

7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice
7:30 p.m. Praise & Rejoice Choir Practice

Attendance & Offering
March 6 Live Stream – 122
Saturday, March 12 – 41
Sunday, March 13 – (8:30) 155, (10:30) 76
Wednesday, March 16 – (4:30) 93, (6:30) 88
Offering (March 9-13)
General Fund: $9,131; Church School: $61.60;
Other: $25; Lent: $830; Mission of the Month:
$278.15; Debt Reduction: $20; Europe Crisis: $100;
Simply Giving Offering (March 7-11)
General Fund: $4,406.48; Debt Reduction: $160;
Mission of the Month: $34.75; Other: $34.11.

March Mission Project: GHM Hospice Kits
Global Health Ministry Hospice Kit Instructions
can be picked up at the Welcome Center & Church
Office or you can go to www.ghm.org/hospice-kits.
Completed or partial kits can be returned to the
Welcome Center or Church Office.

LCOOR Book Club meets March 24
The Book Club meets at the church on
the fourth Thursday of each month, unless
otherwise noted. Please join us! The next
meeting will be at 10 a.m. March 24; we
will discuss “The Girl with Seven Names A North Korean Defector's Story” by David John and
Lee Hyeon-seo. Discussion leader: Jan Birkeland.

Purchase spring plants for Easter
Mid-week Lenten Worship Schedule
Wednesday Lenten Worship (Through April 6)
4:30 p.m. Traditional Lenten Worship
4:45-6:15 p.m. Soup Supper
6:30 p.m. Worship led by Youth Music Team

Summer HS mission project

Registration forms are available for this summer’s
high school mission project. Dates are June 19-24,
2022. Contact Philip to get a form or if you have
any questions.

Usher, sound booth help wanted

Are you being called to serve as a Head Usher or
as a Sound & Projection Operator at Lenten or
Holy Week services? Opportunities are available to
serve at the 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Lenten worship
services, as well as for Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter services. If you are a member of
the Sound & Projection Team, please consider
signing up to serve at these services, as well.
Please let Roger know if you are interested in
serving with either of these important ministries.
Sign up online at www.lcoorwatertown.org under
the “Serve” tab.

Help beautify our sanctuary by purchasing an Easter
plant in memory or honor of a loved one, or to the
glory of God. Cost for each plant is $20. Complete an
order form at the Welcome Center. Drop it and your
money off at the Welcome center by April 10. Please
contact the Church Office with any questions.

LCOOR Altar Committee needs you

Altar Committee provides an opportunity for
nearly everyone to serve. Parents, youth,
couples, grandparents and grandchildren are all
able to join this ministry – preparing the elements
for the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Prayerfully consider serving in this vital ministry.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Pam
Luckhurst at 605-881-7196, Pam Raeder at 605886-9628, or Robbyn in the Church Office.

Salvation Army needs our help

During March, we will collect boxed cake, brownie
and muffin mixes for the Salvation Army Food Pantry.
As you go grocery shopping, please consider picking
up a couple extra boxes to donate. Drop items off at
LCOOR and we’ll deliver them to the Salvation Army.

Register now for NeSoDak Camp

Camp information is available at the Welcome Center
and in the Church Office. To get early bird pricing,
registration is due by April 15, 2022. For more
information, contact Rachel in the Church Office.

