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4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 19, 2021 8:30 a.m.

Prelude

Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Candle
At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel,
Surprise us by your coming.
We gather together to let God’s good news reorient our lives. O Emmanuel,
Surprise us by your coming.
We wait for the day when all the world will see the sign that God is with us. O Emmanuel,
Surprise us by your coming.
We are shocked by how God comes close, even at this very moment. O Emmanuel,
Surprise us by your coming.
Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these candles, whose flames bring
warmth to winter and fill this place with the glow of hope.
Amen.

Opening Hymn

“O Lord, You’re Beautiful”
Oh Lord You're beautiful; Your face is all I seek
For when Your eyes are on this child; Your grace abounds to me (Repeat)
Keith Green ©Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., Birdwing Music

Invocation, Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of
peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them
seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.
2

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Church

Rachel Clendenin

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to
her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.
26

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Sermon

“Nothing is Impossible”

Pastor Kent Stillson

Hymn of the Day

“God With Us”
Oh You've come to bring peace to be Love; To be nearer to us
You've come to bring life to be Light; To shine brighter in us
Oh Emmanuel God with us
Chorus:
Our Deliverer You are Savior; In Your presence we find our strength
Over ev'rything our Redemption; God with us; You are God with us
Oh You've come to be Hope to this world; For Your honor and name
And You've come to take sin to bear shame’ And to conquer the grave
Oh Emmanuel God with us
Chorus
You are here; You are holy; We are standing in Your glory (Lord) [Repeat 3x]
Chorus (2x)
Oh God with us; You are God with us
Jason Ingram | Leslie Jordan ©2012 Integrity's Praise! Music

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering and Announcements

Text to Give: 605-250-6765

Prayer Song

“Here’s My Heart, Lord”
Here's my heart, Lord; Here's my heart, Lord
Here's my heart, Lord; Speak what is true

Prayers of the Church
Windy Johnson, Tenley Schmig, Pastor Keith Smith, Chuck Schuchard, Laura Oldre,
Christy Kallenberger, Carl Bevers, Sherrill Kluckman, Terri Bruner, Jack Rasmussen,
Alberta Frerichs, Nettie Austin, Pat Reiner, Melanie Schroeder, Don Palmer
Brian Pribyl, cousin of Pam Luckhurst
Cynthia Emery, sister of Renae (Ken) Madison
Paxton and Alex Boetcher, friends of Ron, Robbyn and Darian Givens
Jesse Frederick, daughter-in-law of Kent and Gwen Anderson
Wanda Lee, sister of David (Jan) Johnson
Gloria Fastnact, friend of Rod and Doris Knight
Deaths:
Vern Kaul, father of Vicki (Mike) Sonne
Ted Moe
Terry Meyer

Prayer Song

“Here’s My Heart, Lord”
Here's my heart, Lord; Here's my heart, Lord
Here's my heart, Lord; Speak what is true

Holy Communion

Words of Institution – The Lord’s Prayer – Distribution
Special Music: Robbyn Givens, “Mary Did You Know”
By Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene

Benediction

Sending Hymn

“Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)”
Joy to the world the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room; And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing; And heaven and heaven and nature sing
Joy to the world the Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy; Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy
Chorus:
Joy unspeakable joy; An overflowing well
No tongue can tell; Joy unspeakable joy
It rises in my soul; Never lets me go
He rules the world with truth and grace; And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness; And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love; And wonders wonders of His love
Chorus
Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts | Matt Gilder; ©sixsteps Music

Call to Service Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Postlude
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023757. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Serving This Weekend
Presiding: Pastor Dave Nerdig; Preaching: Pastor Kent Stillson;
Worship Team; Sound and Projection: Axel Lickei, Roger Whittle
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Year-end giving information
■ All 2021 offerings must reach our office by noon
on December 31, 2021.
■ Call Jodi in the Church Office if you need more
information on remaining amounts on your Estimate
of Giving for 2021.

Join the Sound & Projection Team

Now is a great time to join the Sound & Projection
Team as we experience the Advent, Christmas and
a new year of worship and activities. Team
members are needed on Saturday evenings,
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings during
the school year. It’s easy and fun! Set up a time with
Roger and Robbyn, at your convenience, to be
trained. Call the Church Office at 605-886-2696 or
email Roger at roger@lcoorwatertown.org.

THIS WEEK: Dec. 20 – Dec. 28
MONDAY December 20
NO PRE-K CLASSES DEC. 20-JAN. 2
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
7:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
TUESDAY December 21
8:30 a.m. TEXT STUDY
10 a.m. Prayer Shawl Group
1 p.m. Ted Moe Visitation
2 p.m. Ted Moe Memorial Service
WEDNESDAY December 22
HOLY COMMUNION
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
4:45 p.m. Family Meal
5:30 p.m. Church School
6:30 p.m. WOW Worship
7:15 p.m. Confirmation Workshop #11
7:30 p.m. HS Deeper
7:30 p.m. Praise & Rejoice Choir Practice
THURSDAY December 23
9 a.m. Sanctuary Decoration
5:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
FRIDAY December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
Noon Church Office Closes
1:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship
3:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship
5:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship
10 p.m. Candlelight Worship
SATURDAY December 25
NO WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY December 26
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
MONDAY December 27
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
7:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
TUESDAY December 28
8:30 a.m. Text Study
6:30 p.m. Worship & Music Committee Meeting

Attendance & Offering
Dec. 5 Live Stream – 144
Saturday, Dec. 11 – 39
Sunday, Dec. 12 – (8:30) 172, (10:30) 135
Wednesday, Dec. 15 – 514

Offering (Dec. 12)
General Fund: $11,117; Church School: $74.61;
Mission of the Month: $746.59; Debt Relief: $145;
Simply Giving Offering (Dec. 6-10)
General Fund: $4,772.39; Debt Relief: $120;
Mission of the Month: $19.37; Other: $24.49.

Last day to order poinsettias

Today is the last day to order a poinsettia in honor
or in memory of a loved one or to the glory of God.
These lovely red poinsettias will beautify the
sanctuary for our Christmas Eve weekend worship
services. You may take them home following the 10
p.m. worship service on Christmas Eve. Cost of
each poinsettia is $15. Fill out an order form at the
Welcome Center today.

Help us update our phone records
Have you recently dropped your landline? Has
your address, phone or email changed? Please
keep us in the loop so we can update our
records and church directory. Notify us of
updates by calling 605-886-2696 or email
jodi@lcoorwatertown.org.

December Mission of the Month

The LCOOR Care Fund is our Mission of the Month
for December. Dollars donated to the Care Fund
are primarily passed along to church members
needing help with food, clothing, rent, utilities,
transportation, lodging and other emergencies.
When donating to the Mission of the Month, please
clearly mark “Mission of the Month” on your offering
envelope. Thank you!

Join us for Christmas Eve worship
■ 1:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
■ 3:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
■ 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
■ 10 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
Check out the digital billboard on U.S. Highway 212
near 14th Street for our message inviting everyone
to worship with us.

National Youth Gathering
Registration forms are available from Philip for the
National Youth Gathering scheduled for July 24-28,
2022, in Minneapolis. Forms must be returned to
Philip by Jan. 12, 2022.

2022 offering envelopes are here

Please stop by the table near the Welcome Center
before or after worship to pick up you offering
envelopes for next year!

Smile Amazon to helps Preschool
If you are ordering any last-minute Christmas gifts
from Amazon, you can help support the Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer Preschool! Use the link
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0324629. Or, sign
in to Smile Amazon as you normally would and find
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer in Watertown.
The Preschool will get a percentage of your
purchases. Thank you for your support!

Sandwich Ministry needs cookies

The Watertown Sandwich Ministry needs cookies to
add to the hundreds of sack lunches packed each
week. Whip up a batch of your favorite cookies and
drop them off at the church. Pre-assembled bags of
cookie ingredients are available at the Welcome
Center. Thank you for helping!

Salvation Army needs hearty soup
During December, our friends at The Salvation
Army Food Pantry have a shortage of hearty soup.
As you go grocery shopping, please consider
picking up a couple extra cans to donate. Drop
these items off at LCOOR and we will deliver them
to the Salvation Army. Thanks for your generosity.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
■ Sunday, January 30, 2022, 11:30 am
■ Committee Reports for the Annual Booklet are
due into Roger Whittle by Monday, Jan. 10. Please
email to roger@lcoorwatertown.org.

