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3nd Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 12, 2021 8:30 a.m.

Prelude
Welcome
Lighting of the Advent Candle
At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel,
Open us up to your coming.
We gather together to allow our deeply held hopes to be reshaped by God’s promises.
O Emmanuel,
Open us up to your coming.
We wait for the day when God will make for us a future that is no longer predicated on our
fear. O Emmanuel,
Open us up to your coming.
We find a new receptivity within us that desires God’s will over our own will and relies on God’s
justice and mercy to accomplish it. O Emmanuel,
Open us up to your coming.
Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these candles, whose flames bring
warmth to winter and fill this place with the glow of hope.
Amen.

Advent Hymn

“Prepare Him Room”
O behold the mystery now unfolds; See the star shine on the virgin foretold
Angels sing and light up the sky; Hope rings out in a newborn's cry
Swing wide you ancient gates; For Christ is born today
Prepare Him room prepare Him room; Let the King of Glory enter in
God with us the promise has come to be; This the one the prophets were longing to see
In the darkness a blazing light; To the hungry the words of life
His kingdom now is near; For those with ears to hear
Prepare Him room prepare Him room; Let the King of Glory enter in
Oh our hearts as busy as Bethlehem; Hear Him knock don't say there's no room in the inn
Through the cradle cross and grave; See the love of God displayed
Now He's risen and he reigns; Praise the Name above all names
Prepare Him room prepare Him room; Let the King of Glory enter in (2x)
Let the King of Glory enter in
Dave Fournier and Rebecca Elliott © 2014 Sovereign Grace Praise

Invocation, Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John,
that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Special Music

“A Christmas Carillon”

The Handbell Choir

Tunes: “Joy to the World,” “Angels We Have Heard on High,” “Good Christian
Friends, Rejoice,” “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” and “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” Arranged by Margaret Tucker

First Scripture Reading

Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord GOD is my strength
and my might; he has become my salvation. 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of
salvation. 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known
his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. 5Sing praises to the LORD, for
he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal
Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
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Second Reading

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Gospel

Pastor Dave Nerdig

Luke 3:7-17

7

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."
10
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" 11In reply he said to them, "Whoever
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise."
12
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?"
13
He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." 14Soldiers also asked
him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."
15
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire." 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good
news to the people.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Sermon

“What Then Should We do?”

Pastor Dave Nerdig

Hymn of the Day

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
O come O come Emmanuel; And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lowly exile here; Until the Son of God appear
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer; Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night; And death's dark shadows put to flight
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel; Shall come to thee O Israel
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel; Shall come to thee O Israel rejoice (Repeat All)
John Mason Neale and Steven Curtis Chapman Music: 1995 Primary Wave Brian (Chapman Sp Acct) (Admin. by BMG Chrysalis)

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering and Announcements

Text to Give: 605-250-6765

New Member Reception
Prayers of the Church
Hospitalized/Ill: Windy Johnson, Tenley Schmig, Pastor Keith Smith, Chuck Schuchard
Kay Moe, Carl Bevers, Sherrill Kluckman, Terri Bruner, Alberta Frerichs,
Nettie Austin, Pat Reiner, Laura Oldre, Melanie Schroeder
Brian Pribyl, cousin of Pam Luckhurst
Cynthia Emery, sister of Renae (Ken) Madison
Paxton and Alex Boetcher, friends of Ron, Robbyn and Darian Givens
Jesse Frederick, daughter-in-law of Kent and Gwen Anderson
Wanda Lee, sister of David (Jan) Johnson
Gloria Fastnact, friend of Rod and Doris Knight
Baptisms:
Margot Ellen Rae Krumwiede, Hank Ryan Anderson
Deaths:
Don Harrington
Terry Meyer

Debbie Jants, sister of Melinda (Terry) Nelson

The Lord’s Prayer

Blessing of Prayer Shawls
Benediction
Sending Hymn

“This Is Amazing Grace”
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness; Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory the King above all kings
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder; And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
The King of Glory the King above all kings
Chorus
Yeah This is amazing grace; This is unfailing love
That You would take my place; That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life; That I would be set free
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me
Who brings our chaos back into order; Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory the King of Glory
Who rules the nations with truth and justice; Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of Glory the King above all kings
Chorus
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain; Worthy is the King who conquered the grave (Repeat 2x)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain; Worthy worthy worthy Oh
Chorus
Jeremy Riddle, Josh Farro and Phil Wickham © 2012 Phil Wickham Music

Call to Service Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!
Postlude
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023757. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Serving This Weekend
Presiding: Pastor Kent Stillson; Preaching: Pastor Dave Nerdig;
Worship Team; Sound and Projection: Sam Langner, Roger Whittle
Head Usher: Darwin Brinkman
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It’s time for Christmas Programs!
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer’s Preschool and
Church School students will present special
Christmas programs over the next week. All of the
programs will be Livestreamed for those who can’t
attend in person.
Wednesday, December 15
■ Preschool Christmas Programs will be at 10:30
a.m. and 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
■ Wednesday Church School Christmas Program
will be during worship at 6:30 p.m. Children should
be here at 5:30 p.m. for their regular Church School
time, and meet in their classrooms to get ready!
Sunday, December 19
■ Sunday Church School Christmas Program will
be at 9:30 a.m., between worship services.

THIS WEEK: Dec. 12 – Dec. 19
SUNDAY December 12
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m. Nominating Committee Meeting
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
MONDAY December 13
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
7:15 p.m. Al-Anon (Assembly B)
TUESDAY December 14
8:30 a.m. TEXT STUDY
1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting
WEDNESDAY December 15
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
10:30 a.m. Preschool Christmas Program – Busy Bees
12:15 p.m. Men’s Lunch
2 p.m. Preschool Christmas Program – Shining Stars
4:45 p.m. Family Meal
5:30 p.m. Church School
6:30 p.m. WOW Worship
Church School Christmas Program
7:15 p.m. Confirmation Workshop #10
7:30 p.m. HS Deeper
7:30 p.m. Praise & Rejoice Choir Practice
THURSDAY December 16
LAST DAY OF PRESCHOOL (CHRISTMAS BREAK)
9 a.m. Quilting
10 a.m. Book Club
6:30 p.m. New member meeting
FRIDAY December 17
8 a.m. Watertown Sandwich Ministry
9 a.m. Quilting
SATURDAY December 18
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED
5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship (Lay led)
SUNDAY December 19
HOLY COMMUNION
8:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m. Nominating Committee Meeting
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

Attendance & Offering
Nov. 28 Live Stream – 106
Saturday, Dec. 4 – 71
Sunday, Dec. 5 – (8:30) 174, (10:30) 122
Wednesday, Dec. 8 – 158

Offering (Dec. 5)
General Fund: $14,765; Church School: $58.19;
Mission of the Month: $50.36; Debt Relief: $20;
Other $635; 2022 Offering: $16,500
Simply Giving Offering (Nov. 29-Dec. 3)
General Fund: $11,182.67; Debt Relief: $23;
Mission of the Month: $55; Other: $144.97.

Order poinsettias for Christmas
Order a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved
one or to the glory of God. These lovely red
poinsettias will beautify the sanctuary for our
Christmas Eve weekend worship services. You may
take them home following the 10 p.m. worship
service on Christmas Eve. Cost of each poinsettia is
$15. Fill out an order form at the Welcome Center
before Dec. 19.

Help us update our phone records
Have you recently dropped your landline? Has
your address, phone or email changed? Please
keep us in the loop so we can update our
records and church directory. Notify us of
updates by calling 605-886-2696 or email
jodi@lcoorwatertown.org.

Special thanks to …
Christmas is a time of giving, and Lutheran Church
of Our Redeemer would like to offer thanks for
these special efforts:
■ Lisa Olerud provided the Christmas display on the
table near the coat closets, the potted greenery
near the entrance doors and had the wreaths in the
Great Hall redesigned.
■ Roger & Linda Austad and Nancy Iverson created
the table decorations gracing the tables in the
Gathering Space.
■ Hy-Vee recently donated a large supply of bread
to the Watertown Sandwich Ministry. It was greatly
appreciated and will be put to good use!

Sandwich Ministry needs cookies

The Watertown Sandwich Ministry needs cookies to
add to the hundreds of sack lunches packed each
week. Whip up a batch of your favorite cookies and
drop them off at the church. Pre-assembled bags of
cookie ingredients are available at the Welcome
Center. Thank you for helping!

December Mission of the Month

The LCOOR Care Fund is our Mission of the Month
for December. Dollars donated to the Care Fund
are primarily passed along to church members
needing help with food, clothing, rent, utilities,
transportation, lodging and other emergencies.
When donating to the Mission of the Month, please
clearly mark “Mission of the Month” on your offering
envelope. Thank you!

Join us for Christmas Eve worship
■ 1:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
■ 3:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
■ 5:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
■ 10 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
Check out the digital billboard on U.S. Highway 212
near 14th Street for our message inviting everyone
to worship with us.

National Youth Gathering
Registration forms are available from Philip for the
National Youth Gathering scheduled for July 24-28,
2022, in Minneapolis. Forms must be returned to
Philip by Jan. 12, 2022.

2022 offering envelopes are here

Please stop by the table near the Welcome Center
before or after worship to pick up you offering
envelopes for next year!

Salvation Army needs hearty soup

During December, our
friends at The
Salvation Army Food
Pantry have a
shortage of hearty soup. As you go grocery
shopping, please consider picking up a couple extra
cans to donate. Drop these items off at LCOOR and
we will deliver them to the Salvation Army. Thanks
in advance for your generosity.

