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Message from Pastor Dan Ofstehage
“All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner
of things shall be well.” — Julian of Norwich
I have a few sticky notes on the bottom of my computer screen in my office. One is a reminder from Psalm 46 to be still and know that God is God
(and I’m not). Mary Oliver’s poem “Praying” hangs as a reminder of what
prayer is. The third note is a quote from the ancient mystic Julian of Norwich. “All shall be well,” she says. “All manner of things shall be well.”
This message of hope from Julian of Norwich is grounding. It is a reminder that, even in chaotic and difficult times, God is present. Norwich’s words
aren’t a promise that everything will be wonderful. They do remind us that
the trials we might face aren’t the end all be all. God’s love and Jesus’ death and resurrection are what
make all manner of things well.
Living in this hope, that all shall be well, we are able to move into our future with hope. What does
that hopeful future grounded in God look like for us? As we have begun our stewardship campaign
we:
 Envision a future where Preschool kiddos are abundantly welcome
through An Education with Jesus.
 Children and families will grow in their faith as we Develop Lives
of Faith.
 We also know that to have a clear vision of where God is moving us
we need to work on a strategic plan as we Seek and Embrace God’s
Plan.
Thank you for your continued support of our shared ministry
as we look ahead to “A Future With Hope”
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Financial News

August 2021 Financial Report
Revenue

$ 76,066.95

% of Budget Year Completed

Expenses

$ 76,342.14

2021 Budgeted Income

Change in General Fund

($ 275.19)

Revenue to Date

$ 657,647.72

Expenses to Date

$ 591,100.70

MEMORIALS
$165 given since
last printing





Prayer Shawl Ministry
given in memory of Dorothy Iverson.
given in memory of Clinton Eugene
Foster by Dion, Gwen & Megan
Dockter.

Sandwich Ministry
given in memory of Elaine Larsen.

66.67%
$ 966,188.00

% of Budged Income
Received YTD

68.07%

Budgeted Expenses for 2021

$ 962,224.00

% of Budged Expenses
Incurred YTD

61.43%

Thrivent Choice Dollars donated
We have received two
deposits from members with
Thrivent Choice Dollars!
A big THANK YOU goes
out to Ron & Robbyn Givens and Jodi Spilde who directed Choice Dollars® to
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer and LCOOR Christian Preschool.
LCOOR Christian Pre-

school - $25.00
Lutheran Church of
Our Redeemer – $26.00

MISSION OF THE MONTH
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cameroon
The Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Cameroon, a member
of the Lutheran World Federation,
is a fast-growing church with
215,000 members in 1,350 congregations. The ELCC is served
by 168 pastors, 375 evangelists,
and 288 catechists.
The ELCC’s ministries include
seminary education, Bible
schools, primary and secondary
education, health care, rural development, women’s and youth

Campus Ministries

ministries, and Bible translation
and literacy.
Gifts to the Mission of the
Month are intended to go beyond
your regular giving. Be sure to

clearly state “Mission of the
Month” on your offering envelope
so that it can be credited properly.
Please consider supporting
this life-giving ministry!
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Just for Fun
Be a fisher of men
There was a new family that had
just moved into town. Their son came
to Sunday School but seemed upset.
His teacher asked him if anything
was wrong.
The boy replied no, that he was
going to go fishing but his dad told
him that he needed to go to church
instead. The teacher was very impressed with the boy's parents and
asked the boy if his father had explained to him why it was more important to go to church than to go
fishing. The boy replied, "Yes he did.
My dad said he didn't have enough
bait for both of us."

Pastors’ Top 10 list

Here are some things that a Pastor dreams of hearing in his church.
1.Hey! It's my turn to sit in the
front pew.
2. I was so enthralled, I didn’t noticed your sermon went 25 minutes
over time.
3. Personally, I find witnessing
much more enjoyable than golf.
4. I've decided to give our church
the $500 a month I used to send to
TV evangelists.
5. I volunteer to be the permanent
teacher for Sunday School class.
6. Forget the denominational minimum salary, let's pay our pastor so
he can live like we do.
7. I love it when we sing hymns
I've never heard before!
8. Since we're all here, let's start
the service early.
9. Pastor, we'd like to send you to
this Bible seminar in the Bahamas.
10. Nothing inspires me and
strengthens my commitment like our
annual stewardship campaign!
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Betchya can’t eat just one
A church had a picnic and invited the entire community to come. The Pastor placed a basket full of apples
on one end of a table with a sign saying, "Take only one
apple please - Remember that God is watching."
On the other end of the table was a plate of cookies
where one of the children had placed a sign saying,
"Take all the cookies you want -- God is watching the
apples."

Brotherly love?
A Sunday school teacher was teaching the Ten
Commandments to her 5- and 6-year olds. After explaining the commandment to "honor thy father and
thy mother," she asked, "Is there a commandment
that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?"
One little boy shouted, "Thou shall not kill."

Dear Heavenly Father:
So far, today, I've done all right. I haven't gossiped
or lost my temper. I haven't been greedy, grumpy,
nasty, or self centered. I'm really happy about that so
far. But in a few minutes I'm going to be getting out of
bed and then I'm going to need a lot of help. Thank
you! Amen.
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Youth Ministry
HS Deeper – Every Wednesday night at 7:30 pm, we gather in the youth room for fellowship and awesome
discussions. All 9th – 12th Graders are encouraged to attend. Please feel free to bring a friend or even friends.
For the month of October, we will meet on Wednesday the 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th.

7th/8th Grade Confirmation Workshop Dates…
Wednesday, October 6 – Workshop #2
Wednesday, October 13 – Workshop #3
Wednesday, October 20 – Workshop #4
Wednesday October 27 – Workshop #5

HS Jumpstart — Join other HS youth every Monday morning at Gather Coffee Shop, as
we enjoy some caffeine to get the adrenaline flowing and share in a group devotion to
“Jumpstart” our faith for the day and week ahead of us! Jumpstart will meet on October 4th,
18th & 25th. (We will NOT meet on the 11th since there is no school that day)

HS Table Talk — HS Coffee and Conversation has a new name. It’s the same concept we only

changed the name! Every Thursday afternoon, come to Gather Coffee Shop and join other HS
youth for lively conversation while enjoying your favorite drink! This is a time for us to touch base
with one another as we share in our joys and concerns and navigate our ups and downs as a community of faith! In October we will meet on the 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th.

9th Grade Confirmation Service — will take place on Sunday, October 31, 2021 at the 8:30 & 10:30

a.m. Worship Services. You should have received your Confirmation information packet in the mail. (If not,
please contact the church). Please mark October 24 in your calendar for Confirmation Retreat and Rehearsal.
The retreat is just for the youth and will last from 5 to 6:30 p.m. (a meal will be provided).

Middle School Merge — Will gather for the first time on Monday, October 18, 2021.

We will come together for a meal at 6 p.m. followed by some awesome group activities and
games. Activities conclude at 7:30 p.m. Hope you can join us and, as always, friends are welcome!

Lutheran World Relief:
Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund
When you make LWR Quilts and
Kits, you join countless others
across the country who reach out to
people in need around the world
through this ministry.
LWR spends around $1.3 million to
operate this program, distributing $13
million worth of quilts and kits a year.
Those funds, combined with the generosity of donors, ensure LWR has the
resources needed to move these items
around the world. You can help!
Support our quilt and kit ministry by

donating to LWR's Quilt & Kit Shipping
Fund to ensure that LWR can continue
working with partners around the world
to deliver these gifts.
Cost to deliver quilts and kits overseas
One Mission Quilt.……………………….$2.25
One School Kit…………………………...$1.40
One Personal Care Kit…………………$2.65*
One Baby Care Kit………………………$1.30
One Fabric Kit.…………………………...$1.00
*Includes the cost of toothpaste
to go with the Personal Care Kit
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Dish to Pass by Twila Schmitt

O

ur 2021 “God’s
Work. Our
Hands” was certainly one to
remember! People once again stepped
up to provide food, project supplies -- and their
valuable time. And while many wonderful things were accomplished on September 19 & 22 (summarized in
another report), a few other projects are worth mentioning as well!
Last month, while delivering Meals on Wheels, some church members identified a sidewalk and stairs
project that really needed to be done right away. So they did it!
We also had another two projects slated that got done -- without our help! A downtown building owner
painted over the graffiti that we planned to cover during our project day. (That’s a win!) And, we received a
call the Friday afternoon before “God’s Work. Our Hands” that a huge deck removal project was “already
done.” That’s fantastic!
Seeing families, friends and folks of all ages come together to work on these projects is really the heart of
“God’s Work. Our Hands!” These days would not have happened without months of planning by Paige Sullivan and Lynn Langner! Thanks, also, to Rachel Clendenin who took on the project of collecting hygiene
supplies for Watertown Intermediate School and Middle School during her first month on the job here!
Our total number of participants may have been slightly smaller this year, but everything that we accomplished was incredible! THANKS to ALL who participated!

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different
kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same
God at work.” – 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
Char Loterbauer brought these scrumptious Snickerdoodle Cookie Bars to the “God’s Work. Our Hands”
meal! Bake up a batch & enjoy!

Snickerdoodle Cookie Bars
1 c butter, softened
1 c sugar
2/3 c brown sugar
2 eggs

3 tsp vanilla extract
2 c flour
½ tsp salt

Topping
1/2 c sugar
4 tsp ground cinnamon
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Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray a 10x15x1 pan with nonstick cooking spray and then line with parchment paper. Cream
the butter and sugars together for 2-3 minutes. Add eggs and vanilla and mix for another 2-3 minutes. Add flour and salt and mix
just until combined. Distribute the dough evenly in the prepared
pan and use a knife to spread evenly to the edges. In a small
bowl, mix the sugar and ground cinnamon together and sprinkle
over the top of the dough. Bake for 20-25 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in the middle comes out clean. Let cool and then
slice and serve.
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Christian Education
“All your children will be taught by the Lord,
and great will be their peace.”

— Isaiah 54:13

Greetings all! I hope this finds you all well and enjoying the start of the new
school year!
This verse from Isaiah reminds us that to help give our children peace, they
should be taught by the Lord’s teachings. We are blessed to have an amazing group
of volunteers that have stepped up to assist with this. We have great teachers and
volunteers from seventh grade on up that are making sure the children are learning
and safe. Please, when you see one of these incredible people, give them a “good job and thanks!” Also, keep
them in your prayers.
Phew! It has been a wonderfully busy month at LCOOR and with the kiddos. We have celebrated the start of
Church School classes with 209 registered children ranging in ages from 3 years to sixth grade! If you are still
interested, all are welcome to register and join us! Remember, for the Wednesday Church School crew, there is a
meal available starting at 4:45 p.m. for families; we ask for a donation of $3 per person or $10 per family. This
just helps us offset the cost of the food.

Calling volunteers!
There are a few spots available for teachers that would ease the burden on our current teachers. Please prayerfully consider helping!
The Kiddos took part in the God’s Work, Our Hands day as a service project. Our youngest ones colored lunch
bags for the Sandwich Ministry, the 2nd graders rolled bandages for global needs, and our older kids assembled
hygiene kits for the Watertown Intermediate School and the Watertown Middle School. Older kiddos also helped
the Sandwich Ministry by labeling the bags! As a church school, we also collected hygiene products for the
schools, including socks and underwear. This worked well with the lesson “Who is the greatest?” Mark 9:30-37.
Jesus talked to the disciples about being a servant of the Lord by being a servant to all. Our children were able to
serve the Lord by serving needs in our community.

Dates to Remember
Sunday, October 3, and Wednesday, October 6 during Worship - Third-graders receive Bibles.
Monday, October 18 at 6 p.m. - The return of Route 56, a youth group for our fifth- and sixth-graders! Meal
from 6 to 6:30 p.m. and program from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. More information will be coming soon!
It has been wonderful to have the kiddos’ energy back in Our Church. It reminds us that where there are children in church, the church is growing!
God’s Blessings to all of you! -

Rachel
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Fellowship and Outreach

God’s Work. Our Hands. 2021
A huge THANKS to all who participated in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” on September 19 and 22! We had
a tremendous response to our request for hygiene supplies for our Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center and
Watertown Middle School & Intermediate School projects.
Thanks to all who provided food & supplies for our meal in the Great Hall. We also appreciate the crew
who helped serve and clean up! Thanks to Roger Whittle & Robbyn Givens for scrambling around to take
photos during the event!

Our projects this year included:
Road ditch clean-up
Pine Ridge hygiene kits (80 completed)
School hygiene kits (120 completed)
I-29 Rest Area clean-up
Window trim painting & yard clean-up
Sewing hospice gowns (20+ completed)
Delivering Fellowship bags (165 delivered)
Trim trees at church
Roll bandages for Global Health Ministries
Clean leaves from gutters
Cake kits – 30 cake & frosting kits
Kickoff meal in Great Hall
A huge THANK YOU to Paige Sullivan and Lynn
Langner for organizing this amazing day of service!
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Counseling
funds available

Circle Bible studies
continue in October

October food drive:
Peanut butter

One of our stewardship priorities during this past year has been
providing intentional care for
emotional and mental health.
LCOOR can provide confidential
financial assistance for anyone
who may wish to meet with a professional therapist. For additional
information, please call Twila at
605-886-2696.

Priscilla and Martha Circles will
meet in October and continue the
bible study, “The Gift of the Spirit,” from Gather magazine. Copies
can be found in the church office.
All are invited to attend!
Priscilla Circle will meet at
9:30 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 13, in
the Gathering Space.
Martha Circle will meet at 2
p.m. Monday, Oct. 11, in the Youth
Room. Vaughn Berger leads.

The Salvation Army
has told us the food
bank is again in need
of peanut butter.
The need for the
food bank is great
in Watertown, so we are asking
LCOOR members to pick up a jar
or two the next time you are grocery shopping and drop them off
at the Welcome Center or the
Church Office. Thanks again for
all that you do!
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Worship and Music Ministry

Make a

JOYFULunto
NOISE
the Lord
Praise & Rejoice Choir

Do you love singing in the shower!
Bring your talent and come make a joyful
noise unto the Lord with the Praise & Rejoice Choir.
This teen and adult choir meets every
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. to practice. It’s a
great opportunity for fellowship, as well
as for singing praises to God. Under the
direction of Tera McDonnell, this group
sings for worship an average of two times
per month and at many festival worship
services. Everyone is welcome to share in
this act of praise as we are called to the
service of providing music for worship!
For more information contact Tera at
(605) 496-2016 or see Robbyn in the
church office.

Handbell Choirs
The Handbell Choir is under the direction of Bev Splinter and makes beautiful
music together, practicing Wednesday
evenings at 7:15 p.m. High School age
youth and adults are encouraged to join
this group. Small groups of ringers from
this group also join together at times to
provide special music for worship.
The Redeemer Ringers include youth in
seventh grade on up. Watch the bulletin
for Redeemer Ringer practice times which
coincide with their schedule to play in
worship. For more information on these
Handbell Choirs, contact Bev Splinter at
(605) 237-5400 or see Robbyn in the
church office.
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Preschool News
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Adult Bible Study

Please join your church family
for a 45 minute Bible Study on
Sundays, between church services 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. in the
Great Hall.
We will study the Parables of
Jesus . Our method: read the Bible where Jesus told the parables
and discuss together -- what did
this story/teaching mean then and
what does it mean now. There
are no less than 38 parables recorded in the New Testament. Mark says (4:34) "Jesus did not say anything to
them without using a parable.
This is the kind of class that is good in these ways:
■ little prior Bible knowledge needed -- just an open
mind for learning.
■ If you have to miss a time or two, you can pick up
fresh again when you return
■ The parables are the best way to get the closest to
Jesus' teachings.
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Book Club
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer’s book club meets at 10 a.m. on
the fourth Thursday of each month at
the church, unless otherwise noted.
Get together with fellow book-lovers
for some great discussion of each
month’s book.
Here is the lineup for the next few
months:
October 28:
“Great Small Things”
by Jodi Picoult. Discussion Leader:
Joan Hohnstadt.
November 18:
“Sunflower Sisters”
by Martha Hall Kelley.
(Date change due to Thanksgiving).
Discussion leader: TBD.
December 23: “The Day the
World Came to Town” by Jim
Defede - Discussion leader: Maylou
Austin.

