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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Messages from Pastor Kent Stillson
Fewer Worship Safety Restrictions This Summer
The LCOOR Church Council at its April 13 meeting approved a plan for
lifting worship and ministry restrictions that were put in place 13 months ago
in response to the COVID 19 pandemic. The full details are printed on the
reverse side of the May calendar inside this newsletter and on our church
website.
A few highlights:
 Loosening of restrictions begin May 23, when we begin the summer
lake schedule
 Singing, coffee and children’s sermons return!
 The hopes are to return fully to meals and everything else together in the fall. To help us get there,
please do all you can to stop the spread of the virus.

LCOOR Hiring looking for a
Christian Education Director
LCOOR is seeking to hire a ¾ time
Christian Education director to provide
leadership for Sunday School,
Wednesday School, Vacation Bible
School and other Children’s ministries.
You will find the job description and
application form at

www.lcoorwatertown.org.

Worship at Lake Kampeska May 23

For 40-plus years, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer has
been holding a summer worship service at Memorial Park on
Lake Kampeska.
This year to get back together more fully, we begin the Outdoor
Worship Service the Sunday before Memorial Day, May 23.
The outdoors will allow us to gather for worship with fewer
safety restrictions. Pray for good weather. Remember, last
summer we did not cancel even once, thought the weather was
questionable a few times.
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LCOOR
Endowment
Grants

Endowment Grant applications for the LCOOR Ministry
Grants are due May 31.
Forms can be picked up at
the Welcome Center or the
Church Office.

The Latest Word

Financial News

March 2021 Financial Report
Revenue

$ 82,334.02

2021 Budgeted Income

Expenses

$ 77,315.01

% of Budged Income
Received YTD

Change in General Fund

$ 5,019.01

Revenue to Date

$ 281,694.72

Expenses to Date

$215,338.11

% of Budget Year Completed

$ 966,188.00
29.16%

Budgeted Expenses for 2021

$ 962,224.00

% of Budged Expenses
Incurred YTD

22.38%

25%

$695.00 given in Memorials/Special Gifts since last printing
Dion & Gwen Dockter, Pam Luckhurst
and Darwin & Nancy Brinkman
special gift given by Karen Moeller
given in memory of Mrs. Erickson by
given in memory of Gerri Kerkvliet by
Al
& Pam Raeder
Brenda Wicks and Family
Mission & Endowment Fund
special gift given by John & Lorna
Stonebarger
given in memory of Angie Darling by
given in memory of Jean Wilkinson
Gary & Carna Kruse
by Rod & Nancy Iverson, Ron & Robbyn
BeFriender Ministry
Givens, Carl & Sharon Bevers, Al & Pam given in memory of Jean Wilkinson
Raeder, Pam Luckhurst, Pam VanGilder by Ron & Robbyn Givens
and Family & Friends
Preschool
given in memory of Angie Darling by
given in memory of JoAnn Gibson

Prayer Shawl Ministry

(sister of Kathy) by Don & Kathy Scharn

and Mike & Karen Thul

Music Team Fund
given in memory of Doreen Erickson
by Harlan & Judy Konrad

Youth Ministry
given in memory of Angie Darling by
Larry & Dawn Rieffenberger, Roger &
Diane Aadland, Greg & Connie Gertsen,
Jim & Kathy Hanson and Wayne & Linda
Meester


Timmerman Scholarship

Thrivent Choice Dollars received in April

Watertown High School
Graduates that will be entering
first or second year of education
or technical training at a South
Dakota State supported institution are eligible to apply for one
of three $500 scholarships. Information and applications are
available in the church office, at
the Welcome Center or online at
https://lcoorwatertown.org/ under
the RESOURCES tab.

Great news! We have received two deposits from members
and friends with Thrivent Choice Dollars!
A heartfelt thanks goes out to Burt Andersh, Doug Austin,
Tony & Lori Beyer, Wanda Dahl, Robert & Paula Davis, Burdette & Janet Drake, Robbyn Givens, Joan Hakeman, Paul Hinderaker, Nancy Hlavacek, Rod Iverson, Dan & Julie Jenson,
Dan Kohls, Ken Madison, Sharon Malcom, Kay Moe, Harlow
& Gloria Ostenvik, Mike Passow, Russ Porath, Al Raeder, Bob
& Pat Reiner, Richard Rogers, Lana Ronning, Don Scharn,
Marilyn Schimmel, Wally Schmitt, Steve Schull, AJ Sherrill,
Jim Silliman, Gregg & Barb Struwe, Paige Sullivan and Vera
Sunne who directed Choice Dollars® to Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer and LCOOR Christian Preschool.

Registration Deadline is
5/31/2021.

LCOOR Christian Preschool - $449.00
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer – $1,517.00
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Just for Fun
Lutherans ...

















like to sing, except when
confronted with a new hymn
or a hymn with more than four
verses.
believe their pastors will visit
them in the hospital, even if
they don't notify them that they
are there.
feel that applauding for the children's choirs would make the
kids too proud and conceited.
drink coffee as if it were the
Third Sacrament.
still believe that an ELCA bride
and an LCMS groom make for
a mixed marriage.
clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall.
think that Garrison Keillor
stories are totally factual.
know that any Lutheran mother
can give any Jewish mother a
run for their money in the guilt
department.
feel guilty about not feeling
guilty.
think that peas in a tuna noodle
casserole add too much color.
think butter is a spice.
volunteer to shovel the sidewalk when the only open pew
is up front.
think the four food groups
are coffee, lefse, lutefisk, and
Jell-O.

What’s going on here?
A rabbi, a priest, and a Lutheran minister walk into a bar. The
bartender looks up and says, “Is
this a joke?”

Page 4

Quiet please …
A Sunday School teacher asked her children
on the way to service, “Why is it necessary to be
quiet in church?” One little girl replied, “Because
people are sleeping.”

A little horse trading
A man buys a horse from an old pastor. The
pastor explains that in order to make the horse
go, he must say “Thank God,” and to make him
stop, he must say “Amen.” The buyer nods in
agreement.
The man gets on the horse, readies himself,
takes a deep breath, and says, “Thank God!”
Immediately, the horse takes off like a jet. The
man holds onto the reins desperately as he tries
not to get bucked off. Eventually, the horse starts
heading toward a cliff.
“Uhh … WHOA!” the man yells, to no avail.
The horse continues galloping toward the cliff.
“Stop! STOP!!” Nothing. Then suddenly he remembers the pastor’s instructions and yells,
“AMEN!”
The horse screeches to a halt, right at the
edge of the cliff. The man breathes a great sigh
of relief and says, “Thank God.”

The Latest Word

Children & Youth Ministry
HS Deeper
Ninth through 12th graders … join us for thought-provoking and faith building discussions on Wednesday nights at 7:15 p.m. May HS Deeper dates are the 5 & 12.

HS Seniors Recognition
At the Worship Services on Wednesday, May 12 and Sunday, May 16 we will
honor our seniors as you prepare for the next adventure in your lives. Along with
being recognized you will be given a Prayer Blanket made by the LCOOR Prayer
Shawl Group.
You may choose which service you would like to attend. The options are…
 Wednesday, May 12 at the 6:30 pm Worship
 Sunday, May 16 at the 8:30 am Worship
 Sunday, May 16 at the 10:30 am Worship

Seventh-Eighth Grade Confirmation

Confirmation Workshops will be finishing up in May! Workshops begin at 7:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Confirmation Workshops for the month of May …
 Wednesday, May 5 – Workshop #21
 Wednesday, May 12 – Workshop #22
Confirmation Small Group Leaders meeting (No youth) will take place on Wednesday, May 19 at 6:30
p.m. We will meet at LCOOR in the Great Hall. Pizza and Pop will be served, so come hungry!

HS Coffee & Conversation

Thursday’s 4 p.m. At Gather Coffee Shop (2nd and Kemp)
This is a time to get together for great conversation, activities,
wonderful lattes, smoothies, muffins, cookies and lots of laughs.
We will meet on … May 6 & May 13.

Sunday & Wednesday Church School
Sunday Dates: May 2nd, 9th & 16th
Wednesday Dates: May 5th & 12th

May Bible
Memory
Verse

The flowers
appear on
the earth;
the time
of singing
has come.

Song of
Solomon
2:12

Page 5

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Dish to Pass by Twila Schmitt

H

aving grown up in a small South Dakota town, I have fond memories of
“May Day.” Our yearly tradition included constructing small cone-shaped
containers out of paper plates and filling them with penny candy. Then, on
the morning of May 1, my younger brother and I would fill our bicycle baskets with the treats and pedal around our hometown neighborhoods to drop off our
treats.
We knew that one of the most important rules about delivering May Baskets was
after knocking on the door or ringing the doorbell, you were to scramble away as quickly as you could! If you ever had the misfortune of being “caught” dropping off the May Basket, then you might also have
the “bad luck” of getting a kiss from the recipient!
Fast forward about 40 years. When I worked at the YMCA in Rapid
City, we delivered May Baskets to the volunteers who served on the
board of directors. While we didn’t ride our bikes (or deliver them
anonymously), the gesture was still a nod to days-gone-by.
I love the notion of celebrating small holidays! In fact, I have a daily
calendar that tells me which obscure item or occasion I could celebrate
each and every day of the year. Of course, when we know the love of
Jesus, we don’t need to look any farther to find a reason to celebrate
each day.
“He has given us the Holy Spirit to
fill our hearts with his love.” – Romans 5:5
As May Day 2021 approaches, I’m excited once again to be part of assembling “May Baskets” that will be delivered to many special people
in our church family. (If you wish to help deliver them, please give me a
call.) May brings so many opportunities to celebrate – Mother’s Day,
graduations, warmer weather and Memorial Day, to name a few. I encourage you to keep your eyes and
hearts open to every chance to celebrate and to share the love of God with others!

May I suggest you celebrate by baking a batch of Marilyn Chapman’s Coconut Crunch Cookies?

Coconut Crunch Cookies
1 c. butter
¾ c. sugar
¾ c. brown sugar
2 eggs
2 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. almond extract

3 c. flour
1 tsp. soda
¾ tsp. salt
2 c. coconut
1 (12 oz.) milk chocolate chips
1-1/2 c. finely chopped almonds

Cream butter and sugars until light and fluffy. Beat in eggs and extracts. Combine flour, soda
and salt. Gradually add to creamed mix. Stir in coconut, chips and almonds. Drop by rounded tsp.
on ungreased baking sheets, and bake at 375 degrees for 9 to 11 minutes, or until lightly brown.
Cool one minute before removing from pan.
Page 6

The Latest Word

Worship and Music Ministry
Worship at Memorial Park
It’s that time of year again … time to worship on the shores of Lake
Kampeska at Memorial Park. As the wind rustles through the trees, we’ll
lift our voices in praise for the beautiful worship setting God has provided.
Lake worship begins on May 23 (one week earlier than usual) and continues at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday until Labor Day Weekend, September 5.
Volunteer opportunities abound as we head into the summer worship
season. Please talk to Robbyn, stop by the Welcome Center, or coffee table
at the Lake Worship, or go on-line to www.lcoorwatertown.org → Ministry → Worship & Music Opportunities to sign up if you are willing to help as a Head Usher at Sunday Lake Worship or in-town worship
services. Parking Attendants are needed at all Lake Worship services as are Hymn leaders for both Sunday services. The Worship Team will again lead worship at the lake one Sunday each month. Special music opportunities are also available throughout the summer. Let Robbyn know if you are willing to share
your special talents.

Join the Sound & Projection Team
Summertime is a great time to learn how to serve on the Sound & Projection Team. High school age
students to the ‘more mature’ are welcome to join the Team. Training is provided. Don’t worry; you will
be paired with a veteran member of the Team before you are asked to serve solo. Feel free to stop by the
sound board and chat with a Team member to hear more about this exciting opportunity. Then, contact
Robbyn to set up a time for training that works in your schedule.
If you would like more information about summer volunteer opportunities or if you are interested in
helping or providing special music, please contact Robbyn in the church
Office by calling 886-2696 or emailing robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org.

Go fishing with the LCOOR Fishing League
Fish and fellowship are themes that repeat over and over again
throughout the Bible. Now Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer combines
them once again with the LCOOR Fishing League. Come fish with us as
we meet each Wednesday from 6-9 p.m. from June 9 through July 21.
Teams of two to four people are invited to join this friend- and familyfriendly league. Cost is $15.00 per person with sign-up at the Welcome
Center, lake worship coffee table or by calling Tim Chandler or Tim Moes.
Fishing location will be determined by our resident guides,
Tim Chandler and Tim Moes, prior to each outing. By noon each Wednesday, Tim Chandler will announce that day’s weigh-in location on-line at www.lcoorwatertown.org, as well as at
www.facebook.com/lcoor. Teams may also call the church for this location.
Fish categories include walleye and all other fish (any type of fish qualifies here). Each team can
weigh five fish in each category each week. League winners will be decided by each team’s top five
week’s weights in each category. Your prize(s) will be the satisfaction of out-fishing your peers!
If you’d like more information, please call Tim Chandler at (605) 881-6448 or Tim Moes at (605) 881
-2935. Let’s go fishing!
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Fellowship and Outreach
New Members Welcomed in April
While Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer welcomes new
members all year round, we “officially” received new members during our worship on April 14, April 17 and April 18.

LCOOR Collecting
Canned Pasta & Boxed
Potatoes During May
Our friends at the Salvation Army say
that canned pasta (Ravioli, Beef-a-roni,
Spaghettios ) and boxed potato mixes
(scalloped, au gratin, etc.) are currently
running low! Your donations during the
month of May will help us refill the Food
Pantry shelves. Thanks, in advance, for
your continued generosity!

Diapers, Wipes Needed!

Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund
Lutheran World Relief spends about $1.3 million to
operate this program, distributing about $13 million worth
of quilts and kits each year.
Those funds, combined with the generosity of donors
like us, ensure LWR has the resources to move these
items around the world. You can help! Making a donation ensures that LWR can continue working with partners to deliver these lifesaving quilts and kits.

Prayer Flag Blessing on Pentecost
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The prayer flags that have graced our worship space
during the seasons of Lent and Easter will be blessed into
service through the Holy Spirit on Pentecost on Saturday,
May 22, and Sunday, May 23. Following the worship services, individual prayer flags will be available for you to
deliver to someone -- or keep for your own prayerful purpose. Thanks to all who created these beautiful flags of
prayer!

“Diaper Need” is a real and ongoing
problem for many families in our community. Our neighbors at First United Methodist Church help serve this
need year-round with their
Bundles of Hope ministry.
Please keep this in mind and
know that if you drop off diapers here any time, we will
deliver them for you!
Parents with growing children
are also reminded that the
Bundles of Hope ministry can
always use partial packages of
new disposable diapers to
share with those in need! (All
diapers are repackaged before
they are distributed.) So…if your child
outgrows his or her current size of diapers, bring the remaining diapers here.

The Latest Word

Fellowship and Outreach
Mission of the Month: Pine
Ridge Reconciliation Center
The ministry at the Pine Ridge Reconciliation
Center seeks to foster mutual trust, respect and understanding while addressing the deep poverty that
exists on the reservation.
The Center includes four main ministries:
Threshold/Common Basket Ministries includes
everything that is distributed out of the building including new quilts and blankets, diapers and wipes,
morning coffee, mid-day sandwiches, hot meals and
hygiene kits. In the winter months it also includes
energy assistance matching program.
Cultural Immersions are visiting groups who
come to learn about Lakota history and culture from
the Lakota people. They strive to provide programming and presentations that foster mutual conversations and great understanding of each other.
Lutheran/Lakota Job Corp employs people
from the community of Pine Ridge to run and assist
the ministries of the Reconciliation Center. This
ministry allows people to earn a living and support
their families. They have added mentoring to the
program for young adults.
Children & Youth Currently, the Center hosts
Kids Time on weekdays after school; offering a safe
place to play and build relationships. Early in 2019
Pre-Teen Time was added for 9-12 year olds. They
also added a Teen .
Go to www.pineridgereconciliationcenter.org/ to
learn more about the center.
Gifts to the Mission of the Month are intended to
go beyond your regular giving. Be sure to clearly
state “Mission of the Month” on your offering envelope. Please consider supporting this life giving ministry!

LCOOR Quilters Meet in May
The LCOOR Quilters will resume meeting at 9
a.m. on Thursday, May 6. The quilters plan to continue meeting on the first and third Thursdays, and
the third Friday of each month going forward.
Anyone interested is welcome to attend! Questions? Call Jan Little at 605-886-4136.

Thirteen people participated in a downtown Scripture Walk led
by Welcoming & Caring Ministries Coordinator Twila Schmitt
on Saturday, April 17.

Outdoor Scripture Walk
at Redlin Center May 22
Break out your walking shoes and join Twila for
a “Scripture Walk” at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May
22, at the Redlin Art Center grounds.
We’ll meet in the west parking lot and spend
about 45 minutes together. Hope to see ya there!

LCOOR Youth Director
Granted 30-Day Sabbatical
Phil Lickei, Youth Director and interim Children’s Ministry Director has been granted a 30-day
sabbatical by the Church Council.
This will be a time of study, rest and renewal,
time described in the Bible as Sabbath. This sabbatical follows the model for clergy. As described
by the “LCOOR Staff Policy Handbook,” pastors
are eligible for a 1 – 3 month sabbatical after serving 6 years.
Phil has been on LCOOR staff for nearly 10
years. He has been in full-time youth ministry for
23 years. The sabbatical begins May 17, after the
program year has completed and before the summer ministries go into high gear.
We wish Phil well and look forward to his return .
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Fellowship and Outreach
Road Ditch Clean-up Makes
For a Great Family Outing
Our two miles of road ditch in the S.D. Adopt-aHighway are in need of attention. It’s just an hour out
of your day or evening to make our stretch of Highway 20 look fantastic!
Our two miles begin on Highway 20 at 449th
Street. We have a sign on that NW corner, and our
section goes for two miles to the next sign which is
on the SW corner. As a point of reference, this is on
Highway 20 west past the lake, past the water tower,
past the curves to 449th and the LCOOR sign.
We have divided the miles into four sections to
make it easy for a family to pick up trash in an hour
or less.
 Section 1: 449th to Memorial Park Road (448th
Ave). South side of Highway 20.
 Section 2: 449th - LCOOR sign side to Memorial
Park Road (448th) North side of Highway 20.
 Section 3: 448th (Memorial Park Road) North
side of highway West to the LCOOR sign.
 Section 4: South side of Highway 20 from 448th
(Memorial Park Road) to the LCOOR sign going
west.
This is a fun family project and you can do it
when it is convenient for you!

Packets with bags and gloves are available at the
church office -- or call the office and arrangements
can be made to deliver the directions and bags. Also
ask at the Welcome Desk if you attend in person.
Take the orange bags home with you and dispose of
in your blue containers.
Many thanks for keeping our environment clean.
Let’s get this done before Memorial Day and graduation.
Questions?? Pam 553-6784 or 886-9628.

Women of the ELCA Livestream:
Let’s Watch Together
Mark your calendars for Friday, June 25, as we
plan to gather together (safely distanced) in the Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer sanctuary for the Women of
the ELCA S.D. Synodical WELCA Convention.
“We Are Called” is the theme for this year’s
event which will be live-streamed from 1 to 3 p.m.
Stay tuned for more information on a possible online silent auction, ways to provide a Love Gift and
other offerings. Questions? Contact Twila in the
church office.
Page 10

Deliver a Caring Casserole
Our “Caring Casseroles” ministry provides delicious casseroles for you to deliver to friends and
neighbors. A freezer filled with casseroles is located
in Twila’s office. Please stop by any time, pick up a
casserole (or two) and share in this caring ministry.

The Latest Word

Preschool News
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Pastor Gary pens
May devotionals
The Christ in Our
Home devotional
booklet for April,
May and June features the writings of
former Grace Lutheran pastor and
LCOOR member
Gary Westgard.
Pastor Gary wrote
the daily devotionals for May 1-15.
Copies are available at the Welcome
Center or the Church Office.

Book Club
Did you know Lutheran Church
of Our Redeemer has a
book club? It meets at 10
a.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month at the
church, unless otherwise
noted. May 27: “East of
Eden” by John Steinbeck.
Discussion Leader: Jan Johnson.

May 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1 HOLY COMMUNION
5:30 PM Traditional Worship

2 HOLY COMMUNION

4

5 HOLY COMMUNION

6

8:30 AM Contemporary Worship 8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
9:30 AM Church School
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
9:30 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

3

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Group
11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting

8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM WOW Worship
7:15 PM 7/8 Confirmation
Workshop 21
7:30 PM HS Deeper
7:30 PM Praise & Rejoice
Choir practice

9:00 AM Quilting
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich
4:00 PM HS Coffee
Ministry
& Conversation
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)

5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

9

11

12

13

15

10

7

14

8

8:30 AM Contemporary Worship 8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
9:30 AM Church School
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
9:30 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
6:30 PM Executive Committee 5:30 PM Church School
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting 6:30 PM WOW Worship
HS Senior Recognition
7:15 PM 7/8 Confirmation
Workshop #22
7:30 PM HS Deeper

4:00 PM HS Coffee
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich
& Conversation
Ministry
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)

5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

16 HOLY COMMUNION

22

18

19

20

8:30 AM Contemporary Worship 8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
8:30 AM HS Senior Recognition 7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
9:30 AM Church School
9:30 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM HS Senior Recognition

17

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Group
11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM 2nd Grade First
Communion Class

8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry

9:00 AM Quilting
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
Ministry
9:00 AM Quilting

10:30 AM Outdoor Scripture
Walk - Redlin Center
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

23

25

26

27

29

11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry

10:00 AM Book Club
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
Ministry

24

9:00 AM Worship - Memorial
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
Park at Lake Kampeska 7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

21

28

2:00 PM Graduation
Reception (Andrew Olson)
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

30

31 MEMORIAL DAY
9:00 AM Worship - Memorial
Office Closed
Park at Lake Kampeska Endowment Grant and
10:30 AM Traditional Worship
Timmerman Scholarship
Applications Deadline
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
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