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Worship Schedule
Prayers of the Bible
Wednesdays, through March 24
5:30 p.m. Church School; 6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten Worship
March 3 — Pastor Kent Stillson: “Prayer of Lament”
March 10 — Pastor Kent Stillson: “’Let It Be’ - Mary’s Prayer and the Beatles’ song”
March 17 — Pastor Dan Ofstehage: “I believe; help my unbelief”
March 24 — Cathy Zubke: “Paul’s prayer for spiritual growth”
Len

Holy Week and Easter Schedule
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Wednesday, March 31 All Wednesday activities resume
5:30 p.m. Church School;
6:30 p.m. WOW Worship;
7:15 p.m. Confirmation
Thursday, April 1
6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, April 2
6:30 p.m. Good Friday Service
Sunday, April 4
8:30 a.m. Easter Service; 10:30 a.m. Easter Service
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Message from Pastor Kent Stillson

God’s Words of Grace and Love

FOR YOU
M

y wife and I went out for a walk. It was a beautiful spring day – obviously this happened
last year, not this year! Our white legs glowed in the sunshine after a long, dark winter.

A neighbor hollered at us as she was getting in her car, heading off to work. “I sure do admire
your daily walk!” Then she added a comment that has been rolling around in my head. “Lose
10 pounds for me while you’re walking, and I will eat a big piece of chocolate cake at dinner for
you.”
Wouldn’t that be nifty! You go on a diet, and I lose 10 pounds. Or, I study for the test and you
get the “A”. Or, you have the medical procedure done, and your loved one gets the healthful
results. Unfortunately, the world does not work this way.
Occasionally, we can gain some personal satisfaction from the accomplishment
of someone else. A parent celebrates when a child is successful. A fan feels
the victory of a winning team and the sting of defeat. But, by and large,
what we receive is directly connected to what we do. As much as I would
like to, I cannot eat healthy in your stead to lower your cholesterol level.
Salvation works quite the opposite. This is what makes the Christian
faith difficult for some to accept. God does not work the way the
world works. We are trained to live by our own efforts, and not
depend on anyone else. In Godly matters, we must rely on a power
outside ourselves.
Being made right with God is not something we can accomplish with our own efforts. No
amount of effort on our part – good deed, good living or good gifts – can earn us the eternal
award (Romans 3: 28). Forgiveness and entry into heaven happen only through what Jesus
does for us.
The Bible uses several different terms to describe this most important faith concept. Jesus
pays the “ransom” (I Peter 1:18); Jesus is the “substitute” (Hebrews 9: 14); God “rescues” us
from our foes (Psalm 136: 24). Different words for the same reality.
In a world where we must depend on our own efforts, God does it differently. We like being in
control. But in matters of salvation it is God’s way or no way. And God’s way is Jesus.
The Easter celebration we await is the central celebration of the Christian faith, because it focuses on what Jesus does. We can’t do it for ourselves; we must depend on Jesus for our salvation.
If you ever get a little confused about what the Christian faith is all about, remember the piece
of cake you are eating will not put an extra pound on my belly. Some things I need to do for myself.
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Children & Youth Ministry
HS Deeper
9th – 12th graders, join us for thought provoking and faith building discussions on Wednesday nights
at 7:30 p.m. March HS Deeper dates are the 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st. Masks are encouraged and
friends are always welcome!

7th/8th Grade Confirmation
During the Lenten Season we will not have our Confirmation Workshops at 7:15 p.m. on Wednesday
nights. Instead we ask that our confirmation students and families attend the Lenten Worship Services at 6:30 p.m.

HS Coffee & Conversation
Thursday’s 4 p.m. /Gather Coffee Shop (2nd and Kemp)
This is a time to get together for great conversation, wonderful lattes,
smoothies, muffins, cookies and lots of laughs.
This month we will meet on March 4th, 11th, & 25th, We will not meet
on the 18th due to Spring Break.

Sunday & Wednesday Church School
Sunday Dates: March 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th (Palm Sunday is the 28th)
Wednesday Dates: March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st

March Bible Memory Verse

1 Thessalonians
5:16-18

“Rejoice always,
pray without
ceasing, and give
thanks in all
circumstances.”

Mission of the Month
Church School Offering for March
ELCA World Hunger
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Lent
Lenten Theme:

Prayers of the Bible
Mid-Week Lenten Worship
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

There’s Still Time to Join Our Lenten Prayer Flag Project
Lenten Prayer Flags, created by members of our congregation, are currently displayed
throughout the Gathering Space and Sanctuary – and we still have plenty of room for
more!
As our worship time focuses on Prayers of the Bible during Lent, this hands-on activity is
a way for people of all ages to be involved. While each flag begins with a small (5-by-11
inch) piece of fabric, the Lenten Prayer Flag is not a sewing project that requires precise
skills or equipment. If you have a needle and thread (or possibly paint and paint brushes), you’ll be ready to participate.
If you haven’t picked up your Lenten Prayer Flag kit at the Welcome Center yet, you’re
invited to stop by -- or give Twila a call to have one mailed to you. Once completed, your
individual prayers will become part of a larger prayer as the flags are strung together and
displayed throughout the sanctuary during the season of Lent.
For those of you without a stash of craft supplies at home, we also have an assortment
of fabric, ribbon and other embellishments available in the Gathering Space for your Lenten Prayer Flag inspiration.
Join us in prayer as we journey through Lent together.
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Worship and Music Ministry
Altar Committee
The Altar Committee provides an opportunity for nearly everyone to serve. Parents and youth, couples, grandparents and grandchildren…are all able to join this ministry in preparing the elements for
the sacrament of Holy Communion. The more people there are to call upon to prepare for communion, the fewer times one needs to serve. Please prayerfully consider serving in this vital ministry of
your church. For more information or to volunteer, please contact Pam Luckhurst at 881-7196, Pam
Raeder at 886-9628 or call Robbyn Givens in the church office.

Lenten Services
Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 17th with worship at 6:30 p.m. Subsequent Lenten services will be held at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday through March 24th. This year’s Lenten offering will
benefit Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Preschool.

Make a joyful noise
There are lots of Special Music opportunities
during Lent. Small groups of instrumentalists
and vocalists are welcome. Please talk to Robbyn to schedule a service that fits your schedule.

Head Ushers,
Sound & Projection Operators
Needed at Lenten and
Holy Week Services
Are you being called to serve as a Head Usher
or as a Sound & Projection Operator at Lenten
or Holy Week services? Opportunities are available to serve at 6:30 p.m. Lenten worship services, as well as for Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter services.
If you are a member of the Sound & Projection Team, please consider signing up to serve at these
services, as well. Please let Robbyn know if you are interested in serving with either of these important ministries. An online sign-up is available at www.lcoorwatertown.org → Ministry → Worship
& Music Opportunities → Head Ushers for Lent & Holy Week 2021 OR
→ Sound & Projection for Lent & Holy Week 2021.

Spring Plants for Easter!
Help beautify our sanctuary by purchasing an Easter plant in memory or
honor of a loved one or to the Glory of God. Cost of each plant is $15. Complete an Easter Plant order form (found at the Welcome Center). Drop it,
and your money, off at the Welcome Center. Order deadline is
March 28th. Please contact the church office if you have questions.
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Dish to Pass by Twila Schmitt

A

s far back as I can remember, the season of Lent has always included steaming bowls of delicious home-made soup. This morning, as I cruised the soup aisle of the local grocery store, the
colorful canned soup labels all promised delicious options – Chicken & Herb Dumplings, Beef
Pot Roast with Country Vegetables and even Classic Chicken Noodle.

I carefully pondered my choices and made three selections, all-the-while suspecting that these cans
most likely won’t measure up to the soups I have enjoyed during past Lenten meals. And then, I pondered why?
It goes beyond the mere fact that these soups were mass-produced. After
all, the label even states they have been “Inspected for wholesomeness by
U.S. Department of Agriculture.” I further suspect that if I slow-cooked them
all-day-long, the flavors would not meld and improve…they might even deteriorate!
Of course, delicious homemade soup doesn’t just happen! During the past
several years, our LCOOR circles have combined forces to assemble and
serve soup following one of the weekly noon-hour Ecumenical Lenten services. (Not happening this year due to the pandemic.) First, a list of the
needed ingredients was prepared. Next, assignments were divvied up
among volunteers willing to purchase and deliver items to the host
church’s kitchen. Finally, LCOOR folks prepared and served rave-worthy
homemade chicken noodle soup to those gathered!
So, is it the individual ingredients that make soup so memorable? Is it a
precise cooking time or method? I believe what it really boils down to is…the
fellowship and camaraderie shared during Lent.
As we move through this Lenten season with abundant caution, I’ll continue to heat and eat a bowl of
soup (most likely canned) each Wednesday – and it would warm my heart to know that you are doing
the same.
“Come Lord Jesus, be our Guest. And let these gifts to us be blessed. -- Amen”

This White Chili recipe by Connie Gersten would make a wonderful Lenten meal!

White Chili

3 c. low sodium chicken broth
1 small onion, chopped
1 clove minced garlic
1 (4-oz) can chopped green chilies with juice
1 (15-oz) can white beans, don’t drain
1 can cream of chicken soup

2 c. chopped cooked chicken
1 tsp. leaf oregano
1 tsp. ground cumin
1/8 tsp. red cayenne pepper
¼ tsp. white pepper

Boil onion in chicken broth until tender. Add all other ingredients and simmer at least one hour. Serve
with fresh cilantro, sour cream and shredded cheese.
Page 6

The Latest Word

Financial News
January 2021 Financial Report
Revenue
Expenses
Change in General Fund

$
$
$

102,001.24
66,850.01
35,151.23

Revenue to Date
Expenses to Date

$
$

102,001.24
66,850.01

% of Budget Year Completed

8.33%

Annual Budgeted income for 2021
% of Budgeted Income Received YTD

$

Annual Budgeted Expense for 2021
% of Budgeted Expenses Incurred YTD

$

966,188.00
10.56%
962,224.00
6.95%

$145.00 given in Memorials/Special Gifts since last printing
Prayer Shawl Ministry
given in memory of Roger Bailly by Darwin & Nancy Brinkman
given in memory of Dan Sherrill by Roger & Linda Austad
given in memory of Ron Seim by Roger & Linda Austad
given in memory of Carroll Chandler by Pam Luckhurst
given in memory of Everett Fisk by Pam Luckhurst
LCOOR Preschool
given in memory of Cali Bren by Chuck & Lynn Langner
Care Fund
given in memory of Carroll Chandler by Ken & Renae Madison

SCRIP
Create possibilities for LCOOR
Preschool simply by shopping
with gift cards! Buy gift cards
from your favorite brands to
earn on your everyday purchases.
It’s never been easier to fundraise. No extra money spent.
No extra time wasted. Stop by
the Welcome Center or church
office to purchase gift cards or
for more information.
In January, a total $1,375 of

(gift cards) SCRIP was sold; with
a total of $53 earned for our
Preschool.
We have many different cards
available on hand to purchase
immediately. Plus, there is a

wider list available that we can
order for you. Stop by the Welcome Center or Church Office to
learn more about the SCRIP
program or to make your purchase.
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Mission and Outreach
March Mission of the Month

ELCA World Hunger
More than 820 million people - that's about 11
percent of people in our world today - are hungry.
As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church that rolls up our
sleeves and gets to work.
ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to
reach communities in need. From health clinics
to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry,
community meals to advocacy, your gifts to
ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the
ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and
poverty.
All Mission of the Month is intended to be
above and beyond your regular giving. Clearly
mark your offering “Mission of the Month.”

Timmerman Scholarship
Watertown High School graduates who will be
entering first or second year of higher education
or technical training at a South Dakota statesupported institution are eligible to apply for
one of three $500 scholarships.
Information and applications are available in
the church office, at the Welcome Center or
online at https://lcoorwatertown.org/ under the
RESOURCES tab.

Registration Deadline is 5/31/2021.
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Mission Project for March
Global Health Ministries
Hospice Kits
The World Health Organization’s most recent
report estimates that in 2018 an estimated
1.7 million people worldwide were newly infected with HIV, and 770,000
died from AIDS-related illnesses, most of them in Africa. In
the last several decades, the
world has put focus and resources against this disease,
and it has made a difference.
But progress has slowed, and in 2018 only 62
percent of people living with HIV were accessing treatment.
Too many people, especially those on the margins, don’t have access to the antiretroviral
drugs that have made it possible to live with
HIV.
Since 1987 Global Health Ministries (GHM)
has sent almost 80,000 Hospice Kits to help
the hands that heal around the world. Palliative care and hospice programs continue to
be an important ministry of the church overseas in countries where thousands of people
benefit every year from their special care for
people living with HIV/AIDS, cancer, and other
devastating illness.
The need is still great, and your gift of these
Kits is a blessing to those who receive them.
Kit Instructions can be picked up at the Welcome Center or you can view them online at
www.ghm.org/hospice-kits. Completed or partial kits can be returned to the Welcome Center or Church Office.

Cookies Needed
150+ sack lunches go out Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays. Homemade cookies are needed for and extra touch of love to these lunches. You can use your own recipe or pick up
Cookie Kits at the Welcome Center or in the
church office. Then bring the baked cookies
back to the church.
Thank you for your continued support!!!
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Mission and Outreach
Thrivent Choice Dollars
received in February
We are excited to share that we have received
two deposits from members with Thrivent Choice
Dollars!
A heartfelt thanks to Charles Arneson, Selmer
Hatlestad, Darline Morrow, JoAnn
Roti, Allen & Julie Rude, Michael
Rye, Jodi Spilde and Gregory Zubke
who directed Choice Dollars® to LuFruity February was SWEET!
theran Church of Our Redeemer
Thanks for all your generous donations (both fruit
and LCOOR Christian Preschool.
and monetary) for the Salvation Army Food Pantry
during February! (We’ll report totals next month.) $85.00 — LCOOR Christian Pre-School
The variety of packaged fruit was wonderful and $582.00 — Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
will be greatly appreciated by individuals and
Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars
families who are served by the Food Pantry.
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its
Thrivent Choice® program can help support orKathy’s Karts, located in the Gathering Space
and near the church office, are always available ganizations you care about. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire.
for your food donations. Items are delivered
promptly to the Salvation Army Food Pantry. Dur- Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have
Choice Dollars available have until March 31,
ing March, please feel free to fill the carts with
any non-perishable foods that your family enjoys! 2021, to direct any remaining 2020 Choice Dollars. Help support the ministries of Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer and LCOOR Christian
Preschool. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to
learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.
®

Seeds give hope in Nicaragua
Soup Collection final numbers
What a SOUP-er January 2021 we had!! We're
ecstatic to report that the following was delivered
to the Salvation Army Food Pantry:
280 cans collected at LCOOR
200 cans purchased by Salvation Army with $
donations
29 dry soup mixes (8 servings per package)
50 packages of Ramen!
Plus another $100 CASH donation for Salvation
Army!
THANKS, everybody! #livegenerously

Over $30,000 has been raised by the S.D.
Synod for Seeds of Hope For Nicaragua, including $8,000 from Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer.
This project will provide seeds for subsistence farmers in Nicaragua who lost their
crops due to two recent large hurricanes.
"Seeds of Hope is really a project of life and
hope that will serve to help our people to get
up, to feed themselves, to live,” said Rev. Dr.
Soliette, the liaison between the Nicaraguan
Lutheran Church and the S.D. Synod of the
ELCA.
Thanks to all who donated.
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Adult Education and Fellowship
New Members to be Welcomed

Deliver a Caring Casserole

While Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer welcomes new members all year round, we
“officially” receive new members during worship
twice a year. The next time we will recognize new
members will be in April 2021. If you (or someone you know) is interested in learning more
about becoming a member, please contact Twila
in the church office by calling 605-886-2696.

Our “Caring Casseroles” ministry provides delicious casseroles for you to deliver to friends and
neighbors. Know someone who just got home
from the hospital? A family who recently had a
baby? A friend whose life is so hectic he or she
simply has no energy to cook? A freezer filled
with casseroles is located in Twila’s office. Stop
by and pick up one (or two) and share in this caring ministry.

ZOOM Bible Study
Our ZOOM Bible Study, based on Gather magazine’s four-part “Journeys with Angels” study, will
continue at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 31, and
Wednesday, April 28. If you’re interested in joining the study, email: twila@lcoorwatertown.org.
(There are a few copies of the Gather magazine
available in the church office.)

Book Club
Meet at 10 a.m.
on the last Thursday of each month
at Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer
unless otherwise
noted.
March 25, 2021:
“American Dirt” by
Jeanine Cummins.
Discussion Leader: Susan Nilsen.

Men’s Lunch
Bring your own lunch and meet up with a group
of men on Wednesdays at the church at 12:15
p.m. Join the Bible study/discussion and fellowship every week or as your schedule allows.
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Diapers & Wipes Needed!
Did you know one in three families in America
can’t afford enough diapers to keep their infants
and toddlers clean & dry? ‘Diaper Need’ is a very
real and overlooked problem for many families in
our community as well.
Our neighbors at First United Methodist Church
help serve this need year-round with their Bundles of Hope ministry – and during the month of
March, YOU can help restock their “diapers &
wipes” supply! Especially needed are larger diapers (size 4 and 5) and Pull-Ups. Baby wipes of
any kind are also needed.
Simply drop off your donations of diapers and
wipes at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer during March. Monetary donations would also be
greatly appreciated! We’ll deliver our collected
items to First United Methodist Church.
Bundles of Hope ministry can always use partial
packages of new disposable diapers to share
with those in need! (All diapers are repackaged
before they are distributed.) So…if your child outgrows his or her current size of diapers, bring the
remaining diapers here.
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Preschool News

We still have a few spots open!!
Our preschool offers a Monday-Thursday 8:30-11:30
Pre-Kindergarten (4/5 year old) program. It is open to
anyone not just church members.
Our curriculum includes introducing letters and
sounds, numbers, first/last names, shapes, and colors. We also socialize and play, listen to a lot of books,
and sing songs along with many other learning activities. The students also learn about God’s love, hear
and learn stories and songs about Jesus.

There will be an
Open House Tuesday, March 23 from
5 to 7 p.m. for families interested in
enrolling their child
for the 2021-22
school year. Come and check out the classroom and meet the teachers. LCOOR Preschool is a great place to learn and grow!

We would love for your child to be part of Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer Preschool!!
Any questions please call Miss Nikki or
Miss Wendy at 886-2696 or email us at
preschool@lcoorwatertown.org

March Dates to Remember
March 18 - No School Spring Break
March 23—Open House for families
interested in enrolling for the

2021-2022 school year

Care to help our preschool?
All help is appreciated.
*Used/New toys
*Snacks/Juice
*Scrip Dollars

*Classroom Giving Tree
*Thrivent Choice Dollars
*Support our fundraisers

Chapel Time with Pastor Kent
If you’re ordering from
Amazon, you can help
support the Preschool
by going to Amazon
Smile or type in the link below and it will take
you directly there. Sign in as you normally
would for Amazon and find Lutheran Church
of Our Redeemer in Watertown. The preschool gets a percentage of your purchases.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0324629
Thank you so much for your support!!!

Email: preschool@lcoorwatertown.org | Facebook: LCOORPreschool | Phone: 886-2696
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Lenten Devotionals
Available
at Welcome Center
You’re invited to pick up a copy of
“Steadfast Love,” our 2021 Lenten
devotional booklet, at The Welcome
Center. The booklet features a brief
daily devotion, beginning with Ash
Wednesday on February 17 -- and
continuing through Easter Sunday,
April 4.
If you are
unable to
travel to the
church to
pick up your
copy, please
let us know
so we may
deliver or
mail one to
you!

March 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6 Holy Communion

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Group 8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry
Pastor Dan at Benet Place
8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry 11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM Lenten Worship Service
7:30 PM HS Deeper
7:30 PM Stewardship Meeting

4:00 PM HS Coffee &
8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich
Conversation at Gather
Ministry
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)

5:30 PM Traditional Worship

7 Holy Communion

8

10

11

13

8:30 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Church School
9:30 AM Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry 11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Executive Committee
7:00 PM Church Council Mtg.

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM Lenten Worship Service
7:30 PM HS Deeper

4:00 PM HS Coffee &
8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich
Conversation at Gather
Ministry
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)

5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

14

15

17

18

20

Daylight Saving Time Begins
8:30 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Church School
9:30 AM Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry 10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Group 8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM Lenten Worship Service
7:30 PM HS Deeper

5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B) 8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich
Ministry

5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

21 Holy Communion

22

24

25

27

8:30 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Church School
9:30 AM Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry 11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
5:00 PM LCOOR Preschool
Open House
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM Lenten Worship Service
7:30 PM HS Deeper

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich
Preschool Chapel
with Pastor Dan
Ministry
10:00 AM Book Club
4:00 PM HS Coffee &
Conversation at Gather
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)

5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

28

29

31

1

3

8:30 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Church School
9:30 AM Sandwich Ministry
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry 11:00 AM TEXT STUDY
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
1:30 PM Staff Meeting

9

16

23

30

12

19

26

2

8:00 AM Wtn. Sandwich Ministry
12:15 PM Men's Lunch
1:00 PM ZOOM Bible Study
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM WOW Worship
7:15 PM 7/8 Confirmation
Workshop
7:30 PM HS Deeper
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