
 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
Welcome to this somber but profound time of worship. We enter into Lent trusting in the 

God who created us from dust and claims us as his precious sons and daughters.  
 

 Wednesday, February 17, 2021 6:30pm  

A Service of Ashes and Holy Communion 

Prelude Lenten Voluntaries 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prayers of the Church 

Service of Ashes 

Opening Hymn “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days “   # 319 

 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: As the sacred season of Lent begins and we consider the ashes before us, a smudge on 

our outward appearance and a reminder of our mortality, let us make confession of our 
sins. 

C: What is confession? 
P:  Confession consists of two parts. One is that we confess our sins. The other is that we 

receive the absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God’s very self and 
by no means doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thereby forgiven before God in 
heaven. 

C:  Which sins are we to confess? 
P: Before God one is to acknowledge the guilt for all sins, even those of which we are not 

aware, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer. However, before the pastor we are to confess only 
those sins of which we have knowledge and which trouble us. 

C:  Which sins are these? 
P:  Here reflect on your place in life in light of the Ten Commandments: whether you are 

father, mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, servant; whether you have been 
disobedient, unfaithful, lazy; whether you have harmed anyone by word or deed; 
whether you have stolen, neglected, wasted or injured anything. 

 (Silence for Reflection) 

 



Prayer of Confession 
P: We confess together: 
C:  Merciful God, I confess that I have sinned in thought, word and deed, by what I have 

done and by what I have left undone. I repent all my sins, known and unknown. I am 
truly sorry, and I pray for forgiveness. I firmly intend to amend my life, and to seek 
help in mending what is broken. I ask for strength to turn from sin and to serve you in 
newness of life. 

 
 
Imposition of Ashes 
  

 
 
Absolution  

 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C:  Amen. 
 
  

Service of the Word 

 

Scripture Isaiah 58:1-12 

 

 

Meditation  Pastor Dan Ofstehage 

 
 
Hymn “Be Thou My Vision”   #793 vs 1, 3, 4 
 



Service of Holy Communion 

P: We declare Jesus is the Savior and we come to his banquet of victory over sin and death. 
C: Jesus is the true gift of love from God. 
P:  We come to the table wondering about the mystery of forgiveness and trusting our 

chains of guilt can be broken. 
C: Jesus is the true gift of love from God. 
P: Marked with a smudge of ashes representing our sin: 
C: The smudge is in the shape of a cross, the means of our salvation. 
P: Sin condemns us to death. 
C: Jesus’ body and blood brings us forgiveness and life! 
P: In the night in which Jesus was betrayed he took bread, and after giving thanks broke it 

and shared it with his friends, saying: “Take this, and eat it. This is my body.” Also, he 
took the wine and gave thanks, saying: “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the 
covenant. It is poured out for the forgiveness of sins. Do this to remember me.” 

C: Jesus is the true gift of love from God, Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The Communion Blessing 

The Communion Prayer 

Benediction 

Sending Hymn “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” #321 

Postlude “Near the Cross” (arr. Hustad)  
 

 

 

 



Serving Today 

Organist: AJ Sherrill 

Head Ushers:    

Sound & Projection: :Lisa Carrico and Robyn VanMeter  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lenten Worship 

Wednesdays, February 24—March 24  
5:30pm Church School 

6:30pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
 

Schedule: 
February 24 Jack Holmquest Lord’s Prayer 

 

March 3 Pastor Kent Stillson  Prayer of Lament 

 

March 10 Pastor Kent Stillson “Let It Be” Mary’s Prayer and the Beatles’ song. 

 

March 17 Pastor Dan Ofstehage  I believe; help my unbelief. 

 

March 24 Cathy Zubke Paul’s prayer for spiritual growth. 

 

Lenten Offerings will go to Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Pre-School 

 
 
 

 

NOTE: The significance of the Ash Wednesday observance is tied in with the Old 

Testament usage of ashes as a symbol of mourning and penitence. For Christians 

also, ashes are a sign of seeking God’s forgiveness for our sinfulness. Ash Wednesday 

begins the Lenten season, leading us into a time of repentance and into a time of 

reflection upon the gift that is ours in the cross of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 


