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“Making Jesus Christ Known Through Word And Deed…”
Ministry in Times of Pandemic
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
We all yearn to go back to “normal” – whatever that is. For many of us “normal” means, back to not wearing masks, to traveling at will without hesitation, shaking hands, hugging, rubbing shoulders.
I believe we will get back to not the way it was but to a very livable “New Normal”, soon. But not yet.
Thus, since mid-March we have been making changes and taking precautions – NOT out of fear, as some
accuse, but out of care for others. We may look back on these days and these decisions and say, “we
were too cautious”. But we do not want to look back at serious illness with regret and say, “We should
have done more precautions.”
These are difficult days to navigate for everyone. With the virus and how it spreads, who knew that what
we do at church is particularly dangerous:
 Gather in large groups in large rooms; gather in small groups in small rooms.
 Encourage interpersonal relationships and close connections with friends and strangers, alike.
 Sing in large groups and small groups -- some of us loudly.
 Eat meals, share cups of coffee and snack often
 Speak in unison, creeds and prayers
 Mix it up with a lot of different people, of different ages, very young and very old.
In this newsletter, you will see the details of how we will come back together, as safely as possible for everyone. Some plans you will like, others you will not.
Please remember:
 These plans are temporary
 Staff, Church Council and other leaders have spent hours discerning the best plan
 We have approached this process
1. Prayerfully, preceding decisions in group and individual prayer;
2. Biblically, mindful of the 35 times the New Testament says to care for “one another”,
3. Scientifically, following guidelines from the state and the CDC
4. Socially, understanding that God created us to be in relationship, with God and one another.
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Mission and Outreach
Mission of the Month
Lutheran Campus Ministry a ministry to young adults on campuses at Northern State University,
South Dakota State University, School of Mines & Technology, Black Hills State University and University of South Dakota. Campus Ministry is both faithful to a rich theological tradition and driven by the
challenges of the contemporary university. Drawing on the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions,
Campus Ministry bears witness to God’s amazing grace within the context of higher education. Sensitive to the pastoral needs of those on campus and engaged in the intellectual discourse of the university, Campus Ministry strives to communicate the Gospel in fresh ways. Through worship, study,
fellowship, and service, members of the academic community taste the fullness of God’s grace. As
expansive as Christ’s love, Campus Ministry reaches out to all who teach and learn, inviting them to
experience the challenge of following Jesus on the way. As always, Mission of the Month donations
should be over and above your regular giving. Thank you for your support of this ministry.

Prayer Shawls Available to All
Our Prayer Shawl ministry is alive and well at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer! This past month another 48 shawls were blessed during worship. The creators of these beautiful prayer shawls encourage everyone to be part of this mission by delivering shawls to others in times of comfort, illness and
celebration. Shawls are always available at the Welcome Center -- or stop by the church during office
hours (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) Monday through Friday to select one.

Meals on Wheels Delivery
Our next delivery dates are scheduled for September 14-18.
Contact Julie Rude to volunteer 881-6722.

Often, when natural disasters strike or when war drives families from their homes, our hearts ache
with compassion, but we don’t know how to help. Making Lutheran World Relief Kits is a simple, fun
and tangible way to offer comfort to those suffering and express love to our neighbors in need.
For more information on Lutheran World Relief go to their website at https://lwr.org/ .
Kit information and instructions can be found on their “Get Involved” tab.
We will ship out these Quilts and Kits on Monday, October 5, 2020.
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
God’s Work. Our Hands
Many hands make “light” work! Our traditional “God’s Work. Our
Hands” event will have a different look this fall – and will likely impact
more lives than ever before. Instead of gathering in one location, we’ll
be spreading the light in many new ways!
One NEW activity will be a Blood Drive from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Sunday, Sept. 20th. Anyone interested in donating blood is asked to
pre-register online. The link can be found on our church website
www.lcoorwatertown.org. (See requirements in related article.)

Please, if you are able, help us meet our goal of 28 donors!
And, if you need help registering, please contact Twila in the church office.
A variety of exciting take-home project kits are being prepared and will be available for families
and individuals on Sept. 20 and Wednesday, Sept. 23.
We will also deliver more than 100 gift baskets (created by the LCOOR Fellowship Committee)
to our Faithful Generation individuals and families on Sept. 20. If you can help with deliveries, please
watch for this opportunity on Sept. 20.
While we will not be gathering for our traditional large group photo, we still encourage you to break
out your bright yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts while you do your projects! If you have any
questions, please call Lynn Langer (605-880-4233), Paige Sullivan (605-520-3997) or Twila Schmitt
(605-886-2696).

Please stay tuned for upcoming announcements! Be The Light!
Help Save A Life: Donate Blood!
LCOOR will host a Community Blood Bank Blood Drive on Sunday, Sept. 20, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. as part of “God's Work. Our Hands-2020.” Pre-registration is required
and can be completed through the link on our church website at
www.lcoorwatertown.org.
Blood Drive donation requirements include:


You must be at least 17 years old (16 years old with signed parent/legal guardian consent
form) and weigh at least 110 pounds.



Be in general good health. You must not have a cold, fever or sore throat.



Make sure you eat a good meal prior to donating and drink plenty of water!



Please bring valid ID with you (driver’s license, student ID, State ID)



You can safely donate every 56 days!

Thanks for donating if you are able!
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Adult Education & Fellowship
Men’s Power Lunch will meet at 12:15
PM Wednesday, September 9. No meals will be
provided at this point, so please bring a sack
lunch and lawn chair. We will meet outdoors by
the church office doors and discuss how we wish
to proceed for the coming months.

Offering Zoom Bible Study
Adult Sunday School Class
We will wait until later this fall to start the
adult class.

The LCOOR Quilters will not be gathering in
September. Watch for announcements in coming
months about resuming quilting activities.

If anyone is interested in participating in the September 2020 Gather Bible Study via Zoom
(online), please send an email
to twila@lcoorwatertown.org. The Bible Study is
the first of a three-part series focusing on "holy
time." A date and time will be selected based on
the needs of those who respond to this invitation
to study together in a new way.

Postponed
Priscilla & Martha Circles
Priscilla Circle and Martha Circle will not meet in
September. Please watch for further announcements on upcoming meeting dates. For now, we
can be together in spirit by sharing the opening
prayer from September's Gather Bible Study:
God of all our beginnings, you breathed over
the waters of the world at creation and
awakened each of us to life. We praise you
for your faithfulness to us from generation
to generation. Stir up in us, by the power of
your Holy Spirit, the holy memory that reminds us that you are our God, and we are
your people. In Jesus name, Amen.
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Book Club
Our next gathering will be held September 24th at
10:00am. We will discuss the book “Unfollow” by
Megan Phelps-Roper.

WELCA Fall Retreat Canceled
The annual WELCA Fall Retreat held at NESODAK
Bible BCamp has been canceled because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. They hope to meet in 2021
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Clark for the
Spring Gathering

The Latest Word

Financial News
July 2020 Financial Report
Revenue

$

57,976.76

Expenses
Change in General Fund

$
$

68,106.91
(10,130.15)

Revenue to Date

$

523,732.82

Expenses to Date

$

491,767.28

% of Budget Year Completed

58.30%

Annual Budgeted income for 2020
% of Budgeted Income Received YTD

$

Annual Budgeted Expense for 2020
% of Budgeted Expenses Incurred YTD

$

949,391.00
55.17%
925,900.00
53.11%

$90.00 Memorials & Special Gifts given in August
Special Gifts
given in memory of Kermit Spilde by Jim & Mary Uthe and Brad & Connie Duenow Family

Sandwich Ministry given by Martha Circle

Are you a Thrivent Member?
You may have Choice Dollars available to direct.
Two options to select as recipients to these dollars are:
1. Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

2. LCOOR Preschool

Church Directory
Log onto the church website at https://lcoorwatertown.org/ on the lower right hand side you will
see a link to view the Online Directory. You will be asked to create a login the first time signing in.
A free mobile app is also available (Android, Apple & Amazon Fire), search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download.
Need help or have questions? Please contact Jodi Spilde in the office.
We would also love to include your family’s photo in the directory. If you have not already submitted
a snapshot, you may click the link to directly upload your photo or you can also email it to
jodi@lcoorwatertown.org in the office.
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Christian Education Ministry
Church School Begins



September 20th @ 9:30am
September 23rd @ 5:30pm

Please fill out the Church School Registration found
inserted in this newsletter or online
at https://lcoorwatertown.org/

Registration deadline is September 9th.
*Please prayerfully consider serving during the church
school hour as a teacher or helper!
Contact christy@lcoorwatertown.org or 886-2696.

Septembers Dates to Remember
September 2nd 3rd Graders and Parents @ 6:30pm
Pass the Faith (Bible Class)
September 9th Teacher Orientation Meeting @ 7pm
September 20th Sunday Church School Begins 9:30am
September 23rd Wednesday Church School Begins 5:30pm
REMIND MESSAGES-SUNDAY

REMIND MESSAGES-WEDNESDAY

*if you would like to receive messages
on what’s all happening in Church
School please do the following… text
@g62h26f2ge to the number 81010

*if you would like to receive messages
on what’s all happening in Church
School please do the following…text
@7faf836fdb to the number 81010

I am looking forward to seeing everyone and I hope you all had a great summer.
See you soon!!
Christy Crook — Christian Education Director
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Dish to Pass by Twila Schmitt
As part of my Caring & Welcoming duties, I feel that it is my responsibility this month to remind you
to lock your car doors whether you are parked at church or anywhere else. After all, it’s ZUCCHINI
SEASON!
Our produce sharing table in the Gathering Space has been blessed with ample amounts of zucchini
–and several Facebook posts that I follow have been inundated with a surplus of the green gourd.
Why is it so abundant every year? While I don’t have the answer to that question, I’d like propose
that zucchini could teach us a thing or two.
What if we put as much creative intention into sharing God’s love as we do with sharing our zucchini? *

”O taste and see that the Lord is good.” – Psalm 34: 8

What if we could give away God’s love as freely as we do our zucchini? *

“Do for other people

whatever you would like to have them do for you.” – Matthew 7:12

What if we incorporated God’s love into as many creative ways in our own lives and the lives of oth-

“And may the Lord make you increase
and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you.”
ers as we do with our plentiful zucchini? *

– 1 Thessalonians 3:12
I’m guessing that most of us missed out on the official “National Sneak Some Zucchini Onto Your
Neighbor’s Porch Day” last month! (Mark your calendars for August 8, 2021.) But we have another
opportunity to share God’s love this month during “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Organizers are busy preparing several ways for individuals and families to reach out and share God’s love in the lives of others throughout the community!
Until then, I invite you to come up with your own creative ways to show God’s love for one another!
You might even want to grab a zucchini or two!

This Earth Bread recipe from Vaugh Berger is the perfect way to share your zucchini bounty -- it
makes two loaves!

Earth Bread
2 c. sugar
1 c. vegetable oil
3 eggs

3 c. flour
¼ tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda
pinch of salt
½ tsp. cinnamon

1 c. mashed bananas
1 c. grated carrots
1 c. grated zucchini
2 tsp. vanilla
½ c. nuts
½ c. raisins

Cream sugar and oil. Add eggs. Add flour, baking powder, soda, salt and cinnamon. Fold in bananas,
carrots, zucchini and vanilla. Add nuts and raisins. Put into 2 large loaf pans, greased and floured.
Bake 45 minutes to 1 hour at 350 degrees.
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Youth Ministry
Wow, fall is just around the corner! As we continue to navigate the waters of Covid-19, we are working hard at the church to provide ministry programs in as normal of fashion as possible. With that
being said, I am not sure what normal looks like anymore and if I will be able to tell when we do get
back to “normal”. My attitude will stay positive though, knowing that this is temporary and the safety
measures we are taking are in the best interest to all of us!
For the month of September, and as long as needed, we are going to keep things simple and safe as
possible. The High School youth will meet twice a week and the Middle School youth once a week
(Confirmation Class). Within each activity, we will practice social distancing and encourage youth
and volunteers to wear masks when we gather. My hope is that we can enjoy the fellowship of youth
ministry in a smart and safe manner.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about our upcoming fall activities.
In September we will have…

HS Fireplace Devotions
High School youth join us for a short devotion and fellowship every Monday night. We will gather
around the fire pit as the weather permits (please bring a lawn chair with you). For the month of September will meet on Monday the 14th, 21st and 28th.

HS Deeper
9th – 12th graders; join us for thought provoking and faith building discussions on Wednesday nights
at 7:15pm. We will meet outside as the weather permits (please bring a lawn chair with you). September Deeper dates are the 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th. Friends are always welcome!

7th/8th Grade Confirmation
Register Online at https://lcoorwatertown.org/ by September 9th.
Please make note of the dates and activities in regard to our confirmation program for the month of
September.
Wednesday, September 16 – Parent Meeting @ 7:15pm.
Wednesday, September 23 – Small Group Leaders Meeting @ 7:15pm.
Wednesday September 30 – Confirmation Workshop #1 @ 7:15pm
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Worship & Confirmation
Worship in the Church Building




Wednesday Night Worship with Holy Communion begins September 16 at 6:30pm
Note: Wednesday School begins the following week.
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30am begins September 20
Saturday at 5:30pm and Sunday at 10:30am continues as it currently is

Confirmation
The 9th Graders will be confirmed at 2 services outdoors at Memorial
Park at 9:00am and 10:30am on Sunday, September 13. Please bring chairs.
Pictures of confirmands will take place between services. In the event of rain,
the 2 worship services will be moved indoors to the church.

For 7th and 8th Grade confirmands, Parents Only meeting is 7:15an
September 16, Small Group Leaders Training is 7:15am September 23 and
the first class with students will be 7:15am September 30.

Live Streaming
We will livestream three of the weekly worship services (Sunday at 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM and
Wednesday at 6:30 PM, as well as the confirmation class on Wednesdays at 7:15 PM (beginning
September 30). Please note that one weekly worship service will be archived and available for later
viewing on LCOOR’s YouTube channel and also on our website at https://lcoorwatertown.org/ .

The Department of Corrections continues to
prohibit vistors and volunteers from entering
the prisons due to the COVID 19 pandemic.
So unfortunately we will not have a worship
time with the men this fall.
However, we received great news that Pastor Wayne Gallipo and Pastor Bentz have been allowed
back into the prison. They are allowed to hold services for for a small number of men at a time.
We have no idea when visitors will be allowed inside the prison again and I understand the South
Dakota Department of Corrections precautions are meant to prevent introducing the COVID-19 Virus
into the prison population. Please pray for these men.
While we are not able to go inside; the ministry of St. Dysmas continues on and your financial support is needed. Thank you for your support in the past and please conPage 9
sider a financial gift, as you are able, to this powerful ministry.

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Worship and Music Ministry
1O

come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 2Let us come
into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 6O come,
let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! Psalm 95: 1-2, 6
Worship continues at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer amidst the pandemic. Things look different
at worship in the sanctuary. Many are worshipping from their homes as we livestream worship
(www.lcoorwatertown.org). We continue to praise God, pray, and hear the Word, only distanced. Here
are a few highlights of what you will see this fall.

Fall worship in the time of pandemic.
We invite you to join us for worship whether in
the sanctuary or via livestream (https://
lcoorwatertown.org/ ).
Please take a look at the document outlining the
way we will be doing ministry this fall (included
as an insert in this newsletter). “2020 Fall Ministry at LCOOR During COVID-19”
Please talk to one of the pastors or Robbyn in
the church office if you have questions or concerns.
The music groups at Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer met outside and distanced in August
to discuss precautions for singing and playing
instruments.
Praise & Rejoice Choir will meet again at the end
of September to discuss their musical options going
forward. At this time, it has been determined that it
is not safe to sing together in a large group. Groups
of four to eight singers, socially distanced, will provide special music in the meantime. Tera McDonnell is the director of the Praise & Rejoice Choir.
Please let Tera or Robbyn know if you are interested in singing in a small group.
Handbell Choir will also not be ringing in a large
group. The plan for now is to ring in groups of four
to six, masked and socially distanced. Bev Splinter
is the director of the Handbell Choir. A small handbell group will provide special music on September
20th as we begin fall worship in the sanctuary.

Worship Teams Sunday morning worship is led by
a dedicated worship team under the direction of
Julianne Decker. Members of this group provide
music for worship at 8:30 a.m. on Sundays. Led by
Robbyn Givens, the WOW Team leads worship on
Wednesday evenings. The groups will consist of
keyboard, guitar, bass and two to three singers, depending on space availability to stay socially distant. Additional space has been created between
the group and the congregation, as well. Please let
Julianne or Robbyn know if you are interested in
serving with either of these teams.
Solos and Small Groups There are many special
music opportunities, as well as opportunities for
keyboardists, guitarists, and others to play for worship or other groups and individuals. Whether you
sing or play an instrument, like to solo or play or
sing in a small group, your music is sure to enhance
our worship experience. Be sure to make us aware
of your interest!
Altar Committee is responsible for setting up for
communion twice each month and for light cleaning
of the altar area each week. Communion is served
on the Saturday immediately prior to the first Sunday of each month, the first and third Sundays, as
well as the Wednesdays following these Sundays at
LCOOR, as well as during festival worship services.
Talk to Pam Luckhurst, Pam Raeder, or Shelly Alvine to join in serving with this group.

Sound & Projection Team trained to run the sound
and projection system at each worship service.
Members of this group also serve during special
events, concerts, programs, and festival worship
services. Team members are needed weekly for
Head Ushers help ensure that our worship services Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday worship serrun smoothly. Head Usher volunteers generally
vices. Training times are customized to fit your
serve at one service each month. See Robbyn for
schedule. If you are detail oriented, you are the type
more info.
of individual we are looking for to serve on this ministry team. See Robbyn or talk to any Sound & Projection Team member for details.
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Preschool News

Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer Preschool
Welcome Back Students and Parents!!
We are so excited to get back into the classroom.
This year we will have a morning and an afternoon
session to cut down on class sizes for Covid. We
have 26 students in our program this year.
We are looking forward to a fun and
exciting school year.

Nikki Landmark

Wendy Kruger

Director/Teacher

Teacher Aide

September Dates to Remember
September 3 - Open House 11am-7pm
September 8 - First Day of School

Care to help our preschool?
All help is appreciated.
*New/Used toys
*Snacks/Juice
*Support our Fundraisers
*Classroom Giving Tree
*Thrivent Choice Dollars
*Scrip Dollars

Email: preschool@lcoorwatertown.org | Facebook: LCOORPreschool | Phone: 886-2696
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BeFrienders provide pastoral care to people in
difficult and transitional stages, such as illness,
loneliness or loss of a loved one. They are trained
to provide a listening presence to others. Listen
with compassion, without giving advice and provide spiritual and emotional care. Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer has a wonderful group
of trained BeFrienders who are here to help!
To learn more about visiting with a BeFriender,
contact Twila at the church office (605- 886-2696).
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Have you returned your “Be the
Light Door Décor” art projects yet?
Our “God’s Work. Our Hands” goal
is to provide artwork for each resident’s door in our senior living
communities featuring “scenes
from nature.” (Cardstock pages
and guidelines will
available at
The Welcome Center at
church
through
September.)
The collected artwork
will be delivered to facilities throughout the
community in late September.

Give us your input: Ministry Priorities for 2021
The Church Council and Stewardship Team have identified three possible priorities for our
church and community.
Please fill out this survey and return it to the church office by September 2nd or scan the QR
code below to be directed to the online survey and help guide our ministry for 2021. This
should take only 2 - 3 minutes.
Thank you!

Survey link can also be found on our website at https://lcoorwatertown.org/ on the Stewardship
2021 tab.

A Survey from Lutheran Church or Our Redeemer’s
Church Council and Stewardship Team

What should be our MINISTRY PRIORITIES for 2021? Below are 3 needs
identified by church leadership for our church and community.
Directions: Below are 3 possible priorities. Rank them 1 – 3 as you see their
importance, with “1” being the most important. Please complete and return this
survey by September 2.

______

“With you always”: LCOOR will work to address the impact on
mental health caused by the COVID-19 virus. This will be done by
1. Recruiting and training more volunteers in listening and “mental
health first aid” skills; 2. Create a “scholarship fund” to provide
confidential financial assistance with professional therapists, for
those who cannot afford it.

______

“Loaves and Fishes”: LCOOR does food well, in providing meals
and creating ministries for feeding the community. The need in our
community is great. The new thing in this priority is provide funds
needed to partner with other churches and organizations to meet
ongoing needs.

______

“Preach and Teach God’s Word”: Technology has given us a new
way to minister to members and non-members. This priority will
enhance and expand our technology in ministry by: 1) dedicating
additional staff time to focus on LCOOR’s online presence for the
sake of reaching a more tech-savvy younger generation; 2)
improving our technology to become a center of learning for
children and families for now and into the future.

Other Ministry Priorities Or Concerns? Please explain:

Your Name (Optional) ________________________________________________________________

Church School Registration Form
(Age 3 – 6th Grade)

Please register online at https://lcoorwatertown.org/
or fill out and return this form to the church office by September 9th.

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Church School Registration 2020/21
Return Registration Form to Church Office by September 9th.

(Age 3 by September 1, 2020 – 6th Grade)

PARENT NAME___________________________________________________________________________________
FIRST

Please circle one:

LAST

Mother

Father

Stepdad

Stepmom

Other__________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________TOWN___________________________
HOME PHONE______________________

CELL PHONE______________________

MEMBER? Yes

No

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________________________________

PARENT NAME___________________________________________________________________________________
FIRST

Please circle one:

LAST

Mother

Father

Stepdad

Stepmom

Other__________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________TOWN___________________________
HOME PHONE______________________

CELL PHONE______________________

MEMBER? Yes

No

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________________________________

CHILDREN’S NAMES(s)
Circle One

First Name

Middle Name

M or F
M or F
M or F
M or F
M or F

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

Please check thepPsession you want
your child(ren) to attend
__ 9:30-10:30 a.m. on Sunday
th

(Begins September 20 )

__ 5:30-6:30 p.m. on Wednesday
rd

(Begins September 23 )

Last Name

Grade Entering

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

Emergency contact if we are unable to reach you.
NAME _____________________________
PHONE NUMBER ____________________

Birthdate

________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
If any of your children
have health concerns
we should know about,
please list them below
beside their name.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
__ GROUP LEADER
__ CO-TEACH
__ SUBSTITUTE

Age Group:
Age Group:
Age Group:

PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL

PRE-K
PRE-K
PRE-K

K
K
K

1ST
1ST
1ST

2ND
2ND
2ND

3RD
3RD
3RD

4TH
4TH
4TH

5TH
5TH
5TH

6TH
6TH
6TH

 In the case of a medical emergency, at a time when I cannot be reached, I grant LCOOR staff/volunteers permission to
treat my child in any way deemed necessary. I absolve LCOOR , staff and volunteers from liability in acting on my behalf in
this regard.

 I hereby grant the LCOOR staff/volunteers permission to photograph/film (social media) the minor(s)
designated above in any manner or form for any lawful purpose associated with this Church School program.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE
DATE

2020 Fall Ministry at LCOOR During COVID-19
Adopted by Church Council on August 11, 2020
Our Faith Perspective
 As God’s people, we live not as isolated individuals but as community. The biblical
image of the church is “one body, many members” (1 Corinthians 12:12).
 The Christian faith always has its view set on “care for one another”. In fact, the phrase
“one another” occurs no less than 35 times in the New Testament. As in, love one
another, pray for one another, bear the burdens with one another, serve one another.
 Jesus said the greatest commandment is “Love God, love one another.”
 In this COVID-19 pandemic, it is our Christian mandate to do it better than the schools,
businesses and other organizations, when it comes to doing what’s best for everyone,
because we have a far different mission.
Therefore, as we return to public worship and start our fall ministries, we encourage extra
caution – not out of fear but out of concern for our neighbor. Our Christian focus is “others
above self”. This is not the American way, but it is the Christian way. To wear a mask and keep
physically distanced is a minor inconvenience. And, we do this out of love. We do this out of
concern for those who may have health problems. We do this to keep in mind that we, our self,
may not get very sick if we contract Coronavirus, but we might expose grandpa or grandma (or
an older member of the church), and they might get deathly sick.
For the safety of all – masks are not required but strongly suggested. Physical distancing is
likewise strongly suggested.

Worship
 Go back to usual times the weekend of September 19 – 20, with physically spaced pew
seating in sanctuary, approximately 150. Overflow will be in Gathering Space, with
chairs spaced out.
 We will live stream the 8:30 worship (and could do this for the 10:30 and Wednesday
6:30 worship if needed) and continue to do this even beyond COVID.
 No congregational singing. We will have2 or 3 song leaders for 10:30; and physically
spaced worship team lead for 8:30 Sunday and 6:30 PM Wednesday.
 Holy Communion elements will be handed to worshipers as they arrive.
 Bulletins and offering plates will be in the Gathering Space on a table.
 Pastors and ministry staff will not be shaking hands but will wear masks and safely talk
with people distanced. Pastors will be outside to greet people, as weather permits.
 To minimize movement and close contact, there will be no children’s sermons,
children’s church or quiet bags. Families may bring quiet activities for kids from home.

Meals: Food and Drink
The following events provide regular meals at the church: Saturday worship (1 st Saturday of the
month); high school lunch, Tuesday noons; Men’s Lunch and Study, Wednesday noons;
Wednesday Night meal 5 – 6 PM during the school year; funeral lunch – following funerals, the
ladies order sandwich fixings and recruit cakes from parishioners.
There will be no meals served at this time. Church council will revisit this decision each month.
Confirmation
As we have done in the past, we will have 2 weeks with parents prior to starting with students.
September 16 is with parents, to go through confirmation requirements and procedures. Sept.
23 is with parent leaders on how to lead small group faith discussions. September 30 we begin
with students.
 7th and 8th Graders will meet in a large group in the sanctuary for the pastor’s teaching.
They will be spread out, according to the COVID seating arrangement. And for the
safety of all, masks are suggested.
 Small groups of kids with 1 parent leader will do discussion and Bible study in Sunday
School rooms, with doors remaining open for air flow.
 Pastors will visit each room, as in the past, but will remain at the door and wear a mask.
 The closing blessing will be done, standing at the baptismal font, with each student
making the sign of the cross on their own forehead and saying the usual words of
blessing
 The large group teaching by the pastor will be live streamed for those families not
comfortable to have their child in the sanctuary. The lesson and discussion questions, to
be completed by parent and student, will be available on the church website. Parents
will indicate on their child’s registration form, whether they will choose in-person or
online.
Music Groups – Meetings with these groups happen outdoors on August 18 & 19, to discuss
who is comfortable with what activities.
 Based on CDC guidelines, the large Praise and Rejoice Choir will likely not start until
a vaccine arrives. In their place, we will try to find people to sing in small groups,
physically distanced.
 Bell Choir likely will meet, if they feel comfortable to be together to ring. (They may
get matching face masks!)
 Worship teams – we have 3 worship teams and we hopefully will be able to have a
smaller worship team, working together to lead music in worship. Again, as they
feel comfortable and physically spaced out, as much as possible.
We still have some details to work out regarding location for rehearsals – as they all meet
Wednesday evenings.

Sunday School and Wednesday School
These will start Sunday, Sept. 20 and Wednesday, Sept. 23.
 Class sizes will be limited to a maximum of 10 people in a room (9 students +1 teacher).
 As students and teachers arrive, they will be given hand sanitizer to apply and
encouraged to wear masks.
 There will be no music/singing and kids are expected to keep as safely distanced as
possible.
 The class will last 45 minutes or less.
 Students are asked to not share crayons, pencils, etc.
 As weather permits, especially on Wednesdays, classes are welcome to play outside,
when their Bible lesson is completed.
Note: Particularly for Wednesday activities, we ask families to please not drop off their children
to their event early, and rather, arrive at the scheduled time.
High School Youth Group
With 20 – 40 typically in attendance, we will encourage the youth group to be in the largest
space possible for their events and to abide by food, mask and physical distancing guidelines set
by the Church Council.
LCOOR Preschool
Because of increased enrollment and concern for safety, school year 2020-21 will have a
morning and afternoon session, with 12-14 students in each.
 As in the past, the preschool schedule will follow the patterns of the Watertown public
school.
 Teachers will model safety procedures (masks, hand sanitizer and physical distancing) as
much as possible.
 Preschool families will be asked to have the child stay home if they are ill and
immediately notify the teacher if someone in their family gets a positive COVID test.
 Custodial staff and teachers will work together to clean and sanitize at the conclusion of
each day. If there are two daily sessions, teachers will need to use the sanitizing fogger.
 CDC indicates children under the age of 9 do not spread the virus as badly as older
people, thus giving us a bit more freedom to have a larger group.
Other groups that meet at the church: quilters, prayer shawls group, Book Club, W-ELCA, Al
Anon, etc.:
 Each group should decide on their norms, regarding face masks and physical distancing.
With older people, they may decide to require masks and 6 ft separation for all
participants.
 These groups are encouraged to abide by LCOOR guidelines regarding food and size of
gatherings.
 At this time, we are not allowing any additional outside groups to use the facility.

Funerals and weddings will be asked to maintain the same guidelines as above, regarding food,
physical distancing and masks.
Cleaning
We have a very good custodial staff, but they cannot be here all the time cleaning after each
group. Of particular concern is how to adequately clean pews and other areas for quick turnaround events. The sanitizer fogger will be used when possible. We will make available hand
sanitizer and wipes outside the sanctuary and in the church school areas.

These guidelines will be revisited as the response to the virus requires. We hope and pray for a
vaccine and the eradication of this virus to happen quickly. We pray for the unity of our
congregation and nation, as we seek to live out our mission as God’s people.
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10:00 AM Pastor Dan
Communion at Benet
Place
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl
11:30 AM TEXT STUDY

8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM 3rd Grade Pass
The Faith-Bibles
7:15 PM HS Deeper

11AM-7PM Preschool
8:00 AM Watertown
Open House
Sandwich Ministry
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B) 4:30 PM Wedding
5:45 PM Education
Rehearsal
Committee Meeting

3:00 PM Wedding
(Carrico|Moeller)
5:30 PM Traditional
Worship
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9

10

9:00 AM Lake Worship @ Memorial Park LABOR DAY
10:30 AM Traditional Worship
Office Closed
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)

1st Day of Preschool
Classes
11:30 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Executive
Committee
7:00 PM Church Council Mtg

8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
12:00 PM Men's Group Mtg
7:00 PM Church School
Teacher Meeting
7:15 PM HS Deeper

5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B) 8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
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16 Holy Communion 17

9:00 AM Confirmation Worship Service
@ Memorial Park
10:00 AM Confirmation Picture
@ Memorial Park
10:30 AM Confirmation Worship Service
@ Memorial Park
10:30 AM Traditional Worship
led by Jack Holmquest

8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
11:00 AM Meals on Wheels
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
7:30 PM HS Fireplace Devotions

10:00 AM Prayer Shawl
11:00 AM Meals on Wheels
11:30 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting

8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
11:00 AM Meals on Wheels
6:30 PM WOW Worship
7:15 PM 7/8 grade
Confirmation Parent Mtg
7:15 PM HS Deeper

20 Holy Communion

21

22

23 Holy Communion 24

GOD'S WORK. OUR HANDS.
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
8:30 AM Contemporary/Blended Worship 7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
9:00 AM GWOH Blood Drive
7:30 PM HS Fireplace Devotions
9:30 AM Church School Begins
10:30 AM Traditional Worship

October Newsletter Deadline
11:30 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

GOD'S WORK. OUR HANDS.
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30

11:30 AM TEXT STUDY
1:30 PM Staff Meeting

8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
5:30 PM Church School
6:30 PM WOW Worship
7:15 PM 7/8 Confirmation
Class begins
7:15 PM HS Deeper

28

8:30 AM Contemporary/Blended Worship 8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry
9:30 AM Church School
7:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
10:30 AM Traditional Worship
7:30 PM HS Fireplace Devotions

Saturday

1

8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
5:30 PM Church School
Begins

6:30 PM WOW Worship
7:15 PM Conf. Small Group
Leaders Meeting
7:15 PM HS Deeper

11

18

11:00 AM Meals on Wheels Wedding Rehearsal
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B) 8:00 AM Watertown
Sandwich Ministry
11:00 AM Meals on
Wheels
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10:00 AM Book Club
8:00 AM Watertown
5:15 PM Al-Anon (Assembly B)
Sandwich Ministry

5 Holy Communion

5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

19
Wedding (Toth|Tarnowski)
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

26
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]

