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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer ● Watertown, SD 

LCOOR Church Council, at its June 9 meeting, in consultation with CDC recommendations, task force 

and staff, has decided to re-open the church building (with modifications) for ministry.  Worship began 

in the building Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday 10:30 AM on the weekend of June 20 – 21.   

 

Enclosed in this newsletter are the modifications to keep people safe, while in our building.  The “key” 

is to be respectful and sensitive to the health concerns. 

 

Here is our weekly worship schedule: 

 Saturday at 5:30 PM  (Holy Communion with pastor on the 1st Saturday of the month) 

 Sunday at 9:00 AM at Memorial  Park on Lake Kampeska 

 Sunday at 10:30 AM in the church sanctuary 

 Sunday at 10:30 AM live stream the worship on YouTube.  This will also be available throughout 

the week.  Check the church website for the link. 

 

Note: KXLG radio is discontinued due to cost and the required time spent for editing the worship into a 

30 minute radio format. 

 

Small groups will be allowed moving forward.  This includes if Bible studies, quilting and other study 

groups that wish to meet in the building. 

 

The high school youth group has been meeting at the church, outdoors.  Mondays they do a camp fire 

study and conversation and on Wednesday evenings they do a sidewalk talk (Phil says they have found 

the sidewalk at the east entrance quite comfortable for meetings. 

 

Weddings and funerals may now be scheduled for the church building, following the same modifica-

tions that other worship services follow.   

 

I can only say thank you thank you thank you to you all for your adaptability and good humor during 

these crazy changing times: worship with parking lot horn-honking, online fumblings, Easter joke-telling, 

gale-force winds, flat-bed trailers and signs telling you to tune your FM radio to 88.7.  Staff have been 

adaptable and hard-working, as we all try to figure out how to do ministry in new ways.   

 

Stay tuned.   



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Fall Planning and Be the Light 

Fall Plans for Confirmation, Sunday School and Church School 
 

Typically, by now, church staff would have the entire year for Christian education planned out.  With 

the COVID-19 pandemic, we are delaying our fall planning untill early August.  By then, we should 

know how and when the public schools will be opening up as well as the rate of spread of the virus. 

 

This planning impacts:  

 Wednesday school and the meals we serve  

 Confirmation classes for the 7th and 8th Graders 

 Service of Confirmation for the 9th Graders – who are set to be confirmed on October 25 

 Sunday School classes and kids choirs 

 Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer PreSchool 

 

There are many issues to balance, in this decision-making process – safety of students and teachers 

– while teaching the faith.  We know some families are being very careful to physically distance them-

selves while others are doing minimal precautions.  We wish to respect all people’s interests. 

 

We will send out mailings, post on Facebook and make announcements during worship, to inform you 

of Christian Education for the fall. If you wish to be included in email updates, please contact Jodi 

Spilde in the church office jodi@lcoorwatertown.org . 

 
 

Join Our “BE THE LIGHT” Challenge 

During July, we encourage families and individuals to “Be the Light” in the lives                                   

of others. We can all share the love of Jesus with others by our words and our                              

deeds.  

Check List! In this newsletter, you will find a check list containing 31 suggestions                                 

– but please feel free to think of your own ways to “Be the Light” in your                                         

neighborhoods as well. Once August arrives, you can turn in your check list for a                             

small prize at the Welcome Center (picnic table at the lake service).  

Sticker! You will also see a “Be the Light” round sticker attached to the list! We happen to think this 

would be just perfect for your car window! (If you’re really opposed to a sticker on your car, we’ve also 

ordered some window clings.) If you’d like an extra sticker -- for a camper, boat or another vehicle -- 

just give us a call at 605-886-2696!  

As we begin to see “Be the Light” logos on vehicles around town, we’re really hoping to make more 

connections between members and friends of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer! (These past few 

months of physical distancing have really taken a toll on s-e-e-i-n-g people in person.)  

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heav-

en.” – Matthew 5:16 
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The Latest Word 

 

Many of the Bible studies that I have been involved with over the past few years suggest a “trinket” 

at the end of the session that essentially ties the lesson to an everyday object. Some of the trinkets I 

can really identify with, while others tend to leave me wondering… 
 

Since I’ve been primarily working from home these past few months, my surroundings have begun to 

look so familiar that I have quit really noticing them. (I will attribute this to focusing on “work” rather 

than avoiding household “chores.”) This morning, as I spent time quality time back in “the office,” I 

really took notice of the things – and trinkets -- that surround me here. 
 

The quote on my daily calendar next to my keyboard states: “Sometimes it seems the shortest dis-

tance between two points is always under construction.” Certainly seems appropriate for the time 

we’ve spent between mid-March and today!  
 

As we begin to re-construct our lives and our routines, I encourage you to look for your own spiritual 

trinkets. (Seeing a balloon might remind you of a verse on joy! Lighting a candle may remind you to 

pray. Feeling a raindrop may cause you to remember your baptism.) 
 

I tend to keep a few “trinkets” around my workspaces both here and at home. A printed card with 

one of my favorite bible verses (along with a red heart-shaped paper clip) welcomed me back to my 

desk by reminding me: 
 

“ This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
– Psalm 118:24  

 

If we truly take time to remember that each new day is a gift from God, I believe that every little thing 

(trinket) we see will remind us of the wonder of his works! 
 

 

One of the “trinkets” suggested in a recent Bible study was a recipe card! There’s no doubt that our 

LCOOR cookbook can also be a good reminder of God’s goodness. Enjoy Joan Porath’s Peanut Butter 

Chocolate Chip cookies! 
 

Peanut Butter Chocolate Chip Cookies 

1 c. margarine  1 c. peanut butter 

1 c. white sugar  1 c. brown sugar 

2 eggs    2-1/2 c. flour 

1 tsp. baking powder  1-1/2 tsp. baking soda 

½ tsp. salt   1 to 1-1/2 c. chocolate chips 
 

Cream margarine, peanut butter and sugars. Add eggs and beat well. Stir in flour, baking powder, 

baking soda and salt and add chocolate chips. Drop by teaspoonfuls on a greased baking sheet. 

Bake at 375 for 10-12 minutes.  
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Dish to Pass by Twila Schmitt 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Youth Ministry and Christian Education 

 

 

How awesome is it that we are able to gather together again for fellow-

ship and learning.  We are gathering outside and still practicing social 

distancing, but seeing each other in person versus over Zoom is wonder-

ful!  Below is the weekly schedule for youth ministry activities for the 

month of July…  

 

HS Campfire Devotions – Mondays at 8:30 pm around the fire pit at church 

Lawn Chair HS Deeper – Wednesdays at 7:30 pm outside of the office entrance to the church. 

I am always up for a cup of coffee, smoothie or latte.  Please send me a text if you 

or small group, want to get together! 

I hope you are able to join us for these activities!  Please feel free to arrive early and stay 

late to play Go Ga Ball and 4 – Square or just to hang out and visit some more!  As always, 

friends are welcome! 

       Philip Lickei – Youth Director 

 

 I hope everyone is having a great summer. Here is something fun to do as a family!  

ENJOY!! 

P R A Y E R W A L K 
Go for a walk as a family and use this guide to pray as you find each item. 

 Bird - Thank God for promising to always be with us. 

 Bug - Ask God to heal those who are sick. 

Red Flower - Ask God to protect those in the medical field. 

 Evergreen - Ask God to give leaders wisdom. 

Nut/Seed - Ask God to take care of your family and friends. 

Fallen leaf - Ask God to take care of your neighbors. 

Butterfly - Ask God to use the church to share His love. 

Yellow flower - Ask God to bring revival through this time. 

  Take Care and God Bless, 

           Christy Crook — Christian Education Director 
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The Latest Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$510.00 Memorials & Special Gifts given in May 
 

Debt Reduction 

given in memory of Nora Scharn by Bob & Bev Lealos 

 

Bell Choir 

given in memory of Zona Kunde by Dean & Nancy Slostad 
 

Prayer Shawls 

given by Debby Peterson 

given in memory of Doris Berg by Dan & Julie Jenson, Allen & Julie Rude                                       

                                                         and Greg & Connie Gertsen   

Care Fund 

given in memory of Doris Berg  by Allen & Julie Rude 
 

Debt Reduction 

given in memory  of Doris Berg by Marv & AJ Sherrill 
 

Special Gifts 

given in memory  Doris Berg by the Family of Doris Berg 
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Financial News 

May 2020  Financial Report 
   

Revenue   $                 69,484.05  

Expenses   $                 62,638.44  

Change in General Fund   $                   6,845.61  

   

Revenue to Date   $               393,784.64  

Expenses to Date   $               359,335.83  

   

% of Budget Year Completed  41.67% 

   

Annual Budgeted income for 2020   $               949,391.00  

% of Budgeted Income Received YTD  41.48% 

   

Annual Budgeted Expense for 2020   $               925,900.00  

% of Budgeted Expenses Incurred YTD  38.81% 

Mission of the Month for July 

Nicaragua Youth Retreat   Contact the church of-

fice for more information on this mission & ministry. 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Worship and Music Ministry 
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Summer Sermon Series 

Connecting with God: Practicing Our Faith 
 

After a long winter and spring, it is a gift to be in summer. Months of being cooped up in our 

homes we, (with the proper distancing and protections in place) are gathering together again at 

our lake worship service and even in our sanctuary. Some are safely staying at home and wor-

shiping with us through the wonders of modern technology. In the time that we’ve been away 

from each other, I’ve noticed the ways that I sometimes struggle maintaining my own spiritual 

practices. I wonder if that has been the same for you? What even is a spiritual practice?  

Beginning on July 5th a new five week sermon series will begin. 

Through our series, Connecting with God: Practicing Our Faith we 

will explore spiritual practices that have been a part of the Chris-

tian faith throughout the centuries; meditation, reading scripture, 

prayer, giving and serving, and worship. How do these practices 

connect us with God? How do they help us enter into relationship 

with one another in Christ’s name? However it is that you plan on 

worshiping with us this summer, please join us! 

     Pastor Dan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Although we are keeping volunteers to a mini-

mum, Head Ushers and singers are needed to 

assist with worship this summer. Please con-

tact Robbyn in the church office for more infor-

mation or to indicate your interest in serving. 

 

 

If you are not comfortable joining us for wor-

ship in person, please join us virtually. The 

10:30 a.m. Sunday service will be live 

streamed each week. Just go to https://

lcoorwatertown.org/ and click on the live stream-

ing link. On your mobile...go to our website and 

at the bottom, click Desktop view. You will then 

see this Live Stream image link. 

 

Join the Sound & Projection Team 

Summertime is a wonderful time to learn 

how to serve on the Sound & Projection 

Team. High school age students on up to 

the more mature are welcome to join the 

Team. Training is provided. Don’t worry 

about being set adrift on your own. You will 

be paired with a veteran member of the 

Team before you are asked to go solo. 

Masks will be required if more than one 

person is serving at a given worship service. 

Feel free to stop by the sound board 

(maintaining social distancing) and chat 

with a Team member or talk to Robbyn to 

hear more about this exciting opportunity. 

Contact Robbyn to set up a time for training 

that works in your schedule. 

Surviving After Suicide 

Virtual Support Group 
When: 2nd Thursday of the month 7-8:30pm 

Where: Online/Zoom 

How: email Jennie, Grief Support Coordinator at 

griefsupport@helplinecenter.org to receive the 

Zoom meeting Invitation 

https://lcoorwatertown.org/
https://lcoorwatertown.org/


The Latest Word 

Preschool News 

 

 

Lutheran Church of Our  

Redeemer Preschool 
 

We are currently full for the 2020-2021 school year!!  
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Care to help our preschool?  

All help is appreciated. 

*New/Used toys 

*Snacks/Juice 

*Support our fundraisers 

*Classroom Giving Tree 

*Thrivent Choice Dollars 

*Scrip Dollars 

If you’re ordering 

from Amazon, you can help support the 

Preschool by going to Amazon Smile or 

type in the link below and it will take you 

directly there. Sign in as you normally 

would for Amazon and find Lutheran 

Church of Our Redeemer in Watertown. 

The preschool gets a percentage of your 

purchases. https://smile.amazon.com/

ch/46-0324629 

Thank you so much for your support!!! 

Email: preschool@lcoorwatertown.org   |  Facebook: LCOORPreschool   |   Phone: 886-2696 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0324629
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0324629
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A monthly publication of  

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer. 

 

Deadline for the  August 2020 issue:  

Wednesday, July 22, 2020. 

 

 

Staff 
Pastors              Kent Stillson (Senior Pastor) 

 Dan Ofstehage (Associate Pastor) 

 Sam Hatlestad—Retired 

Welcoming & Caring Ministries             Twila Schmitt 

Worship & Music Coordinator            Robbyn Givens 

Youth Director    Philip Lickei 

Education Director                      Christy Crook 

Preschool Teacher/Director                Nikki Landmark  

Preschool Teacher Aide                  Wendy Kruger 

Business Manager                                       Donna Hamre 

Administrative Secretary                         Jodi Spilde 

Custodian                                 Adam Lauseng 

Janitorial                                                      Marilyn Byer 

                                                      Jodi Pearson 

 

2020 Church Council 

President Justin Ruesch 

Vice President Mark Reishus 

Secretary Amber Dahl 

Treasurer Todd Nichols 

Tammy Davis Dale Even 

Jennifer Harms Rachel Hauck 

Pam Luckhurst Scott Munger 
 
 

 

Prayer Chain  

 Mary Jo Manzey   882-3339 

 Marilyn Chapman   886-4858 

 Email:  twila@lcoorwatertown.org 
 

Phone (605)886-2696 

Website 
https://lcoorwatertown.org 

 
 

  facebook.com/lcoor 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/
channel/

UCtzxL8Ta1YQPVb7MBwwjv_Q  

 

Come fish with us as we meet each 

Wednesday from 6-9 pm through 

July 22nd. A wrap-up family picnic 

will be held on Wed., July 29th. 

Teams of two to four people are  

invited to join this friend- and family

-friendly league.  

Sign up by contacting:  

     Tim Chandler at 605-881-6448  

 or Tim Moes at 605-881-2935 

 

Fishing location will be determined 

by our resident guide, Tim Chan-

dler, and will be announced prior to 

our each outing.  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

Worship Opportunities 

Saturdays 

5:30pm Worship in Sanctuary (lay led) 

Sundays 

9:00am Memorial Park on Lake Kampeska 

10:30am Worship in Sanctuary 

                        also Live Streamed 

http://www.lcoorwatertown.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzxL8Ta1YQPVb7MBwwjv_Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzxL8Ta1YQPVb7MBwwjv_Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzxL8Ta1YQPVb7MBwwjv_Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzxL8Ta1YQPVb7MBwwjv_Q


D U R I N G  J U L Y ,  W E  E N C O U R A G E  F A M I L I E S  A N D

I N D I V I D U A L S  T O  " B E  T H E  L I G H T "  I N  T H E  L I V E S  O F

O T H E R S .  W E  C A N  A L L  S H A R E  T H E  L O V E  O F  J E S U S

W I T H  O T H E R S  T H R O U G H  O U R  W O R D S  A N D  O U R

D E E D S .  T H I S  L I S T  C O N T A I N S  3 1  S U G G E S T I O N S  -

B U T  F E E L  F R E E  T O  T H I N K  O F  Y O U R  O W N  W A Y S  T O

" B E  T H E  L I G H T "  I N  Y O U R  O W N  N E I G H B O R H O O D S .  

 

Leave a few books at a Little Free Library.

Write a thank you note to someone.

Pick up litter while you take a walk.

Give a friend a "just because" gift.

Let someone get in line ahead of you.

Mail a postcard to a friend or family member.

Make a list of 5 things you are thankful for.

Leave a treat for your mail carrier.

Create inspiring chalk art in your neighborhood.

Bake cookies for the Watertown Sandwich Ministry.

Collect loose change - and donate it.

Purchase & deliver non-perishable foods to Kathy's Kart.

Clean up a mess that you didn't make.

Help a neighbor with yard work.

Leave quarters (with a note) at the laundromat.



 

We look forward to seeing all your lights shine!

MADE  IN  @CANVA

Smile at a stranger. 

Donate old clothes and toys to a local charity.

Give a compliment to someone.

Bake treats and give to the police department.

Paint rocks & place around for others to find.

Invite your neighbors over for a picnic lunch on your patio.

Pass along a favorite book to someone.

Donate dog & cat treats to the humane society.

Leave a generous tip at a restaurant.

Drop off muffins at the fire station.

Call someone you haven't talked to in a while.

Bake a dessert for a neighbor.

Support a small business you don't normally use.

Donate new pajamas for foster kids.

Help a neighbor carry in their groceries.

Create essential hygiene or baby care kits for LWR.

Let your light shine before others, that they may see 
Your good deeds and glorify Your Father in heaven. 

- Matthew 5:16



Updated 6/23/2020 

LCOOR’s Commitment to Safety as We Return to the Building 
Adopted by Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Church Council on June 9, 2020. 

 

Expectations and commitments we ask of you: 

1. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 

water are unavailable, please use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.  

2. Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of your elbow. 

3. If you are not feeling well, please stay home. 

4. If someone in your household is not feeling well, please encourage them to stay home 

5. If you are immunocompromised or do not feel comfortable returning to our building yet, 

please stay home. 

6. Maintain a 6 foot physical distance between those people with whom you don’t share a 

living space.  

7. Leave a pew between you and other worshippers. 

8. It is your choice if you wear a mask for the safety of everyone and as a way to love your 

neighbor. It is your choice. 

 

 

If you are diagnosed with COVID-19 and have recently been to 

worship or in our building for any reason, we ask that you contact 

the church office. We are committed to keeping your confidentiality. 

We are also committed to keeping all who enter our doors as safe 

and healthy as we can. 
 

 

 

Expectations and commitments you can anticipate from staff and pastors. 

1. The 10:30am Worship services will be livestreamed online. If you do not feel 

comfortable coming back to the building, you can still worship with us! 

2. Throughout the summer our 9:00am outdoor lake service will continue with safe physical 

distancing. 

3. The sanctuary and all public spaces of the church will be cleaned thoroughly. 

4. Pastors and staff will keep physical distance and wear masks, yet still be present and 

available for conversation, questions, and pastoral care. 

5. Hand sanitizer and tissues will be available throughout the building. 

6. The system that handles the air flow has been adjusted to bring in more outside fresh air. 

 

 

 

 



Updated 6/23/2020 

 

How will worship look different when we return? 

1. Bulletins will be available. They will be placed in the pews before worship.  

2. The liturgy will be spoken and we will not have congregational singing. Hymn books are 

removed. We will have special music, prayers, scripture, and preaching 

3. We will not have Children’s sermons or Children’s Church as a way of limiting moving 

around in the sanctuary. 

4. Bags with quiet activities for children will not be provided. 

5. Offering plates will not be passed. Offering will be taken at the back of the church as you 

enter or leave. You can also give electronically! 

6. Communion will be taken using only one element, bread, the body of Christ. Wafers will 

be placed in the pew with the bulletins. 

7. Pastors will not shake hands after worship, but they will greet people from a safe distance 

outside before and after worship. 

8. Doors will be left open, reducing surfaces people must touch. 

9. We will not have coffee and cookies before or after worship services. 

10. We will not host funeral lunches. 

 

 

Expectations and commitments of ushers 

1. Ushers will greet people as they come while maintaining physical distance. 

2. Ushers will help remind folks to find physically distanced seats. 

3. Ushers will remind folks that bulletins are in the pews.  

 

 

How will group meetings look different? 

1. Group meetings will be limited to 10-15 participants. 

2. If you are not feeling well or are immunocompromised, please stay home. 

3. It is expected that physical distancing will be practiced. 

4. We ask that the church is notified to schedule in advance. 

5. No food or drink will be provided. 

6. Please, wipe down the area you used before you leave. 

 

 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
2001 2

nd
 Street NW - Watertown, South Dakota 

Phone: 605-886-2696 

Website: https://lcoorwatertown.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lcoor/ 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

6:00 PM Fishing League  

7:30 PM HS Lawn Chair  

               Deeper  

 

2 
5:15 PM Al-Anon   

3 
Church Office Closed  

in observance of 

Independence Day  

8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

 

4 
5:30 PM Traditional Worship   

               w/Holy Communion  

5 
9:00 AM Lake Worship @ Memorial Park  

               w/Holy Communion  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship       

                 w/Holy Communion  

                 (also Live Streamed)  

 

6 
8:00 AM Wtn  Sandwich Ministry  

7:15 PM Al-Anon   

8:30 PM HS Campfire Devotions   

7 
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Group  

11:30 AM Pastor TEXT STUDY  

8 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

6:00 PM Fishing League  

7:30 PM HS Lawn Chair  

               Deeper  

 

9 
5:15 PM Al-Anon   

10 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

11 
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]  

12 
9:00 AM Lake Worship @ Memorial Park  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

                 (also Live Streamed)  

 

13 
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry  

7:00 PM Stewardship Committee 

7:15 PM Al-Anon   

8:30 PM HS Campfire Devotions  

14 
11:30 AM Pastor TEXT STUDY  

6:30 PM Executive Committee  

7:00 PM Church Council Meeting  

15 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

6:00 PM First Communion               

               Class 

6:00 PM Fishing League  

7:30 PM HS Lawn Chair  

               Deeper  

 

16 
5:15 PM Al-Anon  

6:00 PM First 

Communion Class 

  

17 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

18 
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]  

19 
9:00 AM Lake Worship @ Memorial Park  

               w/Holy Communion  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship       

                 w/Holy Communion  

                 (also Live Streamed)  

 

20 
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry  

7:15 PM Al-Anon   

8:30 PM HS Campfire Devotions   

21 
11:30 AM Area TEXT STUDY  

22 
Newsletter Deadline 

8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

7:30 PM HS Lawn Chair  

               Deeper  

 

23 
10:00 AM Book  

                 Club   

5:15 PM Al-Anon   

24 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

25 
5:30 PM Worship [Lay Led]  

26 
9:00 AM Lake Worship @ Memorial Park  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

                 (also Live Streamed)  

 

27 
8:00 AM Wtn Sandwich Ministry  

7:15 PM Al-Anon   

8:30 PM HS Campfire Devotions  

28 
11:30 AM Pastor TEXT STUDY  

  

29 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

TBD LCOOR Family  

        Parking Lot Party 

7:30 PM HS Lawn Chair  

               Deeper  

 

30 
5:15 PM Al-Anon   

31 
8:00 AM Watertown 

Sandwich Ministry  

  

 

https://lcoorwatertown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lcoor/

