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“Making Jesus Christ Known Through Word And Deed…”
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is
the greatest and first commandment. And a second
is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:37-39

Grace and peace to you, siblings in Christ. Since we
have last gathered together, the world has
changed. We miss seeing you in worship and
around the church! Still, we continue to proclaim
Christ crucified and risen. The entire staff of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer continue to care for
our community of faith while learning new ways of
being in faithful relationship with you all. Unfortunately, neither Pastor Kent or I were offered a seminary class on pastoring during global pandemics,
so we’re figuring it all out as we go, as are you in
your own families, work places, and lives. Here are
some things that we are currently doing:
Feeding ministries are continuing. Volunteers are
taking extra precautions to keep a six foot distance from one another, wear gloves, and wash
hands frequently.



While we are unable to gather, LCOOR is communicating with you through our Facebook page
and YouTube with multiple videos each week.

Inside:





We are also worshiping with you, our beloved
community, Sundays through Facebook and
YouTube.



Staff continues to keep connected and creative
in the ways we can do ministry together.



Know that your health and wellbeing are important to us. We continue to keep you, our
community, and our world in our prayers. We
are grateful for the ministry that we share.
[continued to next page]

Message continued from Pastor Dan…...………. ………page 2

Message from Pastor Kent.……....……....……………….…...page 3

Youth Ministry…...…….….……………………………………page 4

Children’s Ministry and Message from the Secretary...…..page 5

Financial News.………………………………………………..page 6 & 7

Mission and Outreach…………….…………………………....page 8

Worship and Music Ministry………………………………….page 9

Message from Twila Schmitt………..…….………......…….....page 10

Preschool News………………………………….……...….....page 11

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Message from Pastor Dan

Christ rises even as we are scattered throughout
the community on our couches and worshiping in
front of a screen. We are brainstorming creative
ways we can disperse palms on Palm Sunday and
celebrate the resurrection on Easter. And I promise, whenever we gather together again, we will
celebrate the Easter story and the triumph of life
over death.
And, what can you do?


Practice good social distancing. This is difficult, especially for you who live alone. Still,
this is the best way for communities to
“Flatten the Curve” and not overload the nation’s hospital system.

If you have any needs, please let us know. We will
do our best to walk with you in this difficult and
ever changing time.
God goes with you, today and forever.

Adhere to the recommendations of the CDC
and health officials

In Christ,



Check in on one another. Call your neighbor.
Send a letter to your single friend. Offer to
pick up groceries for someone who is especially susceptible to illness.

pastordan@lcoorwatertown.org



Continue to support Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer with your financial gifts.



Pray for our staff, and for one another.



Unfortunately, because of CDC recommendations
regarding large crowds and because Governor
Noem has closed schools until at least May 1st,
we will most likely not be able to come together
on Palm Sunday or even Easter morning. There is
nothing that I love more than the pageantry of
Easter morning and the cries of “Christ is risen
indeed! Alleluia!” And still, loving our neighbor
means keeping a six foot distance and not gathering in large crowds. The good news though is that
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Pastor Dan Ofstehage

Join us for worship, digitally, to hear
God's Word, pray and renew the
promise of God in these confusing
and uncertain days.
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCtzxL8Ta1YQPVb7MBwwjv_Q?
view_as=subscriber
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Message from Pastor Kent
Daily Quarantine Questions for
Better and More Faithful Living

4.

ever I see a sunset or budding tree, I am
humbled and reminded, God is God and I’m
not! Catching some fresh air daily puts us in
touch with the Creator. It is important to
keep in perspective that God is good and
works beyond our wildest imagination. We
are sustained by Psalm 24:1, “The earth is
the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and
those who live in it.”

A month ago, I had never heard of the concepts
of “social distancing” or “self-quarantine”. Now,
these are a crucial reality for the health and
welfare of ourselves and others.
I came across a writing called “Daily Quarantine
Questions”. Below are some theological
perspectives on these questions.
1. What am I grateful for today?
The Bible says, “Give thanks in all circumstances”. Giving thanks for what we
do have, lifts us from fears, loneliness
and viruses. Instead of dwelling on
the negative, we recognize that not all
is lost and God remains.
2. Who am I checking in on or con-

necting with today? Giving is a two
-way street. Your loneliness and worries are lessened (and so is theirs)
when you connect with others. People need your good words, kindness
and faith. In these days, we can
phone, email, Facebook message and
write letters. It will do us good to hold on to
the divine promise, “Do not fear for I am with
you, do not be afraid, for I am your
God” (Isaiah 41:10).
3.

What expectations of “normal” am I
Letting Go of today? The Bible shouts the
message of change. No one who encountered Jesus was ever the same again. Think
of the woman at the well, Zacchaeus up in
the tree, the blind man. Change is the wild
ride we are on at this time in history. A new
normal can be embraced when we trust God
remains in charge. And let go of the old.
“Create in me a clean heart, O God” (Psalm
51:10) is the biblical prayer. It’s a new day,
and that’s not always bad!

How am I getting outside today? When-

5.

How am I moving my body today?
God created our bodies for
movement, for growth, for
life. Even in solitary days, we
need to care for our bodies.
Young and old alike need exercise. God wonderfully designed us for the interplay of
body, mind and spirit. The
three operate as a unit,
therefore all three must be
nurtured. “Your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you” (1 Corinthians 6: 19).
6. What beauty am I

either creating, cultivating or inviting
in today? Knitting, baking, singing, hammering. God created us to create, though in
a much smaller way than the divine. Since
we are created in the image of God (Genesis
1:27), we live into our status of God’s beloved children when we express ourselves
through the arts. Do something beautiful today, to give glory to God and to brighten your
day and the day of others.

Pastor Kent
pastorkent@lcoorwatertown.org
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Youth Ministry
Well this is interesting! How crazy are things in our world. Social distancing, quarantines, and no
toilet paper! Not knowing what April will bring, I am not going to list all of our youth ministry
opportunities for the month. Instead, I am going to give you a brief rundown on what I am up to
and how we are trying to stay connected as a youth group.

During our self-quarantining, social distancing and lack of youth programs I am…


Making personal phone calls to all the HS youth group at least once a week.



I set up a "Group Me" account so our youth group can participate in online chats with
one another.



Created a youth video for our church web page.



Working on summer mission trip schedule and service sites



Working on day camp schedule and activities along with Christy Crook.



Attempting to set up small group "Zoom" online video meetings for Bible studies and
devotions.



Helping with Sandwich Ministry as needed.

This is not an exhaustive list, but I hope it gives you an idea of what I am up to and that I am trying
to stay connected to our youth as best I can in these new and crazy times. Hopefully things will
get back to normal in the near future and youth group activities will resume accordingly. Thanks
to the youth for all of their patience with me as I navigate the tech world and for all of the prayers
from our LCOOR family!

Philip Lickei—Youth Director
phil@lcoorwatertown.org

When the roots
are deep, there is
no reason to
fear the wind!
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Children’s Ministry
I know this is a crazy unusual time for us all and not being able to gather together due to social distancing we need to try and stay connected. I miss you all and can’t wait for us to gather again.



the Remind app



Text messages



Phone calls to teachers



I will post a Bible lesson on Facebook
with a video once a week!!

April Memory Verse

I am currently reaching out to my families through:

Dear God, teach us to be faithful people in this crazy time.
Help us to follow in your footsteps and stay connected with each other.

Christy Crook—Education Director
christy@lcoorwatertown.org

Hey there!
We are certainly in an uncharted time right now. I pray for everyone’s health and well being. I have
faith that we will come out on the other side of this COVID-19 with a renewed love for God and
community.


This is a great time to log into the Online Church Directory if you haven’t already.
I know that we cannot gather together physically right now, but we can certainly
gather together in phone conversations, emails and cards.



First time logging in? Go to our website https://lcoorwatertown.org/ and click the
link to view the directory online. You’ll be asked to create a login. You will use the
email address that we have on file for you.

I am also working on entering everyone’s email address into our bulk email program. We will send
emails throughout the week keeping in touch. My hope is to have this entered before this weeks
end. If you are not receiving emails from us and would like to, please go to our web page at
https://lcoorwatertown.org/ and click “Join Now” for email updates.
Blessings,

Jodi Spilde—Administrative Secretary
jodi@lcoorwatertown.org
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Financial News
I hope that you are all doing okay with all of this COVID-19 pandemic. I know times are scary and
uncertain right now. Please now that we here at the church are continuing to do God’s work and
maintain the “new normal”.
We appreciate so much those of you who are continuing to send in your weekly offerings. This helps
greatly in being able to continue to do what we do here at LCOOR.
Ways that are available for you to continuing supporting LCOOR and our ministries would be to either
mail your offerings in to the Church office or you can text your offering by texting the amount to
605-250-6765. You can also go to our church website, https://lcoorwatertown.org/resources/ and
follow the steps there to get signed up through Simply Giving.
Thank you very much for your continued support.

Donna Hamre - Business Manager
office@lcoorwatertown.org

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Directed in February
Christian Pre-School - $323.00
(deposited into General – Christian Pre-School)

Thank you Dale & Marjorie Rothenberger and Julie Rude

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer – $674.00 (deposited into Dedicated)
Thank you Pam Raeder, Charles Arneson, Robert & Patsy Reiner, Dale Rothenberger,
and Sam Hatlestad

Directed in March
Christian Pre-School - $77.00 (deposited into General – Christian Pre-School)
Thank you Dan Jenson and Julie Rude

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer – $1,014.00 (deposited into Dedicated)
Thank you Ken & Verla Ackly, Steve & Patti Schull, Burdette & Janet Drake,
David & Bonnie Werpy Rye, Harlow & Gloria Ostenvick, Marilyn Schimmel,
Al Raeder, and Don Scharn
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Financial News

February 2020 Financial Report
Revenue
Expenses
Change in General Fund

$
$
$

73,660.30
75,514.56
(1,854.26)

Revenue to Date

$

157,475.75

Expenses to Date

$

155,448.29

% of Budget Year Completed

16.70%

Annual Budgeted income for 2020
% of Budgeted Income Received YTD

$

949,391.00
16.59%

Annual Budgeted Expense for 2020
% of Budgeted Expenses Incurred YTD

$

925,900.00
16.79%

$110.00 Memorials & Special Gifts given in March.
Prayer Shawls
given in memory of Doreen Johnson by Rod & Nancy Iverson
special gift given by Deanna Ericsson
given in memory of Linda Flaherty by Roger & Linda Austad
given in memory of Kermit Spilde by Ron & Robbyn Givens

Debt Reduction
given in memory of Doreen Johnson by Marv & AJ Sherrill

Sound & Projection
given in memory of Linda Flaherty by Ron & Robbyn Givens
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Mission and Outreach
Caring Casseroles Available

DVD Movies

We’re called to care for one another – and
sometimes a warm meal is just what someone
needs! We have freezer meals available for anyone to deliver – but, you could even go the extra
step and pop it in your oven to deliver piping
hot! We have two types of frozen casseroles
available. Just stop by the church office during
business hours.

Our friends who live at the Tower Apartments
would sure appreciate your donations of dvd
movies to help pass the time during this period of “social distancing.” If you have a few you
could donate to their “lending library,” just
drop them off here at the church office. M-F
between 9am-3pm

Kathy’s Karts

Bake Some Cookies

All non-perishable items and
paper products needed for the
food pantry. including: peanut
butter, cream soups and pasta!
Thanks for continuing to help
our community.

So...you or your kids need a project? How about
baking some cookies. The Watertown Sandwich
Ministry continues to deliver sack lunches Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Cookies kits are
available just inside the church doors to the office
for you to pick up. Reminder for all cookie bakers
to wash hands frequently, if you are not feeling
well—- don’t bake cookies and wear gloves
(provided by the cookie kits).

Prayer Shawls
Know of someone in need of a few extra prayers? Neighbor - Friend - Relative Pick up a Prayer Shawl from the church to give to them. When
they wrap up in it’s warmth, it is like they are
receiving a hug. Office is open M-F 9am-3pm.

Timmerman Scholarship
Watertown High School Graduates that will be
entering 1st or 2nd year of education or technical 
training at a South Dakota State supported
institution are eligible to apply for one of three
$500 scholarships. Information and applica
tions are available in the church office, at the
Welcome Center or online at https://

lcoorwatertown.org/ under the RESOURCES tab.
Registration Deadline is 5/31/2020.
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You’re invited to join in on the reading, conversations and fellowship of this group. Meet
in the Youth Room of the church at 10am on
the 4th Thursday of the month.
April—Giants of the Earth by O.E. Rolvaag
(to be moved to August if we are unable to
meet in April)
May—This Tender Land by William Kent
Krueger
June—Unfollow by Phelps-Roper
July—A Gentleman in Moscow by Amon
Towles

The Latest Word

Worship and Music Ministry
1bDo

not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have Each worship service will include:
called you by name, you are mine. 2When you  A song recorded by church musicians (while
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
keeping their social distance)
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
 A ‘classic’ special music piece from our aryou; when you walk through fire you shall not
chives It is our hope that you may be upliftbe burned, and the flame shall not consume
ed by these musical selections…and might
you. 3aFor I am the Lord your God, the Holy One
even sing along.
of Israel, your Savior.
Isaiah 43:1b-3a
 Confession and forgiveness
Ministry continues at Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer. My duties have changed dramatically in these last days. I have shifted from recruiting, organizing and scheduling volunteers;
working with the choirs and Worship Team,
along with the technology of worship, to primarily technology driven activities. I’ve been working with the pastors and others to produce, record, edit and post videos on social media several times a week, as well
as a weekly worship service.
Although we are not able to
gather in the same room to
hear scripture, pray and
sing God’s praises, we can
still worship in our homes
or wherever we are, together, through technology. Such as:




A 30-minute worship service will be posted
to the church’s Facebook page and to the
church’s YouTube channel at 10:00 a.m.
each Sunday morning until we can worship
physically together again.



Scripture



Prayer



A Message

We are busily planning for Holy Week including
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Easter Sunday. It will look a lot different
this year as we will, in all likelihood, still be social distancing. Please watch Facebook, YouTube and the church’s website: https://lcoorwatertown.org/ for
more information. Plans are evolving
and changing as the COVID-19 situation changes.
Thank you to all who have reached
out to offer their assistance. I look forward to the day when we can take you
up on those offers. We are looking for
someone who could assist, from their home,
with editing video to post to social media in the
event I might get sick. I keep telling the pastors
that I just won’t let that happen, but we all
know that this disease does not discriminate.

Blessings to all. Stay safe. Stay well. And keep
Near the end of each business day on Mon- looking up to the Lord above.
day, Wednesday and Friday, we will post an
Robbyn Givens
uplifting and/or informational video to help
Worship & Music Coordinator
us stay connected. We may release other
videos, too, as this ever-changing situation
robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org
demands.
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Message from Twila Schmitt
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer." -- Romans 12:12
This verse from Romans has been on my heart during the past week as I’ve been connecting with as
many of you as possible – and encouraging you to
the same.
One of our first moves was to start a phone tree as
a way of caring for one another. Enlisting the help
of our BeFrienders and those on our Prayer Chain,
we have been calling people simply to let them
know we are thinking about them during this unusual time. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, several of the folks we’ve been talking to are also calling other neighbors and friends of the congregation.
During these calls, we are listening for ways that we
(as a church outside of our physical building) can
help our neighbors. We have formed a growing list
of people who we can call on to make deliveries, go
shopping or pick up necessities.
One of the first times our “COVID 19: God’s Work
Our Hands” volunteer list was called into action was
finding helpers for the Watertown Community Cares
food distribution to be held at the Boys & Girls Club.
Thanks to all who spent time setting up 500 boxes,
filling those boxes with food and ultimately distributing them during a drive-through event. This program will continue weekly, until there is no longer a
need.
Many families have felt the effects of these changing times: from not being able to visit family members in the hospital and nursing homes to losing
jobs due to businesses being closed. There are
many layers of stress out there. Our jobs currently
are to bring the message of hope for these uncertain times.
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While I’ve always sent out a regular stream of
“care cards,” I’m writing even more “thinking
about you” cards – and would encourage you to do
the same! They don’t have to be well worded essays. Simply opening the mailbox to something
other than bills will bring a smile to someone’s
face.
Please remember that we still have prayer shawls
and prayer squares available for you to deliver
(from a safe distance, of course.) Our prayer shawl
creators are still actively knitting and crocheting
and praying. If a neighbor or friend could use a
casserole, please let me know, and we can make
that happen.
We will continue down this road together, lifting
each other up in faith and prayer.

Twila Schmitt
Welcoming & Caring Coordinator
twila@lcoorwatertown.org

The Latest Word

Preschool News

Our preschool offers a Monday-Thursday
8:30-11:30am Pre-Kindergarten (4/5 year old)
program. It is open to anyone not just church
members.
Our curriculum includes introducing letters
and sounds, numbers, first/last names,
shapes, and colors. We also socialize and
play, listen to a lot of books, and sing songs
along with many other learning activities. The
students also learn about God’s love, hear
and learn stories and songs about Jesus.
We would love for your child to be part of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Preschool!!
Any questions please call Miss Nikki or
Miss Wendy at 886-2696 or email us at preschool@lcoorwatertown.org

Mission of the Month
LCOOR Christian Preschool


The LCOOR Christian Preschool began in
September 1986 with an enrollment of 16
students.



Today the Preschool has 14 students enrolled
in the 4/5 year old Mon.-Thurs. morning
program.



The Director/Teacher is Nikki Landmark with
Wendy Kruger as Teacher's Aide.

The preschool's key emphasis is on the development of socialization skills along with cognitive,
language, gross & fine motor skills. Each week a
Bible story is shared with the students along
with a variety of music and verses. The students
also have Chapel time once a month with Pastor
Dan or Pastor Kent.
The Christian Preschool operates on tuition, special gifts (an example: Thrivent Choice Dollars)
and fundraiser profits.

If you’re ordering from Amazon, you can help support the Preschool by going to Amazon Smile or
type in the link below. Sign in as you normally
would for Amazon and select Lutheran Church of
Our Redeemer in Watertown. The preschool gets a
percentage of your purchases. https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/46-0324629
Thank you so much for your support!!!

Mission of the month dollars are above and beyond your regular giving. Please clearly mark
your offering with (Mission of the Month - Preschool) during April. Thank You for Your Support!

“Teach children how they should live, and
they will remember it all their life.”
Proverbs 22:6

Email: preschool@lcoorwatertown.org | Facebook: LCOORPreschool | Phone: 886-2696
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Online Video Posting Schedule


Sundays - Worship Service



Mon—Wed—Fri - Video Updates



Thursdays - Church School Bible Story
https://www.facebook.com/lcoor/
https://lcoorwatertown.org/
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Philip Lickei

Preschool Teacher Aide

Janitorial

Jennifer Harms

Prayer Chain

Pastors

Custodian

Dale Even

facebook.com/lcoor

Jodi Spilde
Adam Lauseng
Marilyn Byer
Jodi Pearson

https://
www.youtube.com/
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Temporary Office Hours
During COVID-19
The Church Office will be staffed
Monday—Friday 9:00am—3:00pm.
Please note, you may still contact
the Church Office during regular
business hours (M-F 8:30am5:00pm) as we will have the phone
line forwarded to a church staff
member.
LCOOR Staff and Leaders are creatively continuing ministries as we
journey together in faith through
this time of COVID-19.
Please know that we are keeping
you and everyone in our prayers as
we go through this unusual time.

