
T h e               L a t e s t 

Word 

“Making Jesus Christ Known Through Word And Deed…” 

Children’s Ministry………………...…………………. ………page 2                  Youth Ministry……………………....……....……………….…...page 3 

Mission and Outreach..……………..…………………….…page 4 –5                 Property Task Force Report……………………………………page 6 

Financial News…………….….……………………………….page 7                   ‘Dish to Pass’……………………....…….…………………..……page 8                 

Worship and Music…………..………………………..……...page 9                    Adult Education & Fellowship……..…….………... …..….….page 10                  

Preschool News………………………………………………..page 11  June & July  Calendars / Farewell-Thank You……......……Inserts    In
si

d
e

: 
June / July  2019 

Volume 27 ● Issue No.6 / 7 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer ● Watertown, SD 

 

Cementing Our Welcome 
The story of asphalt and mud 

 

This Bible verse seems to speak of our spring weather chaos, leading to our muddy asphalt parking lot prob-

lems: “The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 

had been founded on the rock.”  (Mark 7: 25)  
 

Fifteen years of wear on the asphalt, plus an incredibly wet spring, topped off by 25 inches of snow the week 

before Palm Sunday, has caused us to deal with a parking lot problem that can no longer be put off.  There are 

3 sections of parking lot issues to be addressed, with a total cost of $211,350. 

 

1. Three bids were received for replacement of east asphalt parking lot with concrete.                            

The best rate was $159,120, including striping. 

2. The property committee received one bid for $15,000 for “chip sealing” the south asphalt parking lot.     

This would include patches, sealing and re-striping.  This needs to be done, to preserve this asphalt 

3. The southwest drive way and the circle service truck access is still asphalt and in very  tough shape.  

The cost to concrete this will be $37,230. 

 

Dave Brunkow, the stewardship consultant from Sioux Falls that we entered a contract with last summer to as-

sist with our annual stewardship drive, has agreed to coach us on this rather large “special appeal” at no addi-

tional cost.  Brunkow met with the LCOOR stewardship team on May 13 and helped us develop a plan. 

 

The 6 week Special Appeal kicks off Sunday, June 9.  It will conclude on July 14 with our “Concrete Commit-

ment Sunday”.  There will be temple talks and information out on social media, website and mailings.  This will 

have some additional challenges, since our summer schedules – church and family – keep people away from 

church quite regularly.  Also, with our lake service at Memorial Park beginning on Memorial Day weekend, hope-

fully it will not be “out of sight, out of mind”.   

 

As “un-fun” as raising money for concrete parking lots is, we can no longer put this project off.  We need parking 

for the 100’s who worship each week.  We need the 146 parking spaces in the east lot, that were lost to mud.  

We need to welcome our people to experience the saving grace of our Mighty God, without losing their car in a 

parking lot mud hole! 

 

Please be ready to make your commitment – gift for this important “welcome mat” to the people driving to our 

worship services. 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Children’s Ministry 

 

Looking Ahead 
Church School registrations will be sent           

out in the August Newsletter, if you would        

like to sign up earlier the online                        

registration is up and working!! 

**Please remember without our                      

volunteers this Ministry would not be              

possible!! It’s a fun way to grow in faith           

with these kids!! If you are interested in          

helping with Church School in any way        

please contact                                                      

christy@lcoorwatertown.org 

 

Babysitter List Available 

Looking for someone to watch your kids for a few 

hours this summer? The Welcome Center at 

LCOOR has a list of babysitters available to help 

you. Stop by the Welcome Center or the church 

office to pick up the list. If you have finished 6th 

grade and would like to have your name added to 

our LCOOR Babysitter list, please send your name 

and phone number to twila@lcoorwatertown.org. 

 

 

A Week at Camp  
Christy and a group of kids will be heading to 

NESODAK July 14th-July 19th where they will 

take an adventure with meeting new friends, 

be outside in nature, sleeping in cabins, 

have fun singing, dancing and playing 

games, and mostly try to experience new 

things/ God’s love and grace in the world 

through bible study.  

 

 

 

 

Bake The Bread of Life 

Bakers are needed to make communion bread for 

worship. Sign up at the Welcome Center to serve. 

This is a great activity for parents and kids, grand-

parents and grandchildren, adult leaders and stu-

dents and more. The sign-up sheet, recipe and in-

structions are available at the Welcome Center. 

For more information, call Robbyn or Jodi in the 

church office at 886-2696 or send an e-mail to 

robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org. 
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             July 29-August 1 from 9 am-3 pm 

Who: 3rd Grade-5th Grade (Completed) 
 

Email Christy@lcoorwatertown.org to get signed up as a volunteer and sign up for donations! 

*Please bring your own sack lunch each day (snack will be provided)!  

Register Onlin
e 

https://lcoorwatertown.org/ 

mailto:twila@lcoorwatertown.org
mailto:robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org
mailto:Christy@lcoorwatertown.org
https://lcoorwatertown.org/


The Latest Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wow, another school year has come and gone.  I am always surprised how fast things 

move.  It seems as though we are constantly moving from one project to another, cele-

brating one church season and then another, planning one project and then another.  

In the midst of this whirlwind of activity it is easy to forget what month it is or even 

what day.  As much as I love all that goes on during the school year, I am excited for a 

time to sit down, take a look back at the school year and remind myself of the amaz-

ing ministry that has taken place.  What a blessing it is to be a part of such a wonder-

ful faith community.  As happens every summer, it won’t be long and I will be itching 

for the new school year to begin…which will be here before we know it! 

 

        Philip Lickei – Youth Director 
 

 

HS Coffee & Conversation 
During the summer, we will periodically come together for a time of fellowship and great conversa-

tion at Gather Coffee Shop.  Be on the look-out for a text to let you know when we will be getting to-

gether. 

  

 

High School Mission Trip – July 12 – 20, 2019 
For those HS youth who are going on the mission trip this summer, final payment information and 

other necessary information will be coming in the mail in June.  Please contact Philip at the church if 

you have any question about the trip. 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities During the Summer 
Middle School and High School youth…Contact Philip if you are looking for some volunteer projects 

this summer.  I will help you line some things up if you are interested.  We help out at Jenkins Living 

Center, StoneyBrook and EdgeWood Assisted Living Centers during the summer months. 

 

 

You can contact Philip during the summer at: 

- Church Office (886-2696) 

- Email (phil@lcoorwatertown.org) 

- Cell Phone/Text (520-2280) 
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Youth Ministry 

When the roots are deep, 

there is no reason to   

fear the wind! 

mailto:phil@lcoorwatertown.org


Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Mission and Outreach 

Page 4                 Volume 27, Issue 6 / 7 

 

 

Quilters 

Meet at 9am 

at LCOOR 

Th, June 6 

Th, June 20 

Fri, June 21 

 

Th, July 18 

Fri, July 19 

 

For more    

info contact 

Jan Little 
(605) 886-4136 

 

 

“What I liked the 

most is that I 

have met many 

friends, we have 

had a lot of fun, 

they have taught 

us things we did 

not know and 

we have spoken 

about the word 

of God.” said 16

-year-ld Kinberly 

Mondragon from 

Sagrada Familia 

Community, So-

motillo, Chi-

nandega. 

Mission of the Month    
Your gifts to LCOOR’s Mission of the Month help to make ministries like these possi-

ble. Gifts to the Mission of the Month are intended to go beyond your regular offer-

ing. Be sure to clearly state “Mission of the Month” on your offering envelope so that 

it can be credited properly.  

 

JUNE—St. Dysmas is behind the walls of the South Dakota State Penitentiary in 

Sioux Falls. Our partnership in ministry and support has enabled St. Dysmas to 

flourish and grow! Congregations like us help provide 1/3rd of the St. Dysmas 

budget, while the other 2/3rds come from individual donors. Thank you to those 

who have worshiped with the men of St. Dysmas in Sioux Falls. A unique feature of 

this congregation is their partnership with outside congregations like us. It means 

the world to the men to have outside visitors. For many, it is the only opportunity 

they will have to talk to someone who is not paid to be in the prison or a fellow in-

mate. The hour they spend in the chapel each week is the only hour they are called 

by their first name and are known as a man and a Child of God first and an inmate 

second. To learn more about St. Dysmas, visit www.stdysmas.com .  

 

JULY—Nicaragua Youth Retreat   

The Youth Ministry of the Lutheran 

Church of Nicaragua “Faith and 

Hope” (ILFE) held its eighteenth 

Youth Camp from January 2 to 6, 

2019; attended by around ninety 

young people from different commu-

nities of faith throughout the country. 

This camp has been held annually with the support of our brothers and sisters 

from the South Dakota Synod. The objective is to strengthen the ILFE communities 

by strengthening the capacities of the members of the different youth groups. In 

addition, due to the socioeconomic conditions of the country, adolescents and 

young people must mature prematurely and must contribute financially to their 

homes from childhood, so, the youth camp is a space in which they can share their 

experiences with other young people, play, learn, have fun and feel the presence of 

God in a safe place. 

The activities that are carried out are diverse. In this year, workshops on Climate 

Justice, Gender Equity and Violence, Sexual and Reproductive Health were given, 

and also was a space to study the theme of Martin Lutheran and Prayer. Recrea-

tional activities ranged from Zumba classes and yoga, to a soccer league and also 

election of Miss & Mister Youth Camp. 



The Latest Word 

Thank you to all the helpers at the Rum-

mage Sale  -  and to their husbands with  

pick-ups!  We raised $2,568.40. These 

funds have been divided equally among 

the LCOOR HS Youth Mission Trip, Sand-

wich Ministry, Beacon Center and Global 

Health Ministries. 

 

The volunteers of the 

Sandwich Ministry would 

like to thank LCOOR, 

their many committees 

and it’s members for 

their continued support. 

Whether you are a volunteer, a baker, a deliverer, 

a donator or a prayer warrior, we could not do 

this program without you! With all of your help, 

we are able to feed 150-200 citizens of Water-

town, a free, heathy meal. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

 To Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  - $52.00  

  Thank you Bob & Pat Reiner 

 

Prayer Shawl Group 

Meet at 10am at LCOOR  

Tuesdays, June 4 & 18 July 2 & 16 

 

BeFrienders Available to Listen 

Need a listening ear? BeFrienders are trained to 

provide a listening presence to others. They ac-

cept people as they are – without telling them 

how they should be. They listen with compassion, 

without giving advice and provide spiritual and 

emotional care. 

If you (or someone you know) would like to visit 

with a BeFriender, please contact Twila Schmitt, 

Welcoming & Caring Coordinator, at the church 

office (605-886-2696). 

Mark Your Calendars! 

God’s Work Our Hands is Sep-

tember 22 

We’re already gathering project ideas for this 

year’s “God’s Work. Our Hands” set for Sunday, 

September 22. Do you know someone who could 

benefit from painting, weeding, yard cleaning or 

window washing? Maybe there are other project 

needs that members of our congregation could 

help with on September 22? Keep your eyes and 

ears open – we look forward to hearing from you.  

If you have ideas, please contact Lynn Langer 

(chucklynnlangner@gmail.com), Paige Sullivan 

(psullivan@wat.midco.net) -- or leave a message 

with Twila in the church office! 

 

Road Ditch Clean Up May 2019 

Kudos to this awesome group who cleaned the 

two miles of road ditch on Highway 20, one mile 

on either side of the Memorial Park Road. Thank 

you also to Thrivent for the meal afterwards. 

(pictured: Julie Rude, Pam Van Gilder, Allen 

Rude, Mike & Diane Madsen and Ken Madison; 

not pictured: 

Renae Madi-

son and Al & 

Pam Raeder) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals on Wheels Delivery 

July 22—26 

If you would be willing to take part in this 

program, please contact Julie Rude (881-

6722).   
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A church property task force was authorized by the LCOOR Annual Meeting on January 27, 2019 to 

explore possibly selling off the western most piece of the church property.   The amount of land con-

sidered to be sold is 800’ x 130’. This piece of land could have been subdivided into 8 or 9 residen-

tial lots.  The idea was for the proceeds of the sale to lower our church mortgage, which as of 

4/26/2019 stood at $427,665.  The church will need to refinance by the end of 2019. 

 

The task force contacted 6 realtors/developers and received only one written proposal for 

$120,000.  

 

The task force recommended to the Church Council at its May 14 meeting not to sell the church 

property at this time.  They do not feel it is an appropriate amount.   

 

This matter will be presented to the church annual meeting in January of 2020, with the following 

options for the congregation to consider: 

Do nothing 

Wait 1 or 2 years and re-visit the issue 

Find 2 or 3 people from the congregation to market and sell individual lots on behalf of the con-

gregation.  Have a lawyer draw up a selling contract. 

 

The task force consisted of Tammy Davis, Adam Karst, Monte Hopper, Chuck Langner, Dale Even, 

Mark Reishus and Pastor Kent Stillson. 

 

 

Aging Faithfully Conference 

Where: Augustana University in Sioux Falls 

When: Thursday, July 25 from 8 am to 2:30 pm 
 

Whether you are an older adult, you work or care  

for an older adult, or you are simply interested in  

the topic, we invite you to take part in this day of  

reflection and discussion featuring speaker Peter W. Marty. 
 

A frequent preacher and speaker at churches and conferences  

across the country, Marty has written numerous articles related  

to culture, character, and faith issues in our day. He is the author  

of “The Anatomy of Grace.” From 2004-2009, he served as host  

of the national radio broadcast, “Grace Matters.” 
 

Tickets are $25 through July 15; $35 on/after July 16. The full  

schedule can be viewed at augie.edu/aging. Anyone interested  

in carpooling to Sioux Falls for this event? Please contact Twila  

in the church office. 

Lutheran World Relief 

Family Mission  

Projects 
 

June—Personal Care Kits 

July—School Kits 
 

Information on these kits can 

be found online at https://

lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-

of-care or stop by the church 

office for the kit list(s). 
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$1,839.10 in Memorials and Special Gifts given in May 

 Prayer Shawls 
 In Memory of Mary Fisk by Chuck & Lynn Langner and  Darlene Bailey 

 In Memory of Arleen Larson by Pamela Luckhurst 

 Camperships 

 In Memory of Mary Fisk by Clark & Gerry Likness 

 Special Gift from the Men’s Lunch 

  Quilters In Memory of Mary Fisk by Allen & Karen Kasperson  

 LCOOR Preschool    In Memory of Sandee Pederson by Doug & Shelly Alvine 

 Handbell Choir 
 In Memory of Sandee Pederson by Marv & AJ Sherrill, Ken & Renae Madison, The Bell Choir 

 Special Gift from the Watertown Skate Club 

 High School Lunches 
 In Memory of Sandee Pederson by Chuck & Lynn Langner 

 Special Gift from Wayne & Kristi Jenc  

 Debt Reduction  

 In Memory of Mary Fisk by Everett Fisk 

 In Memory of Sonya Benson by Marv & AJ Sherrill 

 Mission & Endowment    In Memory of Sonya Benson by Carroll & Diann Moe  

 High School Mission Trip    Special Gift from Rummage Sale proceeds  

 Sandwich Ministry      In Memory of Arleen Larson by Judy Bruchhof  

 Care Fund    In Memory of Arleen Larson by Kathryn Hibbert 

 Special Gifts    In Memory of Arleen Larson by Charles & Marilyn Arneson  

 Parking Lot    Special Gift from the Men’s Lunch  

Financial News 

April 2019  Financial Report 
   

Revenue   $                 95,178.80  

Expenses   $                 75,134.02  

Change in General Fund   $                 20,044.78  
   

Revenue to Date   $               330,078.14  

Expenses to Date   $               310,235.40  
   

% of Budget Year Completed  33.30% 
   

Annual Budgeted income for 2019   $               939,367.00  

% of Budgeted Income Received YTD  35.14% 
   

Annual Budgeted Expense for 2019   $               908,173.00  

% of Budgeted Expenses Incurred YTD  34.16% 



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

 

A rather coincidental coffee cake recently got me thinking about kindness. 

 

Last month, I was scheduled to bring dessert to an afternoon function and I was thinking 

about a certain scrumptious cherry cake that I had tasted years (possibly decades) ago. Lo! 

And behold! The very next morning at Bible Study, this cake was being served! 

 

Renae Madison had baked “Cherry Coffee Cake” and was kind enough to send me the recipe 

via email that very afternoon. I baked & served the cake just one day later – and was asked by 

another person to pass along the recipe (which I did)! 

 

Have you ever thought about the fact that giving kindness does as much good as receiving it? I 

recently read more about this notion in a book that was loaned to me many months ago by 

Cathy Zubke. In “The Power of Kindness,” the author tells us that “All good things must be cir-

culated, not stored.” Isn’t this also our calling as Christians, to share and love one another as 

Christ loved us?  

 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another.” -- John 13:34 

 

Opportunities for kindness and love are all around us. We just need to open our eyes to see 

them. My prayer this summer is that we look around for ways to spread kindness. Share a fa-

vorite book. Let someone check out in front of you at the store. Give that parent who is wran-

gling a rambunctious toddler a reassuring smile. Invite someone over for freshly baked coffee 

cake. The opportunities are truly endless! 
 

 

Cherry Coffee Cake 

2 cups flour  1 tsp. baking powder  

1 cup sugar  1 cup vegetable oil   

4 eggs   4 eggs 
 

Powdered sugar frosting: 

I cup powder sugar 

1.5 to 2 Tablespoons of milk 

1/2 tsp vanilla 

(Beat the 3 ingredients until smooth to form a stiff frosting) 
 

Beat first 6 ingredients together. Put 2/3rds of the dough into a 9x13-inch cake pan. Spread the can 

of pie mix over dough. Then add the other 1/3 of the batter over the pie mix layer. The top layer of 

dough can be spread with it falling off the spatula without trying to totally cover the entire pie mix lay-

er. Bake 350 degrees for 40 min. Drizzle with stiff powdered sugar frosting while still hot. 

‘Dish to Pass’...by Twila Schmitt 

Page 8                 Volume 26, Issue 6 / 7 



The Latest Word 

Worship and Music Ministry 

Page 9 

 

Worship at Memorial Park 

It’s that time of year…time to worship on the 

shores of Lake Kampeska at Memorial Park. As 

the wind rustles through the trees we’ll lift our 

voices in praise for the beautiful worship setting 

God has provided. Lake worship is at 9:00 a.m. 

each Sunday through Labor Day Weekend.  
 

Volunteer opportunities abound as we head into 

the summer worship season. Please talk to Rob-

byn, stop by the Welcome Center, or coffee table 

at the Lake, or on the church’s website to sign up 

if you are willing to help as a Head Usher at Sat-

urday evening or Sunday lake or in-town worship 

services. Parking Attendants are needed at all 

lake worship services as are Hymn leaders. The 

Worship Team will lead worship at the lake once 

each month. Special music opportunities are also 

available throughout the summer. Let Robbyn 

know if you are willing to share your special tal-

ents. 

 

Join the Sound & Projection Team 

Summertime is a great time to learn how to serve 

on the Sound & Projection Team. High school age 

students on up to the more mature are welcome 

to join the Team. Training is provided. Don’t wor-

ry; you will be paired with a veteran member of 

the Team before you are asked to go solo. Feel 

free to stop by the sound board and chat with a 

Team member or talk to Robbyn to hear more 

about this exciting opportunity. Contact Robbyn 

to set up a time for training that works in your 

schedule.  Call 886-2696 or e-mail her at rob-

byn@lcoorwatertown.org.  

 

 

Summer Sermon Series 
 

June 16-August 11 
 

Love. Joy. Peace. Patience. Kindness.  

Generosity. Faithfulness. Gentleness.    

Self-Control. 
 

In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul names these as the 

fruits of the Spirit. Following Jesus informs the 

way that we live in this world. Beginning June 

16th, we will wonder with one another how we 

live out the fruits of the Spirit in our daily life. 

How do we act in contrast to the world because 

of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? 

Join us this summer as we cultivate life lived 

differently through Jesus. 

 

 

Ways That Nearly Anyone Can 

Serve…There are so many ways that you can 

serve your congregation this summer. Everyone 

is invited to serve at worship as an usher, lector 

or communion assistant. Members are also 

needed to return the coffee items from the lake 

service to the church kitchen following worship 

each Sunday.  
 

Sign up to serve at the Welcome Center at 

church, at the lake coffee table, on-line… 

www.lcoorwatertown.org → Ministry → Worship 

& Music Opportunities… 

or contact Robbyn in the church office at 886-

2696 or by e-mail at rob-

byn@lcoorwatertown.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org
mailto:robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org
http://www.lcoorwatertown.org
mailto:robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org
mailto:robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org
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Summer Women’s Bible Study 

Lessons from Esther by Kay Ward 

Session 1:  Tues., June 11th at 9:30am 

 -  Esther the queen-Voices in the king’s court  

 Hostesses: Barb Lounsbrough 

         Joan Hohnstadt 

Session 2: Tues., July 9th at 9:30am 

-  Esther saves the Jews-Finding our voices  

Session 3: Tues., Aug. 13th at 9:30am 

-  Remembering Esther-Using our voices 

 

Men and Women – serve your 

congregation as a Head Usher 

this summer! 

Would you like to serve your congregation by as-

sisting in making our worship services feel warm, 

friendly and to run smoothly? We’ll show you how 

to serve as a Head Usher. Opportunities are avail-

able for Saturday evening, Sunday Memorial Park 

lake and in-town worship services. 

Book Club 

We invite you to come and fellowship with new 

or old friends and a good book! 

June 27th at 10am 

“Unsheltered” by Barbara Kingsolver 

July 25th at 10am 

“Wisdom of Sally Red Shoes” by Ruth Hogan 

 

Martha Circle 

Meet for lunch at Minerva’s at noon on 

June 10th. Questions: ask Lana Ronning 

(605) 886-4967 

Ladies Night Out will be a little “Looney” this year 

as the Looney Lutherans return to Watertown on 

November 11 to present “HOLD THE LUTEFISK, 

It's Beginning to Smell a Lot Like Christmas.”   

Circle the date on your calendar now! Tickets for 

Ladies Night Out are $15 and will be available 

August 1.  
 

Thursday Worship 

Faithful Generations Holy Communion Worship 

Service will be held at 2:30 p.m. on the second 

Thursday of the month. Join us on June 13, July 

11 and August 8 in The Chapel. All are welcome 

to attend the worship service which is followed by 

coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space. 

 

Fish and fellowship are 

themes that repeat repeated-

ly throughout the bible. Now 

Lutheran Church of Our Re-

deemer combines them once 

again with the LCOOR Fishing League. Come fish 

with us as we meet each Wednesday from 6-9 

p.m. from June 5th through July 24th. A wrap-up 

family picnic is held on Wednesday, July 31st. 

Teams of two to four people are invited to join 

this friend- and family-friendly league. Cost is 

$15.00 per person with sign-up at the Welcome 

Center or lake worship coffee table. Registration 

fee includes a league t-shirt for each participant. 
 

If you’d like more information, please call Tim 

Chandler at 881-6448, or talk with Robbyn in the 

church office. Let’s go fishing! 
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LCOOR Preschool News 

Email: preschool@lcoorwatertown.org   |  Facebook: LCOORPreschool   |   Phone: 886-2696 

Lutheran Church of Our       

Redeemer Preschool 

      We are currently full for the 2019-2020 School Year!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonderful  

Memories at  

LCOOR Preschool!! 

Care to help our      

preschool?  All help is 

appreciated. 

*Snacks/Juice 

*Support our fundraisers 

*Classroom Giving Tree 

*Thrivent Choice Dollars 

*Scrip Dollars 

*New or Used Toys 
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New Church Office Hours 

for the Summer 
 

To better utilize the work hours 

of the office staff, the Church 

Council has set new office 

hours for the summer.  The of-

fice will close on Fridays at 

noon. 

 

This means, the office hours 

are 8:30 am – 5 pm Monday 

through Thursday and 8:30 am 

– 12 noon on Fridays for the 

months of June, July and the 

first half of August.  Please 

have items to be included in 

the weekend bulletins into the 

office by 4 pm Wednesdays. 

 

As always, in the event of an 

emergency, you may contact 

Pastors Kent or Dan. 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

Memorial Day—Labor Day Weekend 

Sunday Worship 

9:00am at Memorial Park 

10:30am in the Sanctuary  

Saturday Worship 

5:30pm in the Sanctuary (Lay Led) 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

June / July 2019 

http://www.lcoorwatertown.org


As you’ve probably heard by now, Bob and I are moving to Sioux Falls in 

June to be closer to family.  May 12 was my last day directing the Praise and 

Rejoice Choir and it was an emotional day.  The hardest thing about leaving 

Watertown is leaving the choir and our church family.   

 

I’ve been asked to write a 

little history of the time 

I’ve been choir director, 

and share some stories.  

I’ve been the choir 

director since January of 

1996, for 22+ years.  Bob 

and I moved to Watertown 

from Estelline in 1993 

when our daughter Kristin 

was three years old, and 

joined LCOOR in 1994.  A little choir director history: Chuck DeWall directed 

in the 80’s; Gretchen Rogotzke directed the choir from 1987 – 1991, and 

Nancy Brinkman directed the choir after that.  In 1995, Pastor Paul Knudson 

asked me to direct the choir; I’m not sure how he thought I could do it, but I 

gave it a try.  Julie Rude directed in the Fall of 1995, while I had another 

commitment.   

 

Pastor Paul had the idea of starting a choir for each worship service – the 

8:30 and 11:00 services in the old church at that time.  In the Spring of 1996, 

I directed the Praise Choir at 8:30, and Nancy Brinkman directed the Rejoice 

Choir at 11:00.  The two separate choirs lasted until Dec. 1996, when they 

were combined into the Praise and Rejoice Choir, and I continued directing.  

So that’s how the choir got its name!  Sometimes I call it the Hope Choir (“I 

hope we can pull off this song….” Or “I hope we don’t lose another Wed. 

practice to SNOW!”) 

 

Although I’m not a music major and had no formal choral conducting 

training, I had been in band and choirs through school, and I learned to 

direct by example.  I started going to ‘Cantabile,’ a 4-day choir director and 

singer workshop at Mount Carmel Bible Camp near Alexandria, MN about 

12 years ago and Bob and I have made it an annual tradition.  I had the 

honor of learning from guest clinicians such as Dr. Anton Armstrong, 

director of the St. Olaf Choir in Northfield, MN, and Dr. Renee Clauson, 

director the Concordia Choir in Moorhead, MN; not to mention sharing 

ideas among the 30+ fellow church choir directors in attendance.  

‘Cantabile’ has been a source of several great pieces of music that our choir 

has done.  I’m thankful to the congregation for the continuing education 

assistance.  

 

 

 

While the choir members 

have shared many laughs 

over the years, we’ve also 

cared and prayed for each 

other through times of loss, 

grief, or illness, as a 

Christian community.  We 

start choir practice with 

devotions nearly every week,            Bob playing Tuba with the Brass Quartet 

except when we ‘give up  

devotions  for Lent’, having just 

come from Lenten services.  We’ve lost some faithful members who are 

now singing in the heavenly choir; some names I remember are Leonard 

Timmerman, Rev. Dr. Paul Larson, his wife Connie Larson, John Manzey, 

Gordy Garnos, Maxine Hogstad, and LuAnn Larson.   

 

 

 

 
Accompanying Church School Students 



 
Directing the Praise & Rejoice Choir 

 

 

It’s hard to narrow down the funny stories over 22 years to a few sharable 

ones, but here are a few:  
 

Cartwheel:  Traci Althoff has many great qualities, but being punctual is not 

one of them, as she readily admits, and the choir has witnessed.  I always 

send a reminder email the Friday before we sing on a Sunday, and one time 

I issued a challenge: “If Traci is there at 8:10 am to practice, I will do a 

cartwheel.”  She made it and I wore shorts under my dress and did a 

cartwheel!  (Then there was the Easter that she sneaked in behind the brass 

players after we had already processed in!) 

 

Breath after Death:  There’s a line in the piece “In Christ Alone” that goes  

‘No guilt in life, no fear in death.’  Some choir members were taking a 

breath after the word life, when it wasn’t needed.  I said “Don’t take a 

breath after ‘life,’ I’m giving you a breath after ‘death.’”  Then some smart-

aleck bass in the back row said “We won’t need one then.”  (Bob the bass)   

 

Big Drummer Boy:  In the spring of 2018, my last year of doing kids’ music, 

the choir did “Come to God with a Grateful Heart” with 1st – 4th graders and 

percussion.  Three choir members, Robbyn, Al, and Brian, agreed to play 

some rhythm instruments.  Brian took his maraca role seriously.  He showed 

up that Sunday morning carrying his maracas in a black case, taking out a 

white cloth to polish them, wearing sunglasses, and wearing a black T-shirt 

with “Percussion Specialist” on the front and “Big Drummer Boy” on the 

back.  The choir howled with laughter – only Brian!  I was relieved when he 

changed his shirt for the worship service.  

Over the years, I’ve enjoyed involving other musicians with the choir, using 

strings, trumpet, clarinet, flute, etc.  I tried to encourage high school or 

college musicians to share their talents.  I enjoyed collaborating with the 

handbell choir, liturgical dancers, church school singers, or brass groups.   

I’ve been fortunate to have excellent accompanists; Mary Wika has been 

playing for us since 2006 and I’m so thankful for her talent and ability.  I’ve 

enjoyed the challenge of finding anthems that fit the lessons or theme for a 

given Sunday, and add more meaning to our worship.  I hope that the choir 

has enhanced the congregation’s worship and helped to deepen their faith, 

not just ‘entertained’ them.  

 

Many people ask if we’ve found a 

church home in Sioux Falls yet.  No, but 

I’m sure we’ll find another ELCA church 

where we can worship and serve.  I 

hope I have a chance to direct some 

choir somewhere, someday.  The church 

office has our address – please come 

visit us in Sioux Falls!  Go in peace to 

love and serve the Lord!  Thanks be to 

God! 

 

Arlene Brandt-Jenson – 605-868-6180 

Bob Jenson – 605-868-6181 

 

 

 
 

God’s Work Our Hands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 Holy Communion

10am  Over Eaters Anon.

5:30pm Worship [Pastor Led]

6:30pm First Saturday Meal

2 Holy Communion 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:00am Prayer Shawl Group 8am Sandwich Ministry 9:00am Quilting 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

10:30am Traditional Worship 7:15pm  Al-Anon 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 9:30am Staff Meeting 5:15pm  Al-Anon Church Office 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

6:00pm Fishing League  Closes at Noon

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 8am Sandwich Ministry 9:30am Women's Summer 8am Sandwich Ministry 2:30pm Faithful Generations 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

10:30am Traditional Worship 12pm  Martha Circle    Bible Study & Fellowship 9:30am Staff Meeting   Communion Service & Fellowship Church Office 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

   at Minerva's 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 6:00pm Fishing League 5:15pm  Al-Anon  Closes at Noon

7:15pm  Al-Anon 5:30pm Stewardship Training

6:30pm Executive Committee

7:00pm Church Council Meeting

16 Holy Communion 17 18 19 20 21 22
Summer Sermon Series Begins 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:00am Prayer Shawl Group 8am Sandwich Ministry 9:00am Quilting 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

7:15pm  Al-Anon 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 9:30am Staff Meeting 5:15pm  Al-Anon 9:00am Quilting 3:00pm Wedding

6:00pm Fishing League Illini 4000 group (overnight) Church Office (Elizabeth Herman|Anthony Fryer)

9:00am Worship at Memorial Park  Closes at Noon 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

10:30am Traditional Worship 5pm Wedding Rehearsal

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:00am Book Club 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

10:30am Traditional Worship 7:15pm  Al-Anon 6:30pm Worship & Music Committee 9:30am Staff Meeting 5:15pm  Al-Anon Church Office 2:00pm  Baby Shower

6:00pm Fishing League  Closes at Noon 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

30
Bless Prayer Shawls, Quilts & Baby Blankets

9:00am Worship at Memorial Park

10:30am Traditional Worship

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer ◦ 2001 2nd Street NW, Watertown, SD 57201 ◦ (605)886-2696 ◦ www.lcoorwatertown.org

As trees bear summer fruit, may my life bear the Spirit-fruit of “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23, ESV). 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
8am Sandwich Ministry 10:00am Prayer Shawl Group 8am Sandwich Ministry Church Office Closed 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

7:15pm  Al-Anon 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 9:30am Staff Meeting 5:15pm  Al-Anon Church Office 5:30pm Worship [Pastor Led]

 Closes at Noon 6:30pm First Saturday Meal

7   Holy Communion 8 9 10 11 12 13
Summer Sermon Series Continues 8am Sandwich Ministry 9:30am Women's Summer 8am Sandwich Ministry 2:30pm Faithful Generations High School Mission Trip 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

7:15pm  Al-Anon     Bible Study & Fellowship 9:30am Staff Meeting   Communion Service & Fellowship July 12 - 20 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 6:00pm Fishing League 5:15pm  Al-Anon 8am Sandwich Ministry

6:30pm Executive Committee Mtg Church Office

9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 7:00pm  Church Council Meeting  Closes at Noon

10:30am Traditional Worship

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:00am Prayer Shawl Group 8am Sandwich Ministry 9:00am Quilting 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

10:30am Traditional Worship 7:15pm  Al-Anon 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 9:30am Staff Meeting 5:15pm  Al-Anon 9:00am Quilting 3:00pm Wedding

Week at NeSoDak with Christy [14 -19] 6:00pm Fishing League Church Office (Hannah Wangern|Miron Fisk)

 Closes at Noon 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

Wedding Rehearsal

21  Holy Communion 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:00am Book Club 8am Sandwich Ministry 10am  Over Eaters Anon.

10:30am Traditional Worship 11am  Meals on Wheels Delivery11am  Meals on Wheels Delivery 9:30am Staff Meeting 11am  Meals on Wheels Delivery 11am  Meals on Wheels Delivery10am  Bridal Shower

7:15pm  Al-Anon 6:30pm Worship & Music Committee 11am  Meals on Wheels Delivery 5:15pm  Al-Anon Church Office 5:30pm Worship [Lay Led]

6:00pm Fishing League  Closes at Noon

28 29 30 31
9:00am Worship at Memorial Park 8am Sandwich Ministry 10:45am Area Pastor Text Study 8am Sandwich Ministry

10:30am Traditional Worship 9:00am Day Camp 9:00am Day Camp 9:00am Day Camp 

7:15pm  Al-Anon 9:30am Staff Meeting

6:00pm Fishing League Picnic

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer ◦ 2001 2nd Street NW, Watertown, SD 57201 ◦ (605)886-2696 ◦ www.lcoorwatertown.org

August Newsletter 
Submission 

Deadline 

Give Thanks 
to his holy name.   

Psalm  30:4 


