
MINUTES OF THE 2017 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - January 22, 2017 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER 
 Submitted by Lynn A. Langner, Outgoing Council Secretary 

 

President Brett McGillivary greeted attendees, declared a quorum, and called the meeting to 

order at 11:40.  Todd Decker made a motion to approve the agenda.  Gary Grewing seconded, 

and motion carried.   

Pastor Kent Stillson led the congregation in opening devotions, with a message from Matthew 

Chapter 4 with the theme of “Good News”.  Pastor gave several visuals of what the good news is 

at LCOOR.   

REVIEWING MINUTES 

The Minutes of the 2016 Annual Congregational Meeting were presented for review & approval.  

A motion was made by Hugh Bartels to approve the minutes and seconded by Barb Struwe. 

Motion carried. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Hugh Bartels presented the 2016 Financial Report.  

NOTEWORTHY: 

- Promised giving fell between a low in 2015, and a high in 2014 

- The ‘Noisy bucket’ offering goes to the Mission of the Month 

- There were fewer expenses than budgeted, which is common 

- The checking account balance at the end of December was about $156,000 

- There was a surplus of $33,437.00- ($20,000 actual, plus a large gift in December 

which is part of the Promised giving for 2017)  Council recommendation to follow in 

New Business 

** Hugh spoke of a new law about charitable giving, in which persons who qualify can give to 

the church from their IRA without paying income tax.   

A motion was made by Don Scharn to approve the 2016 Annual Treasurer’s Report.  Second 

made by Lisa Carrico, and the motion carried. 

 

REPORTS 

President Brett McGillivary referred for reading the written reports by Pastors and Committees, 

printed in the Annual Report.   

In addition, he announced: “On Saturday, February 4 at 10:00 am, there will be a ‘Conversation 

Concerning Our Church in Transition and the Saturday Service’.  Anyone is welcome.   

 

PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL of the 2017 PROPOSED BUDGET 

Hugh Bartels, Treasurer (Finance Committee) presented the budget for 2017.  He referred 

attendees to Proposed Budget pp 34-38 

- Highlighted items: 

 *As always, the largest expense is salaries.  This had a 3% increase, which 

includes FICA. 

 *Item # 2107 is above 3% because of a 3 year step program to align with Synod 

guidelines. 

 *#6102 is also salary below synod guidelines, so is a first of three year step to 

align  



* #6401 is salary for Associate Pastor, which is recommended for an individual with 

8 years experience.  This amount will remain in the budget for the future. 

* #7101 is salary that aligns with synod guide 

* #7103-7109 are new lines created to break down salary and benefits into details.    

Budget questions brought forward and answered concerned: item 7111; facility insurance; 

#8201.   

Karen Kasperson asked a question about a request from a group of members to erect an 

American flag on church property.  Pastor Kent and Pastor Sam Hattlestad addressed the 

question.  There was no further discussion. 

A motion was made by Claire Konold to accept the 2017 budget and seconded by Carroll Moe. 

Motion carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Kerry Stager reported from the Call Committee about the process to hire an associate 

pastor.  Their group met, and is putting together a survey for the congregation to 

express what the needs are for this position.  All members are asked to complete the 

survey on paper or online. Their next meeting will be early March. 

2. Council recommended allocating 2016 Budget Excess (mentioned in Treasurer 

Report) $3000 to Befriender and Parish Nurse Fund, 10% to Missions and remaining 

balance to Capital Improvements.  Motion was made by Lisa Carrico to accept the 

recommendation, seconded by Chuck Langner, and motion carried. 

3. A call was made for volunteers to be delegates at the upcoming 2017 SD Synod 

Assembly, being held on June 2-3 at Gloria Dei in Sioux Falls.  There were no 

volunteers at this time, so members were encouraged to check their calendars, and 

contact the church office, Pastors, or Council. 

 

ELECTIONS 

1. COUNCIL NOMINATIONS – There were no new nominations from the floor, so new 

nominations for a 3-year term were for Shelly Alvine, Justin Hanson, Terry Ulrich, and 

Lee Hurlburt.  Alan Rude moved to accept the nominations, Kerry Stager seconded, 

unanimous approval.  

2. APPROVAL OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Nominations for 1-year term: 

Tammy Delange, Barb Struwe, Lisa Olerud, Lynn Langner.  Brett McGillivary was 

added.  Todd Decker moved to accept, Terry Ulrich seconded, unanimous approval. 

 

3. MISSION AND ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE NOMINEE – Nominations for 3 

year term:  Lisa Carrico (1
st
 term).  Arlene Brandt-Jenson moved for approval, Gary 

Grewing seconded, unanimous approval. 

 

 

CLOSING 

A motion to adjourn the 2017 Annual Meeting was made by Gary Grewing, and seconded Hugh 

Bartels.   Motion carried. 

 



Pastor Kent led the assembly in The Lord’s Prayer.   

 

2017 Council members met briefly to discuss two items. 

 

1. 2017 Executive Officers for Council are:  
  President- Kerry Stager 

  V Pres. – Mark Schulz 

  Treasurer- Tim Chandler 

  Secretary- Shelly Alvine 

2. Kerry Stager made a motion to revise the signature card for the church checking account 

at Reliabank by removing Bret McGillivary, Hugh Bartels, & Lynn Langner and adding 

Mark Schulz, Tim Chandler, & Shelly Alvine.  Tim Chandler seconded, and motion 

carried.   

 


