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Church, Bible, and Culture: ELCA at the

Crossroads Sunday afternoon, January 10

A theological conference (organized by concerned area

ELCA pastors) will be held at the Ramkota in Sioux Falls,

from 2:00-5:30 (registration beginning at 1:00) with closing

worship at First Lutheran, 7:30 pm.

Featured speakers

« Dr. Jim Nestingen, Professor Emeritus of Church History,
Luther Seminary, St. Paul

« Bishop Ken Sauer (retired), former Bishop of the Southern
Ohio Synod, ELCA, and first chair of the conference of
bishops.

An opportunity to ask questions will follow. There is no cost

for attending, but a free-will offering will be taken. For

planning purposes, pre-registration is encouraged. Please

call or email Dayleen: 605-371-3737 or

dayleen.swanson@dqloriadei-sd.orq .

Dr. Nestingen will also preach at the closing worship at First

Lutheran. All ELCA members are welcome and

encouraged to attend this conference.

New Member Information

If you are interested in becoming a member or know of

someone who is, please contact Nancy Brinkman, our

Welcoming & Caring Ministries Coordinator, or leave your

name and address at the Welcome Center. Letters to

prospective members will be sent out in early January

2010. Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

e Tuesday, January 26" at 6 to 9pm — Lutheran
Basics Class

e Sunday, January 31% at 11:45am — Luncheon
and New Member Orientation meeting held in the
Great Hall

e Sunday, February 7" at 8:30 and 10:30am New
Member Reception

New members will also be received the end of April.

Join Bishop Dave Zellmer, on sunday,
January 10" at 7pm here at LCOOR, for some
reflections about the 2009 Churchwide Assembly
actions and their implications for SD Synod
Congregations. There will be a Q & A time as
well. This is open to anyone who wishes to
attend.

60+ Group Potluck & Program —wil
be held on Monday, January 18" at 12 noon. Mark
your calendar for a delicious potluck lunch. Our own
Pastor Wayne Gallipo will be presenting the program
on his recent trip to Cameroon. Bring a friend, a dish
to pass and come enjoy the warm company of your
church family while learning more about the work and
the installation of the Bishop of the Lutheran Church
in Cameroon.

LCOOR Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 24™ at 12:15pm

*Reports of Committees are due into the church
office by noon on Tuesday, January 5".

The BeFriender Visitation Ministry Group is
looking to expand and have even more individuals
trained and ready to serve. These individuals will
then be available to visit some of the homebound
individuals, those who experience loneliness or just
need a listening ear. Contact Nancy at the church
office or email her at nancy@Icoorwatertown.org for
information about this group, about how you can be a
part of this ministry or leave your name at the
Welcome Center and you will be contacted. Please
refer to the January church calendar for the training
dates and times.
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Deadline for the February 2010 issue is:
Friday, January 22, 2010.

Memorials & Donations Given During the Month of December

For The Care Fund
$1,830.00 in donations
$10.00 in memory of Ethel Stormo
$500.00 in honor of the Staff of LCOOR
$350.00 offerings from Dakota Road Concert
$50.00 in honor of Doris Stowe, Barb Hoffert, & Kay Hoffman

For Prayer Shawl Ministry
$10.00 in donations

Divine Chocolate and Fair Trade - We extend our thanks to everyone

Staff $10.00 in memory of Ethel Stormo
Pastors
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who purchased any of these items. We sent $977 to SERRV for the
products that were purchased. The remainder of the items, except for the
chocolate products, was sent back for credit. There is still Divine
Chocolate for sale. Check at the Welcome Center if you are interested in
purchasing any of it.

Scrip News:

Thank you for your support of the Scrip program for the month of December. The
Care Fund will receive a nice sum (to be published next month) from those sales.

Due to the low volume of sales for some of the gift cards, we will not carry all of
the cards that we have in the past. Please don't let this hold you back from
purchasing them. Plan ahead by ordering them. Once the cards are ordered, it
generally takes less than one week to arrive.

Meals on Wheels
Thank you to the volunteers who braved some pretty cold weather last month to
get meals to those who need them. You are a blessing to this community!

A Stewardship Note

Each year for the last several years, our church has given money to a project that
prevents the transmission of HIV from mother to baby in Cameroon through
Global Health Ministries. Here is a portion of an article from World Vision that tells
us more about this program:

In a world where 1,000 children become infected with HIV every day, Reagan is a
walking miracle. Even better, this miracle can be repeated. Alice was three
months pregnant when she began showing signs of illness. “I was feeling sick all
the time,” she explains. Fearing the worst, she decided to get tested for HIV. “|
was not surprised when the result came back positive.” Having already lost one
son, Alice resolved not to let history repeat itself. “When | found out that | was
HIV positive and pregnant, | was determined to join the Preventing Mother - to-
Child Transmission Program to give my baby a good, healthy life.” Without the
right care, infected moms have a 1 in 3 chance of passing HIV to their children.
While simple interventions can dramatically reduce this risk, most HIV positive
moms cannot access the treatment they need. Alice and her son Reagan are
living proof that AIDS doesn’t have to have the last word. (Reagan was born HIV
negative.)

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer is making a difference in our world!
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Family Mission Project for January

Layettes

In refugee camps, hospitals, and villages around the
world, gifts of layettes convey a warm welcome to
newborns and their mothers.

Include the following items for a complete Kkit:

Two lightweight cotton shirts or Onesies

Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (with

or without feet)

Two receiving blankets, medium weight cotton or

flannel

Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred

One sweater or sweatshirt

Two washcloths (full-size preferred)

One bath-size bar of gentle soap in original

wrapping

Two diaper pins
Gently used items can be substituted for new ones.
Wrap items in one of the receiving blankets and secure
with diaper pins.

Tips:

Sizes up to 24 months may be used. Consider
varying sizes of the clothing items included in the

layette so it will continue to be useful as baby grows.

Sweaters may be knitted or crocheted from leftover
yarn, or made from heavy double knits or fleece.
Preferred styles have buttons or ties down the front.
Diapers can be made from flannel or even by
recycling t-shirts. Go online to www.lwr.org/beinvolved

Lesson Leaders
Tuesday, January 5" @ 7pm

Quilters will meet Thurs., Jan. 7 & 21 @
9:00am —12 noon in Assembly A

W/ELCA Board Mtg
Wednesday, January 20" @ 4pm

and click on Layettes for a Diaper Tip Sheet with
instructions.

Donate an entire kit or as many items as you would like.

Thanks for all you do to make things better for those in
need.

Session 5: Nothing Can Separate Us

Hope Circle: Thurs., Jan. 14 @ 7:00pm
Where: 1336 16" St. NE

Hostess: Bonnie Weippert

Lesson Leader: Group

Martha Circle: Mon., Jan. 11 @ 2:00PM
Where: LCOOR

Hostess: Evie Pinholt

Co-Hostess: Lana Ronning

Lesson Leader: Group

Mary Circle: Tues. Jan. 12 @ 9:30AM
Where: LCOOR

Hostess: AJ Sherrill

Lesson Leader: Joan Goeman

Priscilla Circle: Wed., Jan. 13 @ 9:30 AM
Where: 1233 2" St. NE

Hostess: Doris Stowe

Co-Hostess: Donna Bradshaw

Lesson Leader: Beth Garnos

Ruth Circle: Wed., Jan. 13 @ 9:30AM
Where: 1124 Sunset Dr. NW

Hostess: Dorothy Nichols

Lesson Leader: Sherri Brindle

Sarah Circle: Thurs., Jan. 14 @ 7:30 PM
Where: Prairie Crossings, 901 14" Ave. NE
Hostess: Elsie Remmers

Lesson Leader: Marvey Satter

Many Thanks!

The Mini-Advent Fair was a success! We’d like to thank
the congregation for its participation. The total profit =
$3,978.12. What a wonderful gift for the Care Fund,
Family Connections & World Hunger.

Our Common Thread:

a weekend of fellowship and the fiber arts
February 12-14, 2010 at NeSoDak

Beginners and experts are Invited to bring their
projects and supplies to work and share creative
ideas alongside one another.

Contact NeSoDak camp at 605-947-4440 or log
onto www.losd.org/retreats for more information.
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“"We are God’s children.” 1 John 3:2

Happy New Year!
Blessings to you and your families in 2010

As this newsletter reaches your homes and you finish finding a special place for the gifts you
received, may you and your families feel the true blessings of Christmas; the blessing of love
from God, given through the birth and life of Jesus, our Savior.

As adults, we enjoy a variety of activities and children will also benefit from planned activities.
Stagger your child’s day with physical activity, fine motor activities, listening and moving to
music, reading a book, singing songs, and some television or computer learning activities.

Listed below are some suggestions to keep the children growing in skills.
e Physical Activity Ideas:
Do the Chicken Dance, the Macaraena, the Hokey Pokey, or Musical chairs. Put on jazzy
rhythmic music and use and empty oatmeal box as a drum, clap your hands, play with wooden
spoons. To accelerate heart rates and burn up some of a child’s extra energy, sing “The Ants’
Go Marching” song and use wooden spoons or clap as you follow the leader up and down the
stairs in your home.

If you have two or three children in your family, sit in a circle and have the child hold their
hands behind them. One child drops a soft toy into their hand and they try to catch the person
that is it before you return to the empty spot. (Similar to Duck Duck, Grey Duck.)

e Fine Motor Activities:

o Grab the paper, crayons, markers, scissors and glue. Draw a snowman or have the
children draw their own snowmen. Turn the picture into a THANK YOU card for Grandma
and Grandpa letting them know how grateful they are for their Christmas gifts.

o Make a string bead necklace. Use yarn and cut up straws, fruit loops or beads to your
string.

o Make homemade soup.

o Set up a Toy Store. Use toys from your toy box. Help your child categorize them. A shelf or
a cardboard box turned upside down will work. Create a spot for the soft toys, the vehicles,

the dolls, the doll clothes and the blocks. Allow your child to use a basket and some
monopoly money. Have a playmate or sibling be the clerk.

Thank You

for saving County Fair Food Saver Stamps!
Over 600 cards were turned in over the past three months.

for saving Campbell Soup Labels.
We will send those into the Labels for Education program in May.
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Pastor

And he (Jesus) said to them, “Go into all the world and
proclaim the good news to the whole creation.”
Mark 16:15

Brothers and sisters in Christ, with these few words,
one short verse in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus establishes our
vocation as Christian disciples and it is a monumental task.
“Go into ALL the world and proclaim the good news. How
can we as Christians located in Watertown, SD go into all the
world?

One way is through Christian missionaries who
literally “go out into all the world” to proclaim the good news.
You support these missionaries with every dollar you put in
the offering plate. A portion of your giving here at LCOOR is
passed on through the synod who then passes a portion of
your offering on to the national church office to support things
like our ELCA missionaries who are serving all over the world.
| was able to see your missionaries at work as | traveled to
Cameroon in November and December and | can tell you
without any doubt that your money is being well spent. 1'd like
to tell you about a very special missionary couple that you
support.

Dr. Jim and Carolyn Brown serve at the Ngouandere
Protestant Hospital, run by the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Cameroon. Dr. Brown is a general surgeon and his wife
Carolyn is a nurse and they are doing absolutely wonderful
work for the Lord in Cameroon. Dr. Brown performs several
surgeries every day of the week and teaches general surgery
to surgical residents through the Pan-African Academy of
Christian Surgeons (PAACS) program. During my stay in
Ngaoundere | was able to tour the Ngaoundere Protestant
Hospital and see the Brown’s work first hand. They work in
conditions that are very different from what we are used to
here. Dr. Brown does surgery without many of the resources
he would have available to him if he were a surgeon here in
the United States. He frequently has to improvise and make
what he has on hand work for the procedure he is performing.
Being a missionary surgeon and nurse is challenging in many
ways but the Browns eagerly do this work because it is the
work God has given them.

Missionaries do their work in areas many thousands
of miles from family. They do their work among people who
speak a language and live in a culture that is very different

from their own. They do their work totally dependent
upon support from other people and at times that support
diminishes yet the needs they serve do not diminish, the
patients continue to come and they continue on with their
work. On the last day | was in Cameroon the Browns
joined us for supper. As we waited for supper | asked Dr.
Brown how his day went and he looked at me with tired
strained eyes and said, “Not so good Wayne. Two
people died today that didn’t need to die.” They died
because they live in a country that has limited medical
facilities and supplies. Dr. Brown did all he could for
these people and knew he could have done more but he
was faced with the harsh reality of what it is to be a
missionary surgeon with limited resources. Yet despite of
days like this Dr. Brown and his wife Carolyn remain
committed to follow Jesus’ command to “Go into all the
world” and they continue to serve as your extension in
Cameroon serving God and God's people. This is just
one example of what the ELCA is doing in the world in
the name of Christ. I invite you to follow Jesus command
to “Go into all the world” and support these and many
other ELCA missionaries around the world through your
generous giving.

Fasior Waye

Dinner with the Missionary to Nicaraqua

Annie Bjerke, the current Missionary to Nicaragua, will
be sharing her experiences over the past years at
Pizza Ranch on Monday, January 4t at 6pm. Please
contact Pastor Chris to reserve a seat at the table.

LCOOR Anniversary Cook Book

The LCOOR 50t Anniversary Cook Books have been
well received and will continue to be sold at the
Welcome Center and in the church office. These make
great birthday, bridal shower and wedding gifts. Many
delicious ‘tried and true’ recipes are included! We have
some wonderful cooks in this congregation — get your
book now and try a new recipe this week!

January 2010 Page 5




Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
Youth Ministries Newsletter

It feels like December just flew by! | hope everyone had a safe and
happy holiday season! December was a great time of fellowship
for youth and family! Family Game Night on December 6t was a lot
of fun. It was a great time of fellowship for all of those involved.
High School youth also made and decorated Christmas cookies on
December 13, That was the first time (that | can remember)
making cut out cookies, so it was quite an experience.
Bravidl

Parents of 6"-8" Grade Youth

If your middle school student is in the second confirmation block,
and you have NOT signed up to help with Wednesday Night
Special, please contact Brandi (brandi@Icoorwatertown.org). At a
minimum 6 parents are needed per week. | still need help in
January and the first week in February!

Jahuary Evehte
High School Youth Group will be starting a four week Religion
Study on January 10t. We will be studying the similarities and

differences between Christianity and four of the world’s major
religions- Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism.

High School Lenten Music Team will be starting to practice on
January 10t from 8-9pm, right after youth group.

The Middle School Ski Trip is planned for January 227d. We
are going to Andes Tower Hills in Minnesota. Cost is $30 to ski
and $40 to snowboard. Please sign up at the welcome center.
Payment is due upon registration.

Upcoming Events
Jesus, Justice, Jazz: The Tour will be at Augustana College
on Saturday the 13t. This concert will feature Rachel Kurtz and
Agape—two of the musicians from the ELCA National Youth
Gathering last summer.

The High School Ski Trip is planned for February 15%. We are
going to Andes Tower Hills in Minnesota. Cost is $30 to ski and
$40 to snowboard. Please sign up at the welcome center.

Fundraisers
The youth will be serving rolls on January 10t and February 7.
Come to church hungry!

We are collecting used inkjet cartridges. The proceeds from
this recycling will be funding our mission trip.
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“"Equipping the soul for the journey..”

YouthWorks Mission Trip

The High Schoolers will be going to Chicago July
18th-231d, 2010 with travel days on July 17t and
24th. Participants will serve in a variety of ways.
Students may spend all week at one ministry or
switch between ministries during the week. We will
be partnering with local organizations and
programs that seek to address the very basic
needs of residents. Students may serve at places
like: Children’s Programs, Elderly Centers, Soup
Kitchens/Homeless Shelters and Thrift Stores. Pick
up a packet of information at the welcome center.
Students entering grade 9 in the fall of 2010
through current 12t graders are able to go. Sign
up is limited, so get your registration and deposit in
soon! Depositis $60, with an approximated total
cost of $100 per youth. Look for fundraisers to
support the youth. Deadline to sign up is
January 10t, 2010.

High School Seniors
Are you interested in attending a church
college? Ifitis an ELCA Church College, you
are eligible for a PACT scholarship through
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer. The
college usually matches the $400.00 per year
given by the church. For more information, talk
to Nancy Brinkman or fill out an information
sheet at the Welcome Center. Deadline for
this scholarship is February 15%, 2010.
Are you planning to attend a South Dakota
state supported school — either a university or
technical school? The Leonard & Ardell
Timmerman Scholarship may be an option
for you. Scholarship forms will be available in
the church office and at the Welcome Center
and due May 31, 2010. Three $500.00
scholarships will be given to graduating high
school seniors or students presently attending
a state supported school.
Please bring a wallet sized senior picture of
yourself to the church office to be used on the
Senior Bulletin Board in May for Senior
Recognition Sunday.
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
Education & Fellowship

God has given us His Holy Scriptures that we might come to
know Him better. This fall 119 Kindergarten through Grade 5
students have taken a step to knowing God better by
memorizing Bible verses that relate to the main themes of our
church school lessons. Students have had the opportunity to
memorize the following verses: Psalm 52:9, Psalm

89:8, Colossians 3:13, Psalm 46:1, Psalm 105:1, John 3:16.
Students memorize the verse and then tell it to a parent, who
signs in verification. The student then must recite the verse
again for his/her church school shepherd who also signs in
verification. Signed slips are turned in to the Resource room
and students receive their name on the wall in the hallway
and a treat the next week. A student can memorize any of
the verses at anytime, even if they miss a week. Extra
verification slips are always kept in the Resource Room.

A special congratulations to six of our church school students
who have memorized all of the verses! Emilee

Woelber, Sarah Christenson, Andrew Herold, Austin Herold,
Kasey Lenning and Bailey Richter. Take time to wander back
and find the name of someone you know on our Bible Verse
Wall in the west education hallway or better yet try
challenging yourself to memorize these verses too!

Pass the Faith Event

Kindergarteners and their parents

Come and explore what baptism means to us. You will have the
opportunity to attend one of two sessions: Wednesday, January
13, 2010 during 5:30 pm Church School or Sunday, January 17,
2010 during 9:30 am Church School.

Church Nursery

Our church nursery is staffed from 8:15am — 11:30am each
Sunday morning for the littlest people of LCOOR. It is also
staffed on Wednesday evening from 5:15pm — 9pm for those
needing child care while they assist with Church School, attend
worship, or participate in the Praise & Rejoice Choir, Handbell
Choir or assist with the confirmation ministry.

“"Light the path, Shine the way,

Send the word”

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Start the year out and join the
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer’s
Prayer Shawl group that continues to
meet on the first and third Monday of
each month at 10am — January 5" &
19" in the Youth Room. If you don’t
know how to knit or crochet, this is a
great place to learn! Completed
prayer shawls and infant blankets are
blessed on the last week of each
month during worship services. If you
would like more information, know
someone in need of a prayer shawl or
to learn more about this ministry, come
join us or talk to Nancy about this
caring ministry. Shawls are given to
our own members as well as others in
the community — wherever there is a
need for support, encouragement and
prayers. This ministry has been totally
supported through memorials and
special monetary gifts that are used to
purchase the yarn.

Families at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer continue to
recognize the importance of regular attendance at church school to
build and nurture faith lives. There are 227 students enrolled for
Wednesday Church School and 256 students enrolled for Sunday
Church School. For the Fall Quarter, September to November, there
were 6 classes on Wednesday and 1 class on Sunday that averaged
90% or better attendance. Two of those classes had every student
averaging 90% or better. This is an awesome start for our church
school year!

Confirmation Green
Card Opportunities

How are you coming on your green
card (service support card for
confirmation)? Remember all 6", 7" &
8" grade confirmation students are to
complete their cards by participating in
various service opportunities in the
church. Check the hallway bulletin
board by Assembly A to sign-up to
participate in upcoming activities.
Some of those are:

e Set-up, Serve & Clean-up
Luncheon and/or assist with Child
Care for New Member Orientation
on Sunday, January 31%' (assisted
by a parent)
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E Church School E
i We will resume Church school on |
i Wednesday, January 6 at5:30 pmand
i Sunday, January 10 at 9:30 am. :

Confirmation
Confirmation will start again on
Wednesday, January 6 at 7:30 pm.

___________________________________

God and Country scouting Award Series
Our church is pleased to offer the following classes designed to meet the religious award requirements for Cub Scouts, Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts. This is an optional program in Scouting that gives your son or daughter the right to wear the appropriate
religious emblem on his/her uniform. The cost is not covered by most Packs or Troops. Your cost will be $16, which includes the
workbook, medallion, certificate and shipping/handling fees. Please sign up and pay the fee at the church office. Deadline for
registration will be Sunday, January 3, in order that the materials can be on hand for the class times.

e God & Me:(Grades 1-3) Saturday, Jan. 23" from 9:30am — Noon with Pastor Wayne....at least one Parent must attend

e God & Family: (Grades 4-5) Wednesdays, January 13, 20 & 27 from 4:00-5:15 in "Grace Alone" with Pastor Chris

e God & Church: (Grades 6-8) Wednesdays, January 13, 20 & 27 from 4:00-5:15 in "Word Alone" with Pastor Tom

e God & Life: (Grades 9-12) Five Meetings will be required plus Reflection Projects. Contact Pastor Tom if interested.

The Religious Medallions will be presented in worship on Sunday, February 7™.

December 2009 — Council Highlights

e Selected Jodi Driscoll and Paul Hinderaker to serve with the Nominating Committee. Anyone interested in serving a
three year term on the Church Council is encouraged to let your wishes be known to either of the above or to Shelly
Pieper, Terry Rydell, Deb Stanley or LuAnn Strait. The election for these five new Council positions will take place
at the January 24th Annual Meeting.

e Offered financial support from the dedicated Adult Mission Trip account line for those from LCOOR who will travel in
February to meet with our Companion Synod in Nicaragua.

e Approved the distribution of our financial pledges to all mission partners, minus any funds that congregational
members have restricted.

e Approved for distribution a statement of “What we Believe, Teach, and Confess” (included in this mailing). The
statement is offered by the Church Council, as a measured step, in the ongoing process of congregational
discernment of our teachings, practices and relationship with the ELCA.

e Next Church Council Meeting is Tuesday, January 12t at 7:00 p.m.



Dear Members and Friends,

In response to members’ questions and comments from the November 22™ Open Forum, your
Church Council is submitting to you this summary of what we believe, teach and confess. Having
been written by our Senior Pastor, we have found it to be a helpful statement of the faith that has
guided our congregation. We invite your responses to this confession. Please direct your responses
to Council President Mary Larson and/or to Pastor Tom Christenson through the church office or at
the following email addresses: gjmlars@knology.net pastortom@Icoorwatertown.org

What We Believe, Teach, & Confess
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Watertown, SD

The Bible - We believe, teach and confess that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
are the inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). The Bible remains the only judge, rule and norm
according to which all doctrines should and must be understood and judged as good or evil, right or
wrong (Formula of Concord).

The Holy Trinity - We believe, teach and confess that there is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4), alive in
three persons since the beginning of time. God has been revealed to us as the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17).

Jesus Christ - We believe, teach and confess that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is both fully God
and fully human. His life, death and resurrection proclaim God’s redeeming grace for all people
(Romans 3: 23-25).

The Holy Spirit - We believe, teach and confess that the Holy Spirit is God, alive and at work in the
world; strengthening our faith, meeting us in our prayers, guiding our daily lives, and enabling us to
witness to the world the Good News of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8).

Human Nature - We believe, teach, and confess that our human nature is sinful, and because of that
sin, we are separated from God'’s perfect will. The death of Jesus is the redeeming sacrifice for our
sin. In faith, we seek to turn from our sin (repentance), to live in the new life to which Christ has called
us (Titus 2:14).

Salvation - We believe, teach and confess that only through Jesus Christ can we be brought to
eternal life (John 14:6). This salvation is a free gift, which we claim though faith in God the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit (John 3:16-17).

Practicing our Faith

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion - We believe, teach and confess that Jesus instituted the
sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, and that our faith in Jesus is essential to receive
their life-giving gifts (Mark 16:16, & 1% Corinthians 11:27-29).

Christian Growth - We believe, teach and confess that we are made right (justified) by God, through
God’s sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. In response to this, we follow the call of God into a lifelong
process of growth and change (sanctification) in accordance with God’s will (Romans 12:1-2).

Church - We believe teach and confess that the church is the body of Christ, gathered for worship of
God, and the instruction and encouragement of fellow believers. Bound by our common confession,
and strengthened for witness and service, we are sent out into the world to make Jesus Christ known
through word and deed (Hebrew 10:23-26 & Matthew 28:19-20).

Marriage & Sexuality - We believe, teach and confess that marriage is a covenant relationship
between one man and one woman and that sexual activity belongs exclusively within the biblical
boundaries of a publicly committed and faithful marriage between one man and one woman (Genesis
2:24, Exodus 20:14, Romans 1:26-28).
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